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A SUNNY DAY FOR A PICNIC! On Saturday, August 20, 2022, PCC No. 7407
awaits riders attending the Joint Baltimore & Potomac Chapters’ NRHS
Annual Picnic, which was hosted by the Baltimore Streetcar Museum. Car
No. 7407 was purchased by Baltimore Transit in 1944 from the PullmanStandard Car Manufacturing Company. It was the last streetcar to
operate on the streets of Baltimore on November 3, 1963. Photo by:
Teresa Renner
PROGRAM: Long-time Potomac Chapter member Randy Anderson will present a
digital program covering all of the railroads that served Hagerstown,
Maryland, beginning in 1841 with the Franklin Railroad to the present
day: CSX, Norfolk Southern, and Winchester and Western railroads.
Randy’s very creative program will be presented using two projectors
and two screens.
MEETING: September 20, 2022. 8PM. Lobby Level Auditorium of the
Montgomery County Executive Office Building, 101 Monroe Street,
Rockville, MD. This meeting will be in-person only.
NEXT MEETING DATE: October 18, 2022
DEADLINE FOR OCTOBER ISSUE: September 30, 2022. Send news items to
Clay Moritz, Editor, Potomac Rail News, at c.moritz@comcast.net
INFO ON CHAPTER ACTIVITIES: http://potomacnrhs.org/
ADDRESS MEMBERSHIP INQUIRIES TO: Rick Davidson, Membership Agent, 2908
Breezy Terrace, Alexandria, VA 22303-2401 rdavidsonjr2908@gmail.com
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THE CHAPTER FAMILY
If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick, has lost a loved one, or has a
new birth in the family, please contact the editor at: c.moritz@comcast.net
THIS MONTH’S COVER PHOTO: Before the advent of light rail in the 1970s, PCC cars
were the highest form of streetcar development achieved in North America. They
evolved from a design by the Presidents' Conference Committee (hence the
designation PCC), a group of street railway executives and car builders who first
convened in the late 1920s to design a modern, fast, comfortable, and quiet
standardized streetcar to win back riders from the ever-more-popular automobile.
In 1936, Baltimore became the second city, after Brooklyn, New York, to place an
order for the new cars, which eventually totaled 5,000 in use throughout most
principal cities in the United States, Canada, and Mexico. Baltimore Transit
purchased a large fleet of PCCs (275 in all), the first order from the St. Louis
Car Company of St. Louis, Missouri, and the balance from the Pullman-Standard Car
Manufacturing Company.
One of the latter, No. 7407 was among the last group of streetcars purchased
in 1944. It can comfortably seat 54 passengers, has rapid acceleration, high
speed (at least 42 miles per hour), and a smooth ride. No. 7407 was the last
streetcar to operate on the streets of Baltimore on November 3, 1963. It is
worth noting that even though the last PCC cars were built for the North American
market in 1952, a number still operate in revenue service in several United
States cities. (Baltimore Streetcar Museum website:
www.baltimorestreetcarmuseum.org and Baltimore Street Car Museum Collection:
www.baltimorestreetcarmuseum.org/collection Cover Photo By: Teresa Renner
SAVE THE DATE AND MAKE YOUR BANQUET RESERVATION NOW! On October 15th the Potomac
Chapter will, belatedly, celebrate our 50th Anniversary Banquet. The pandemic
postponed our celebration for two years. The banquet will be from Noon to 3PM at
the DoubleTree by Hilton, 620 Perry Parkway, Gaithersburg, MD 20877.
Our Guest Speaker Kevin Keefe, Former Editor, Trains Magazine, and a
Director for The Center for Railroad Photography & Art, will present “Potomac
Railroading,” A Guided Tour of Most of the Best Pictures from Kalmbach Media’s
David P. Morgan Library. Most will be from the Steam to Diesel Transition Era,
Great Photos of B&O, C&O, RF&P, Southern Railway, and Pennsylvania Railroad in
the Washington D.C. region in the 1950s and 1960s.
