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A NEW OWNER FOR Historic ALCO Nickel Plate Road No. 190 is shown here
at the “Streamliners to Spencer” special event on May 29, 2014 at the
North Carolina Transportation Museum. Photo by: Alex Mayes More See 
page 2.
     
PROGRAM:  R.G. (Bob) Edmonson will present an in-person three-part
digital program.  The first part will be a tribute to railfan
photographers, followed by a collection of photos he made while living
in Missouri 1979-84.  The final segment will feature BNSF’s Southern
Transcon in the Texas panhandle.  The program will also be presented
via ZOOM.  See MEETING LOCATION below.

MEETING LOCATION:  The meeting will start at 8:00 p.m. in the
auditorium of the Montgomery County Council Office Building auditorium. 
This building is also known as the Stella Werner County Council Office
Building.  It is located at 100 West Jefferson Street in downtown
Rockville, MD, 20850.  There is ample free parking under the building,
accessible from Jefferson Street.  To get to the auditorium go up the
stairway in the corner of the parking garage and then turn left onto
the walkway.

Those unable to attend may view the program via Z00M video
conference.  We plan to open the ZOOM meeting about 8:15 p.m.  The
program should start by 8:30 p.m.  See page for ZOOM login details. 
    
NEXT MEETING DATE: April 18, 2023

DEADLINE FOR APRIL ISSUE: March 31, 2023.  Send news items to Clay
Moritz, Editor, Potomac Rail News, at c.moritz@comcast.net
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THE CHAPTER FAMILY

If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick, has lost a loved one, or has a 

new birth in the family, please contact the editor at: c.moritz@comcast.net     

INFO ON CHAPTER ACTIVITIES: http://potomacnrhs.org/ 

ADDRESS MEMBERSHIP INQUIRIES TO: Rick Davidson, Membership Agent, 2908 Breezy
Terrace, Alexandria, VA 22303-2401 rdavidsonjr2908@gmail.com

THIS MONTH’S PRESENTER: Bob is a retired journalist/photographer.  He spent 40-
some years at newspapers in Michigan, Missouri, and Texas.  He has had a few 
pieces in Trains and Trains Newswire. 

ZOOM TOPIC: POTOMAC CHAPTER MARCH MEMBERSHIP MEETING: 

Time: Mar. 21, 2023 08:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86796059668?pwd=TkVrVmhLUnZZV2NnTEUvWlRreFo4dz09

Meeting ID: 867 9605 9668

Passcode: 172655

Meeting ID: 867 9605 9668

Passcode: 172655

One tap mobile

+13017158592,,86796059668#,,,,*172655# US (Washington DC)

RAIL NEWS

MAIN STREET STATION STAMPS HAVE ARRIVED.  The Postal Service’s celebration of

America’s Main Street Railroad Stations arrived at Post Offices on March 9, when

they went on sale.  The sheet of 20 stamps includes these stations: The Gothic 

Revival Point of Rocks Station, in rural but suburbanizing Frederick County, MD,

stands at a crossroads.  It was built on the spot where the Baltimore & Ohio

Railroad’s Metropolitan Branch, to Washington, D.C., split from the original main

line, which ran between Baltimore and the Midwest.  Founded in 1827 as the

country’s first long-distance freight and passenger railroad, the B&O reached

Point of Rocks in 1832.

Cincinnati Union Terminal  opened in Cincinnati at the height of the Great

Depression, in early 1933.  The Ohio municipality had become an industrial and

commercial center by 1900, as well as the country’s 10th largest city and a major

gateway and transfer point for rail passengers traveling between much of the

Midwest and the South.

