Museum of Eastern Shore Life
2008 Holiday Train Show

Museum of Eastern Shore Life

poliday Train Shey,

December 6-1, and 13-14, 2008 Noon to 5 PM
Free Bdmission (Donations Welcome)
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4-H Park, Rt. 18 & Dulin Clark Rd. Centreville, M l,’

The Museum opened its doors for a community train show the first two weekends in December in the

vdzSSy | yy Skeéxhibitigndzsli§Tde show is open at no charge to the community and the

Museum volunteers provide punch and hommeade cookiegor the visitors. Santa visited on the first

weekend and the Museum raffled three Lionel train se€llse Polar Express setasfavored by a two to

one margin over the Thomas and Harry Potter sd@tds year, we had two tinplate layouts ahslo Z

gauge layouts. Unfortunately, the HO and G layouts were unavailable this year as the model railroaders

involved had schedule conflicts. The extra space provided the Museum an opportunity to display
portable exhibit of Museurartifacts.
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Initially the plan was to have all layouts in a single room, but
Srow the National Capital Trackers Eastern Divisimmbers
| decided that layout sprawl was neededhe Tracker layout
was moved tdhe rifle range roonmand the tinplate layout
S operated by the fater and son team of Pete and Bill
T E\‘-\\ Rampmeyewasexpanded to use the available spanghe
— main hall Carl Hedges had plenty of room to setup his Z
gauge suitcase layoutg. KS  wl Y LIY S & 9Iodps f | & 2 dzi
plusa point to point trolley track.
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Figurel ¢ NCT &yout design Figure2 - Bill Rampmeyer (center) and fathd?ete (right)
operating ten trains




The 40x70 ft rifleangeallowed use of almost
every module owned by thEastern Division
participants. Tracker spouse Karen Roth

appearancaising theavailablespaceso a
figure-8 layout was designedith anO-54
minimum radiugnner loop on the small oval

Disappearing Train Layout provided a focal
point at thetop of the large oval.

Figue 3-Z layout by Carl Hedges

Fred Koester built twanew moduleghat were installed in
(KS avitt 20rto  GitiBfean Y
carsand a nice grain elevator assfirst structurebuilt for ‘
recreating scenes he recalls from growing up in the \
Midwest. Fred wanted a higiail appearanceso he used |
Ross track and RossBed foam ballast painted with : "
GANI YAGSE LI AYyGOD >

Don and Marilyn Aston expanded their animated
amusement park and drivi theatre (alwayspopular
with show visitors)i 2 F2 dzNJ Y2 Rdzt Sa |
valley bridge set to forma side of the large ovaDon also
provided G72 cornergacquired from the NCT after the
club built new corners W2 Ky Q& (i dpiisgeinden f
yard filled the opposite siel Paul Derdel wanted staging
yard (to utilize his Rossway yard farout) so Dave

{ SI f RayTHh@® Q S@&eredrid&ito the base of

Figure4 - Fred Koester's new grain elevator

the layout. Eerysparemodule framethat
John had in storageas addedo support
t | dyfar@dtéacks A forest of extra legs
was cut for the additionamoduleframes.

Figure5 - Don and Marilyn Aston's Carnival
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Layout setup started the weekend after Thagiving with thelayoutperimeter modules assembled on

Sunday afternoonTrackers Randy and Zachd&ichtelbergemparticipated in setup and Fred ined

localtinplate operator Toby Middleton to help and learn about tinplate moduls2 Ky Qa4 ONR & a2 SN
modified to providean O-72 minimum radius othe large ovaside C NBRSsdrack was adopted to

mate with the tinplate track at each end. The space in the center of tbd §lde of the crossover, by
O2AYOARSYOS: gt a GKS akampinos § RU B i BoddeRiigd §aars dzy R S NJ
ago at the Fairfax Fair, swsertion of a module allowethe ovalto befilled with snow village buildings

and mountains.

Figure6 - Clem's antique cars and snow village

Setting up the week before the show provided an
opportunity to develop and test new track options. Paul
continued to workeveningR dzNA y3 GKS 4SS 2y
mating a RealTra® 72W suiitchii 2 G KS W& Q Y2 RdzZ Sa
wSE £ GNI E ( dzNY 2 deiitabfe SuhdRhe Rad8s 4 2 22 Ky
way farrout that started the yard. The lack of electrical
O2ylGAydzade 2y GKS wSIf ¢NIE 3INRdzy
situation betweerthe RailTrax switches th&taulsolved by
Figure7 - Staging yard plan solderinglumpers across the RealTraRaul also aempted

to use ZStuff switch machines in the yard with the goal of programming routes to each yard siding, but

the switch machines frequently went into reset mosiePaul reverted to manual operatiom@nual

switchesarefeasiblewhenoperating withhandheld controllers). The final result provided lots of

operating fun with the show visitors keely watching our switching and turntable operations.

W2 Ky Qa DSSIT $Stebubdppesrandelthe §ateisi
a simpleimplemenion adapted from an Nlrackerdesign
that worked quite well. The mating end (opposite the
hinges)of the bridgeK & | KIF NRg22R ai
into a socket. The fitis very snug and aligns the leriglgen Figure8 - RailTrax "Y' into Rossway
though the modules want to drift out of line. watch out for dead ground zones!