Kevin Keefe was born in Chicago and graduated from Michigan State
University’s School of Journalism in 1973. At MSU, he was a key figure in the
effort to restore Pere Marquette steam locomotive 1225, and his 2016 book for MSU
Press, Twelve Twenty Five: The Life and Times of a Steam Locomotive, won the
Library of Michigan’s prestigious Notable Books Award. In recent years he has
collaborated on books about photographers Jim Shaughnessy, Wallace W. Abbey, and
J. Parker Lamb. He has worked for daily newspapers in Michigan and Wisconsin,
and as an Associate Editor and Editor-in-Chief (1992–2000) of Trains Magazine.
Over the years, Kevin has authored many articles for Trains Magazine and other
railroad publications. He retired in 2016 as Kalmbach Media’s Vice PresidentEditorial after twenty-nine years with the company. Kevin is currently a
Contributing Columnist for Classic Trains Magazine and serves as a Director for
The Center for Railroad Photography & Art.
In addition, newly elected NRHS President, Tony White, will be in attendance
to recognize long-term NRHS members and comment on the Chapter's contributions to
the study of railroad history.
A Banquet Reservation Form is on page 11. Reservations must be received by
October 7, 2022.
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RAIL NEWS
AMTRAK CANCELS SOME LONG-DISTANCE TRIPS AS FREIGHT RAIL STRIKE THREAT LOOMS. On
Monday, September 12th , Amtrak announced that interruptions will begin Tuesday on
its national network. The passenger railroad said it is pulling trains on three
long-distance routes “to avoid possible passenger disruptions while on route.”
“These initial adjustments could be followed by impacts to all Long Distance
and most State-Supported routes,” Amtrak said in a statement. “These adjustments
are necessary to ensure trains can reach their terminals prior to freight
railroad service interruption if a resolution in negotiations is not reached.”
Amtrak owns and operates much of its own track in the busy Northeast
Corridor between Washington and Boston, but elsewhere it crosses the country on
tracks owned by freight lines. Commuter lines that run between major cities and
suburbs often operate on a similar model. Those freight tracks likely wouldn’t
be available to passenger trains in the event of a widespread strike.
On Monday, September 12th , Amtrak announced cancellations on trains with
Tuesday departures on the Empire Builder, the California Zephyr and the Southwest
Chief routes.
The Maryland Department of Transportation said Monday that freight railroad
CSX had notified it about the potential for a strike beginning Friday. The State
said a strike would result in the “immediate suspension” of all service on two of
its three MARC commuter lines serving the District — one to Baltimore and another
to Martinsburg, WV.
The Virginia Railway Express in Northern Virginia said CSX and Norfolk
Southern have notified VRE of the potential for the labor strike, which would
result in the immediate suspension of all VRE train service until a resolution is
reached. “We of course hold out hope for a resolution,” the agency said in a
notice to passengers. “VRE recommends riders plan for alternative commute options
in the event of a strike. We will continue to monitor the situation as events
unfold and will keep our riders informed.” (Washington Post)
THE NORFOLK & WESTERN 611 WILL BE OPERATING ONCE AGAIN AT THE STRASBURG RAIL ROAD
THIS FALL! The Virginia Museum of Transportation (VMT) and Strasburg Rail Road
are pleased to jointly announce that for a limited-time-only, the Strasburg Rail
Road will be hosting several events featuring the historic Norfolk & Western
Class J No. 611.
These ticketed events will mark the locomotive’s first public operations
following her Federally-required inspection, which took place with the help of
the Strasburg Rail Road Mechanical Department and the VMT Engine Crew at the
Strasburg Rail Road.
“On behalf of the Virginia Museum of Transportation, I’m thrilled to
continue our partnership with the Strasburg Rail Road where we have had the
opportunity to showcase the Class J 611 to thousands of visitors, perform
necessary maintenance, and generate revenue essential to preserving the
locomotive’s status as an operating steam engine in the years to come,” stated
Gavin Miller, 611 Assistant Operations Manager and Virginia Museum of
Transportation Board Member.
EVENT SCHEDULE:
*September 30 – October 2: At-the-Throttle-Experiences
*October 7 – October 9: Stationary Cab Tours
*November 9 – November 10: Photo Charter directed by Pete Lerro
*November 11 – November 13:Excursion Rides
A portion of the proceeds from these events benefit the Virginia Museum of
Transportation and support the preservation and maintenance of the Norfolk and
Western Class J No. 611.