Main Street Station, in Richmond, VA, calls to mind a French chateau, but one

embraced by train tracks and a highway. Built by two of the railroads that once

served the city — the east-west Chesapeake and Ohio and the north-south Seaboard 

mailto:c.moritz@comcast.net
mailto:rdavidsonjr2908@gmail.com
mailto:rdavidsonjr2908@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85052936778?pwd=SGhkNTFWSys4MmRLZjcrUXdEVjRwQT09
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Air Line — it opened in 1901 in a busy commercial district at the edge of

downtown.  The Philadelphia firm of Wilson, Harris and Richards, specialists in

railroad architecture, chose the Second Renaissance Revival style for the ornate

building, giving it a steep roof and a six-story clock tower.

Pennsylvania’s Tamaqua Station, built by the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad,

opened in 1874, replacing a wood-frame depot that had burned down.  It was thanks

to the railroad, which first arrived in Tamaqua in 1831, that the town had

emerged as an anthracite coal center and regional hub.

When the Santa Fe Depot opened in San Bernardino, CA, in 1918, it was

advertised as the largest railroad station west of the Mississippi River.  The

Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad had arrived in San Bernardino in 1886 and

built a wood-frame station.  After a fire destroyed the structure in 1916,

company architect W.H. Mohr designed its replacement in the Mission Revival

style, adding Moorish elements.    

GENESEE VALLEY TRANSPORTATION ACQUIRES HISTORIC ALCO PA.  Genesee Valley

Transportation has purchased one of the only surviving American Locomotive

Company PAs, “Nickel Plate Road 190,” which has been restored to near-operating

condition in Portland, OR, by preservationist Doyle McCormack.

The deal has been completed and the locomotive will soon be relocated across

the country to Scranton, PA, where GVT’s Delaware-Lackawanna Railroad maintains a

fleet of Alco and MLW locomotives.  In some ways, the move to Pennsylvania is a

homecoming for 190, which was built for Santa Fe but became famous as Delaware &

Hudson 18, one of four PAs owned by the eastern road in the 1960s and 1970s.

rail preservation.”

GVT officials said its shop crews will evaluate the locomotive when it

arrives in Scranton in the coming weeks and figure out exactly what needs to be

done to make it operational.  Once 190 is put into service, it will lead

excursions in Northeastern Pennsylvania, including on former D&H trackage

operated by DL.

The locomotive was built for Santa Fe and sold to D&H in 1967, where it was

used to power passenger trains between Albany and Montreal, as well as excursions

across the system.  In 1977, the Alcos had a brief stint in commuter service in

Boston for Massachusetts Bay Transit Authority before being shipped to Mexico in

1978.  The PAs were used in Mexico for a few years but were eventually retired. 

Two of the PAs remain south of the border in museums.

In 2000, McCormack — perhaps best known as the caretaker for Southern

Pacific 4-8-4 “Daylight” 4449 — teamed up with Smithsonian Curator of Technology

and Transportation Bill Withuhn to bring two of the PAs home to the United States

— or at least what was left of them. That year the skeletons of D&H 16 and 18

headed north to Oregon.  The remains of 16 eventually went to the Museum of the

American Railroad in Texas, which is currently working on a cosmetic restoration

of the locomotive into its original Santa Fe appearance.

D&H 18 was moved to Portland’s Brooklyn Yard and later the Oregon Rail

Heritage Center where for the last two decades, McCormack has been spearheading

its restoration in his spare time.  McCormack acquired a set of A1A trucks to

replace the ones that had been lost in Mexico and purchased a wrecked BC Rail

M420B to harvest its 12-251C engine, traction motors and electrical system to be 
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installed in the PA.

When it came time to paint the PA, McCormack drew inspiration from his

childhood.  His father worked for the NKP and when McCormack was 12 he got a cab

ride on the original 190.  He said he became fascinated with the PAs, and

specifically 190, so painting his locomotive into the blue and white of the NKP

was a no brainer.  “When I got the engine, it needed a paint job, and I figured

I’d put it in my paint job: I needed a Nickel Plate fix,” McCormack said in a

2014 interview.  “You know how kids are, they get obsessed with something and,

well, I never let that obsession go.”