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For tickets and more information, please visit the Strasburg Rail Road
website at: https://www.strasburgrailroad.com/611-experiences/.
#Americasoldestshortline #611atstrasburg #engine611 #nandw611 #NorfolkandWestern
#streamlined #lancastercountypa #strasburgpa #LancasterCounty #611ridesagain
(Strasburg Rail Road Press Release)
PROGRESS CONTINUES IN RESTORATION OF NASHVILLE STEAM LOCOMOTIVE 576. Nashville’s
own No. 576 turned 80 years old in August 2022. No. 576, along with the other J3 Class steam locomotives rolled out of the American Locomotive Company’s factory
in Schenectady, New York, in August of 1942. The ten brand new steam locomotives
made their way south and officially entered service on August 18th . There was no
time for fanfare for the new equipment as the entire country was mobilizing to
enter World War II and No. 576 was needed to haul troop and supply trains. No.
576 operated for ten years on the Nashville, Chattanooga, & St. Louis Railway and
was then placed in Centennial Park for nearly 70 years.
Renovations in Nashville on the No. 576 steam locomotive are beyond the
halfway point, with the train expected to become operational again sometime in
2024. Plans are to return No. 576, nicknamed “The Stripe,” as an active steam
engine for excursions.
The Nashville Steam Preservation Society has raised $2.1 million for the
overhaul with about $500,000 still needed. COVID-19 prevented volunteers from
helping with the work for a significant time, and the rise in supply and material
costs has had an impact. But “we’re confident that the $500,000 will get us over
the line,” said Nashville Steam Preservation Society Historian Joey Bryan.
Mechanical work continues, with plans to start testing the boiler sometime next
year, followed by steam tests Bryan said.
WATERTOWN WANTS TO BE READY. Watertown, a Wilson County city about 45 miles
from Nashville, is already the primary destination for Tennessee Railway Museum
excursion trains, which bring more than 500 tourists to the town of around 1,550
residents.
Historic Watertown acquired a 110-foot railway turntable more than three
years ago, specifically for the steam engine renovation, with hopes to draw more
trips from Nashville. The turntable will enable the steam engine to turn around
and continue moving forward in both directions, which is optimal.
Local businesses are very hopeful that the future excursions will draw
interest from the train riders. They anticipate that more of a constant flow is
really going to help.
Watertown already has track infrastructure and is considered the right
distance from Nashville for day trips. Tennessee Railway Museum excursions are
often supplemented with activities in town.
An estimated $2 million is needed to make the turntable operational and
include display tracks. The display tracks would extend from the turntable and
allow display cars to be changed out. “It offers up additional tourism
opportunities for our community and solidifies the connection we have with the
excursion train,” said Watertown Mayor Mike Jennings, Chair of the City’s
Turntable Steering Committee. Historic Watertown raised about $65,000, and the
City added about $5,000 to bring the turntable to Watertown from Atlanta. CSX
donated the turntable. A donation has also gone toward initial engineering.
The Committee is working t0 obtain Federal and State grants, private
donations and sponsorships for the project, Committee Member John Jewell said.
And the City has acquired land that mainly runs along the back portion of
properties along the tracks. “It’s icing on the cake,” said Shane Meador, the
Project Manager for the train. “The turntable will be a really good experience
for patrons and the general public.” A train station, model railroad building,
and a small railroad museum are part of a long-range plan.
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No. 576 was first used in 1942 and then became a display train at Centennial
Park in January 2019. Renovation work is being done at the Tennessee Central
Railway Museum. (Nashville Tennessean www.tennessean.com & The Nashville Steam
Preservation Society website: www.nashvillesteam.org)
FROM RUST BUCKET TO RIDE - RESURRECTING TRANSPORTATION HISTORY IN A SEPTA TROLLEY
SHOP. Every workday for 30 months, SEPTA restorers have been taking apart and
rebuilding, piece by piece, Philadelphia’s famous 1947 PCC II trolleys. When the
cars were removed from service on the Route 15/Girard Avenue trolley line in
January 2020, they arrived at the shops dented, rusty, and in need of complete
rebuilding. For the teams, that has meant working backward, figuring out how to
design and build replacement parts for the 75-year-old streetcars by analyzing
what’s left of the originals.
“We get there through trial and error; I feel that’s what a lot of
engineering is,” said Sabrina Eisl, 35, a Senior Project Engineer at SEPTA, who
leads the restoration’s design team. A few moldering PCC II blueprints found at
the bottom of some drawers at SEPTA were basically unreadable, Eisl said, and
manufacturers’ plans archived at a university offered limited help. Even the
latest software to analyze the properties and performance of materials can get
you only so far.
Philadelphians love their trolleys, particularly the 18 dinosaur PCC IIs
that were still running on Route 15. Cream-and-green trolley plush toys are
popular at SEPTA’s gift shop on Market Street. Fan websites, and countless posts
on Pinterest, are devoted to them. Some people have been known to hang photos
and paintings of the City’s PCC IIs in their homes.
The 18 trolleys are being rebuilt before they are put back in service. “To
me, it’s like an ice cream truck,” SEPTA CEO Leslie S. Richards said. “You know,
you hear that bell going and it brings back good memories. ... People just feel
attached to the trolleys.” She said it’s important for the Authority to keep at
least some PC IIs running as a touchstone, a link to Philadelphia’s history.
Edward Carruthers, SEPTA’s Assistant Chief of Rail-Equipment Maintenance,
thinks one reason the old cars are so popular is that they are beautiful.
“There’s an aesthetic to these — the shape, kind of like the Airstream. You just
don’t see things built like this anymore, with the big sweeping curves and the
tiers.”
Philly’s 150-year trolley history. Trolleys in one form or another have
been operating on Philadelphia streets for more than 150 years and, though the
street car network has shrunk, there are still five active lines in the City and
Delaware County. In the 1930s, chief executives of private streetcar companies
operating in the U.S. and Canada joined together to develop a standard design for
the cars, with interchangeable parts. They called themselves the Presidents
Conference Committee, or PCC.
Philadelphia got its first PCC IIs in 1947, built by the St. Louis Car Co.,
one of two major railcar manufacturers in North America at the time. They
arrived in the familiar color scheme: cream up top and green beneath, with a
maroon stripe separating the two. The Philadelphia Transportation Co. owned and
operated them, along with the Market-Frankford and Broad Street Lines; SEPTA took
over the private firm in 1968. Fast forward to 1992, the beginning of a run of
deep budget and service cuts in Philadelphia. More than 100 PCC II cars were
taken out of regular service on three trolley lines: Route 23, from Chestnut Hill
to Center City, at nearly 14 miles the longest streetcar line in the nation; Erie
Avenue’s Route 56; and Route 15, along the Girard Avenue corridor. SEPTA said it
wanted to resume service on all three with modern light-rail vehicles in a few
years. That led to more than a decade of public demands for the trolleys’ return
and political pressure from City leaders, including former Governor Ed Rendell,
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who had been mayor when the service was cut. Routes 23 and 56 remain bus lines
to this day. Trolley service came back only to the 8.2 miles of Route 15 in
2005, after 18 PCC IIs were patched-up at a rail car factory in Southwest
Pennsylvania. But after 15 years, corrosion from water and road salt had eaten
into floorboards. Steel struts and beams were covered in rust. Some of the
windows leaked. There were holes in roofs. And many of the cream-and-green
machines could not pass internal safety inspections, Agency officials said.
Major PennDot construction on Interstates 95 and 76 at either end of Route
15 was going to force SEPTA to temporarily substitute bus service for the
trolleys anyway in early 2020. So the Authority decided to use the time to fully
restore them, and to do the work in-house this time, including steel and aluminum
fabrication.
Getting down to ‘bare bones.’ “We’re aiming for September of next year, to
be able to run just over half the [Girard Avenue] route all rail, and use buses
on the rest,” said Scott Sauer, SEPTA’s Chief Operating Officer, who began his
career more than three decades ago as a trolley operator. They’ll need about 10
finished PCC IIs to make the plan work, Sauer said.