By 2014, the locomotive was far enough along that it was able to attend

“Streamliners at Spencer” in at the North Carolina Transportation Museum.  Upon

returning to Portland, McCormack continued to work on the locomotive.  While 190

has been started up, it has not yet run under its own power. (Railfan & Railroad

Magazine) 

MARYLAND LAWMAKERS AND RESIDENTS  GATHERED AT THE C. BURR ARTZ LIBRARY IN

FREDERICK TO DISCUSS MARC TRAIN TRANSPORTATION IN FREDERICK COUNTY.  Ben Ross,

Chair of Maryland Transit Opportunities Coalition, said the end goal is always to

get a statewide rail transit system.  Expanding to a reliable and flexible system

in Frederick is step 1 of that plan, he said.

Brunswick Mayor Nathan Brown, District 3 State Delegate, Ken Kerr, and

Trains Not Tolls member Shoshanna Staffone sat on a panel during the discussion. 

Trains Not Tolls is a group that wants to address the shortage of commuter trains

and expand their service.

Currently, for the Brunswick Line, which connects cities such as Frederick

and Martinsburg, West Virgina, to Washington, D.C., has three morning trains and

three night trains running.  The trains run on a 9-to-5 schedule during the

weekdays, with no trains in the afternoon or weekends.

The MARC Cornerstone Plan Implementation Study looked at how these services

could be expanded, as well as their costs.

Kerr quickly reviewed main points, but pointed out the challenges of

expansion, with the main one being CSX, which owns nearly all the tracks in the

state.  "[CSX has] been very difficult to negotiate with ...," Kerr said.  "CSX

regards [passenger rail] as just a bit of an annoyance.  It's certainly not a

priority."

Maryland only owns 3.2 miles of track in the whole state, which is between

Brunswick and Frederick, Trains Not Tolls member Frank Cantrell said.  Cantrell

spoke about what he would like to see in potential funding to expand services,

like building a third parallel track in a common bottleneck area between Point of

Rocks and Gaithersburg.  Freight trains often get stuck on an incline there,

blocking commuter trains from getting to their destinations, he said.

Additionally, he said, he would like to see a platform built at the Point of

Rocks station to allow more passenger trains to stop there and therefore increase

the flexibility of the train times.  Now, only four passenger trains can stop

there, he said, but an additional platform could bring that number up to seven.

The idea of expanding commuter train services was also talked about in

tandem with a public-private partnership plan introduced under Governor Larry

Hogan's administration that would add extra lanes on I-270 and I-495.  With the 
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addition of new lanes would come tolls with variable rates.

Staffone said she's fighting for more reliable commuter trains because some

people can't afford the tolls under the P3 plan.

She said she calculated how much it would cost to pay these tolls annually,

assuming a minimum toll, one way, of $10 and a maximum toll of $25.  With a $10

toll, it would cost roughly $5,000 annually if a person drove to work and back,

five times a week, minus two weeks of vacation.  A $25 toll would cost roughly

$12,500 annually.  "I want people to be able to go when they need to go, shift

workers to show up on their shift, be able to get paid when they need to get

paid," she said.  "Otherwise, we're going to have to stop driving if the tolls go

up.  People are going to have to quit their jobs because they won't be able to go

because all the secondary roads and tertiary roads are going to be packed."

Brown said Brunswick has a particular stake in the railroad and MARC

conversation since Brunswick is a railroad town.  Expanding MARC service would be

"transformational," he said, since it could draw in new residents and tourists. 

"One of the major things with this is the world doesn't fit into a Monday-

through-Friday, 9-to-5 bubble," he said.  "There's people that do have shift work

or, not even just related to a job, but want to, you know, go out on the weekends

and see other places and travel around."

Ross said there have been plenty of studies on MARC trains in Frederick. 