On the shop floor in late August, the first car in the row of four was
stripped down to its frame. Eisl, the Engineer, examined a new bolster, a
supporting beam that spans the undercarriage of the trolley and will hold one of
the trucks, or wheel sets, in place. Even with best guesses, it’s sometimes not
easy to tell what exactly a car is going to need until the skin is peeled off and
it’s down to the bare bones, she said.
“Each of these has their own signature,” said A.J. Niznik, a former
boilermaker who now tears down and rebuilds antique trolley cars for SEPTA. “A
lot of the issues are the same from car to car, but each one has a couple of
things that need special attention.” The trick is to recognize them and adjust.
For example, crews found that, in several cars, moisture had seeped in from
cracks along the “drip guards,” which sluice away rainwater, and caused metal
struts under the body to rust. The solution: extra welds and sealant. “It’s
always a learning process,” said Eisl, who has a background in civil engineering
and has worked for SEPTA for seven years. “You’re never bored.”
When it has had metal parts replaced and welds added, a PCC II car gets a
coat of primer and the aluminum skirt is bolted in. Then new flooring (marine
plywood sandwiched between sheet metal) is installed. And the old wiring, more
than 100 miles per trolley car, is yanked. “Like snakes on the ground,” Eisl
said.
A handicapped ramp was added to an old trolley at the SEPTA Woodland Shop in
Philadelphia. In late August, Carruthers, who has been overseeing the project,
stood by the fourth car in the line, Number 2337, which is getting some finishing
touches before it will go for testing at the Callowhill Depot, including trial
runs without passengers. Three coats of paint were applied in one of the shop’s
two-story trolley painting booths over about a week. It gleams, ready for the
museum floor. But it’s destined to be a workhorse, not a show pony. Soon
enough, Number 2337 will be grinding it out on Route 15 as a regular revenuegenerating transit vehicle. “It’s going to be almost heartbreaking to put these
on the street,” Carruthers said. “It’s like your child leaving home.” (The
Philadelphia Inquirer)
VIRGINIA'S EXPANDED TRAIN ROUTES SEE RECORD-HIGH INCREASE IN RIDERSHIP. With the
expansion of train routes in Richmond, Norfolk, and other parts of Virginia, the
commonwealth’s passenger rail system had a 30% increase in Amtrak ridership in
July compared with June, according to new data. The Virginia Passenger Rail
Authority (VPRA) recorded over 110,000 passengers during July, an all-time high.
It also represents a 20% increase compared with the same 2019 period.
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Virginia has six State-sponsored Amtrak routes. “We’re thrilled with the
way rail transportation is coming back post-COVID,” said Donald “DJ” Stadtler
Jr., Executive Director of VPRA. “Thankfully, over the last year or so, we’ve
seen that ridership come back, but we’ve still got a long way to go.”
Stadtler said July’s boost is partly due to the addition of round-trip
routes to Roanoke and Norfolk, along with the return of a round-trip to Newport
News that had shut down during the pandemic’s peak. The Norfolk route, which
includes stops at Richmond’s Staples Mill Station, had the second-largest
increase in the State, growing 23% between June and July to 40,763 passengers.
The Norfolk route is part of a $3.7 billion agreement the commonwealth
signed last year with CSX and Amtrak to double passenger service along the
Interstate 95 corridor. Overall, 908,075 passengers used Virginia’s Amtrak
services in 2021. Richmond’s Main Street and Staples Mill stations accounted for
193,999. The only station in Virginia that recorded more passenger boardings was
in Lorton, and it is not a State-supported train.
Stadtler said these numbers make it clear that Virginians are more likely to
travel by train if routes are made available, but the State still has a long way
to go in assuring its rail network is accessible and reliable. “We have 10
trains that go through Richmond every day,” Stadtler said. “If you go to any big
city like Chicago, Boston or New York, they’ve got trains coming in and out at
all times ... We’ve got to do more.”
Stadtler said in order to make Richmond a true multi-modal city, investing
in its rail network is a key. In order to make those investments, Stadtler said,
both the City and VPRA need to make partnerships in and beyond the region. VPRA
this year partnered with the North Carolina Department of Transportation and was
awarded a $58 million grant from the U.S. Department of Transportation to improve
the rail corridor between Raleigh and Richmond. The grant will fund preliminary
planning and engineering design for the approximately 162 miles of the S Line
between Raleigh and Richmond.
Stadtler also said VPRA plans to add more routes in 2026 and 2030 after the
scheduled construction of a $1.9 billion rail bridge over the Potomac River that
will expand the capacity for passenger trains.
VPRA has also maintained its partnerships with the Virginia Department of
Rail and Public Transportation and the Virginia Department of Transportation as
it continues a mission of increasing rail access in the City of Richmond and the
commonwealth. “We need to make sure that we’re putting service where people want
it,” Stadtler said. “All of these partnerships need to work well together.
Thankfully, I think we all want the same thing.” (Richmond Times-Dispatch)
VIRGINIA: A POTENTIAL NEW TRAIN ROUTE BETWEEN BLACKSBURG AND HAMPTON ROADS COULD
SLASH TRAVEL TIME BY RAIL ACROSS THE STATE. A proposed train route between
Newport News and Blacksburg would also have stops in Williamsburg, Richmond,
Charlottesville, and Roanoke. With beaches, historical sites, and theme parks,
Hampton Roads often draws visitors from the western part of the State. In turn,
mountain lovers and football fans here frequently trek west for outdoor
excursions or to cheer on Virginia Tech.
A potential new train route could help Virginians from either side get back
and forth faster than other rail options. The route under consideration by the
State, the Commonwealth Corridor, would speed rail travel from western Virginia
to Hampton Roads, making it a roughly seven-hour trip from the Blacksburg area to
Newport News. It would offer a handful of other stops, including Roanoke,
Charlottesville, Richmond, and Williamsburg.
“I think any additional mode of transportation to get people to the
peninsula would be an awesome idea,” said Liz Parker, President of the Newport
News Hospitality Association. Parker said she expects it would have a positive
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impact on tourism, which creates jobs and brings in tax revenue. “That’s what’s
so important about tourism; there is such a ripple effect,” she said. “We are
always excited by anything that will help keep the tourism machine well-oiled and
greased.”
The route was proposed in a 2018 report from several agencies, including the
Southern Environmental Law Center (SELC) and the Hampton Roads Regional Chambers
of Commerce (HRRCC). The report concluded the new route would have other
benefits, including reducing traffic and connecting dozens of colleges and
universities.
Additional train routes are always appreciated by business travelers, said
Gretchen Heal, Senior Vice President for Governmental Affairs with the HRRCC.
Traveling by train can be more productive because riders can work along the way,
she said, while avoiding airport delays.
Trip Pollard, a Senior Attorney with the SELC, said the organization also
estimates it would cut carbon pollution, which exacerbates climate change, by
about 15 million pounds per year. Hampton Roads is at an above-average risk for
experiencing the affects of climate change. The region is among the most
vulnerable in the nation in terms of sea level rise, and has experienced a nearly
two-fold increase in hot days since 1950.
“Rail uses far less fuel and produces less energy than passenger vehicles do
so every car that we get off the road would help,” Pollard said. “I think we
need to make (the route) a reality.” But Pollard said many other steps are
needed before the project would get rolling. It would likely need further
studies and a green light from the Commonwealth Transportation Board.
Delegate Mike Mullin, D-Newport News, said many of his constituents have
voiced a desire for more statewide rail options. With potential new routes on
the way, and a new transportation center under construction in Newport News,
Mullin believes train travel will become increasingly popular in Hampton Roads.
The new transportation center will serve as a hub for trains, taxis, and buses,
and will offer more accessible options for travelers with disabilities. “I think
both of those together are really going to light a fire under passenger rail in
the Peninsula,” he said.
Although the new route could have benefits, Jennifer DeBruhl, Director of
the Department of Rail and Public Transportation, said it won’t be a quick
undertaking. Nearly 50 miles of track would need to be reconstructed, she said,
and the project would cost about $400 million. But DeBruhl said a recent
feasibility study from the Department estimated that about 175,000 passengers
would use the route annually. “It definitely has potential but it would require
a lot of infrastructure investment,” she said. “We would probably be looking at
a 2040 timeframe.” (The Virginian Pilot)
FIVE METRO STATION NAMES CHANGED ON SEPTEMBER 11. Metro's Board approved the
name changes, effective Sunday, September 11, after receiving requests from local
jurisdictions.