One study even lasted 15 years.  Now, it's time for action, he said.  "As far as

going between Frederick County through Montgomery into D.C., this has been

studied.  It's something that can be done in bite-sized pieces.  And we want to

take the first bite," he said. (The Frederick News-Post)

WHITE PASS RAILROAD TO RESUME SERVICE TO CANADA THIS SUMMER.  Skagway’s largest

tour company, and only railroad, plans to return to Canada this year for the

first time since 2019.  Here’s a look at what that means for people in Skagway

and Canada’s Yukon Territory.  White Pass Carcross Yukon this summer after three

years of pandemic-related shutdowns.  The railroad is Skagway’s largest employer

with about 170 workers. 

White Pass Executive Tyler Rose says they have a lot of infrastructure work

to finish before the season starts, but that should be completed in time.  “You

know, we’re very pleased.  I mean, obviously, coming off 2022 and 2021, and

before that, things look very positive right now,” said Rose.

The official schedule shows one-way passenger service to Fraser, BC will run

daily from early May through early October with continuing or return service

being fulfilled by bus companies.  Service to Carcross and Bennet in Canada’s

Yukon Territory will begin at the end of May and wrap up in mid-September.

Carcross-based business owner Bonnie O’Connor who runs Matthew Watson

General Store along with her husband says they are excited to see the increase in

visitor traffic.  “I think we all enjoy seeing that train rumble into town every

day.  You know, when you hear the whistle up the lake, you will see people rush

out to the street, buy popcorn, sit on the bench, and watch it come in.  It’s a

nice moment that we all share.  So yes, from a business standpoint, it’s really

great for us and great for all of the businesses in Carcross,” said O’Connor.

The railroad will offer a combination train and bus service to Whitehorse,

Yukon Territory, from the end of May through the middle of September.  They also 
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plan to offer daily round-trip Summit tours all summer.  It is still unclear when

they will offer Chilkoot Trail return trips as the trail remains closed due to

extensive flooding last fall. (Bloomberg Business)

STRASBURG RAIL ROAD OPENS SIX-TRACK FREIGHT YARD.  The nation’s oldest short

line, the 4½-mile-long Strasburg Rail Road in southeast Pennsylvania, has opened

a $3.3 million, six-track yard to handle its growing freight business.  Situated

at Leaman Place Junction along Amtrak’s double-track electrified Keystone

Corridor, the 7-acre site and interchange lies just off U.S. 30, the Lincoln

Highway.  Freight is delivered by Norfolk Southern’s H26 local, operating out of

NS’s Dillerville Yard in the City of Lancaster, 11 miles west.

Overshadowed by Strasburg’s popular steam passenger runs, which attract

250,000 to 300,000 riders a year, the road’s freight business has fluctuated over

the years, but has been on the upswing since 2009. It’s grown from 10 cars a year

to almost 500, and freight trains run five days a week.  Usually they’re powered

by Strasburg’s ex-New York Central SW8 diesel switcher No. 8618, but occasionally

a steam engine pitches in as well.

Commodities handled include inbound retail and specialty lumber, grain

(wheat, oats, soybeans, and corn), and fertilizer.  Outbound loads include

agricultural products such as meal used in making pet food and tank cars of

chicken fat that are used to make cosmetics.

The 500-car volume “is considered a minor miracle in the railroad world,” says

Steve Weaver, a Strasburg Vice President.  Freight now makes up 10% of SRC’s

revenue.

The new yard will accomplish three aims: (1) Provide for as much as a

tripling of freight business; (2) Relieve pressure on the road’s existing three-

track, 60,000-square-foot freight yard and pad east of the passenger-station

complex at Strasburg; and (3) Minimize operational conflicts with passenger

service, which is among the most intense in the tourist-railroad industry.  In

high season, two steam trains run simultaneously on the single-track line, with

occasional dramatic spikes caused on special occasions such as Thomas the Tank

Engine events.

“We wanted to be able to index [sort] the cars at Leaman Place,” Weaver

says, “so we [wouldn’t] have to use the passenger tracks or coordinate with

passenger operations.”  That’s a dramatic turnaround from 2006 to 2009, when the

road “hardly handled any freight traffic,” says Weaver.  It had one customer, an

Exide battery manufacturer that took in covered hoppers of plastic pellets with

which to make battery cases.  The volume was so low that the company

(temporarily, it turned out) dropped membership in the American Short Line and

Regional Railroad Association.

In 2008, Weaver said, the railroad’s Board of Directors ordered a strategic

review of re-entering the freight business, which he undertook. It also laid the

groundwork for acquiring property for expansion just west of the Amtrak junction,

east of where steam trains now turn for their return trip to Strasburg.  A key

parcel of real estate became available in 2019.  The railroad bought the property

at 17 Meadow Lane for $425,000 and began negotiating with Amtrak to lease more

track and right-of-way space adjacent to the Keystone line.

Amtrak was more than cooperative, said Weaver, who gave credit to the carrier’s 
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Mid-Atlantic engineering department.

Phase 1 of the project involved rehabilitating the Amtrak-NS interchange

track, building new track, building a new loading dock, and improving drainage to

minimize flooding and meet local municipal requirements.  Some of the interchange

track had previously been the Pennsylvania Railroad’s main line Track 1, laid

with heavy-duty 152-pound rail that was still in good shape and showing minimal

wear. Strasburg set the premium rail aside, improved the roadbed and ties, and

spiked it back in place.  Nearly a year ago, Strasburg opened that phase by

delivering three boxcars to Capital Forest Products, which the railroad describes

as “one of the East Coast’s largest stocking distributors of cedar shakes and

shingles, roofing and siding.”

Phase 2 added two tracks of storage capacity, a public team track, and

runaround capability that doesn’t conflict with the adjacent passenger runaround. 

Altogether, the work consists of about a mile of added and upgraded track.  One

of the tracks occupies the right-of-way of an ancestor of the Pennsylvania

Railroad, the state-owned Philadelphia & Columbia Railroad, which opened in 1834. 

To honor that heritage, Strasburg named it the P&C track.  Funding was provided

through a public-private partnership, with the Pennsylvania Department of

Transportation supplying $3.3 million through its Rail Transportation Assistance

Program.  For its match, Strasburg provided about $800,000.  The delivery of five

boxcars of lumber products to Capital, and the opening of all five other tracks,

signified the completion of Phase 2 and the full opening of the yard, pending a

final inspection on March 1.

“It’s really exciting to see Capital get a nice big slug of cars,” says

Weaver, who characterized the firm as Strasburg’s first industrial customer,

meaning an on-line industry with a dedicated siding.  All other customers

transload their shipments, whether inbound or outbound.

Weaver, also a qualified locomotive engineer, ran the inaugural trip to the

new yard, with Matt Hoover as his conductor.  After delivering the boxcars to

Capital, they sorted the remainder for placement after arrival back at Strasburg. 

On that day, they placed a high-value center-beam flatcar there that had been

loaded with building products, and the customer unloaded it within two hours. 

Then Weaver and Hoover made another round=trip to deliver the car back to

interchange, thus minimizing the very high per diem cost of keeping that

particular car on SRC rails.

With newly expanded capacity, Weaver looks for more business ahead.  “We’re

always knocking on doors [of prospective shippers and receivers], asking, ‘Are

you content with your logistics?’” Weaver says.  All Class III railroads

experience turnover in their customer portfolio, he said, as needs and business

models evolve.  Sometimes loss of a customer occurs when railroads poach

customers from each other, particularly for transload business, where a dedicated

siding on-site isn’t necessary.

Jim Hager, Strasburg’s General Manager since September, came out to watch

the yard opening.  He’s seen firsthand the revival of freight traffic, including

from some surprising sources.  “We have three new customers, including one

[lumber business] right in Strasburg,” Hager says.  “He said to us, ‘I never knew

you did freight, I thought you only did passenger trains.’” (By Dan Cupper for

Trains News Wire)
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