White Flint becomes North Bethesda, Largo Town Center becomes Downtown
Largo, Tysons Corner becomes Tysons and Prince George’s Plaza changes to
Hyattsville Crossing. The West Falls Church station’s secondary name will lose
“UVA” — a reference to the University of Virginia — while keeping its “VT”
reference to Virginia Tech.
Some station signs reflecting the changes already have been completed at
White Flint and Largo Town Center, Metro officials said.
Changes on signage and maps are paid for by the jurisdictions requesting the
name changes. Metro allows local governments to request name changes for
stations within their boundaries, and a handful of Metro’s 91 stations have seen
their names change in recent years. Often stations are renamed after the
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departure of a landmark or other change near the station. (Washington Post)
FOR METRO RIDERS IN VIRGINIA - SHORT-TERM PAIN FOR LONG-TERM GAIN — AGAIN. In
2019, six stations south of Reagan National Airport were shut down for a whole
summer, as Metro remodeled and upgraded station platforms. Now, those same six
stations will be closed again for the next six weeks in the name of more
improvements.
“The first phase is going to allow us to do a cut-in” for the future Potomac
Yard Station, Metro General Manager Randy Clarke said on September 9th . The work
will link the future station to the tracks that already run by it.
Even when those six stations open back up, they’re set for October 23rd , the
disruptions won’t end. The bridge and tunnel that run on the Yellow Line between
the Pentagon and L’Enfant Plaza will be undergoing a major repair project, and
trains will be detoured through Rosslyn until next summer. Clarke said it is all
being done in the name of safety and reliability. “Water seepage leads to
corrosion,” Clarke said. “That could lead to unfortunate things like tunnel
fires or bad track or other incidents.” “We’ll have no service across the bridge
into the City, but the Blue Line will be available so everyone will still be able
to go around.” There might be a few minutes longer, but we’re actually adding
more service there, as well, to accommodate more trips.” That repair project is
expected to last through May 2023. If not, it could open two years late, in
2024. (WTOP)
MORE 7000-SERIES CARS TO RETURN TO METRO’S RAILS LATER THIS MONTH.
Metro
announced on September 2nd that beginning September 12th , another 12 7000-series
trains, with eight cars each, will be allowed to run, bringing the total to 20
trains up from the current eight.
The Washington Metrorail Safety Commission approved the move on September
2nd , the latest step in the return to service plan for the 7000-series cars. All
748 of the cars, which represent about 60% of Metro’s fleet, were taken out of
service last fall over safety concerns after a train derailed because the wheels
on the train had shifted too far apart on their axles.
“Our 7000-series trains are the newest and most reliable in Metro’s fleet,
and they are key to providing the level of service our customers want and
deserve,” Randy Clarke, Metro’s General Manager and Chief Executive Officer, said
in the statement.
Since putting some of the trains back in service in June, “They have not
identified any instances” of the wheels moving more than they’re designed to,
said WMSC spokesman Max Smith. The timetable for returning more cars to service
“is discussed on a regular basis,” Smith said, but there’s no deadline “because
that could create an artificial pressure. The focus is on having the safety
procedures and processes in place that are needed.” “We all use the system,” he
said. (WTOP)
PATRIOT RAIL TO ACQUIRE FELLOW SHORT-LINE RAILROAD PIONEER LINES. Patriot Rail
says acquisition will enable company to serve freight and logistics needs in new
markets. Jacksonville, Florida-based short line operator Patriot Rail has signed
an agreement to acquire Denver-based Pioneer Lines from parent company BRX
Transportation Holdings. Pioneer Lines operates 15 short-line railroads across
12 states, while Patriot Rail operates 16 short-line railroads in over 15 states.
Patriot Rail says the acquisition would offer rail users enhanced service
options across more locations in the U.S. New markets would be located in
Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan,
Mississippi, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Tennessee.
Patriot Rail currently operates in Arizona, Arkansas, California, Georgia,
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Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, Tennessee, Texas, Utah and Washington,
among other locations.
In June, Pioneer Lines announced that it is involved in two Federal grants
for infrastructure improvements, both of which will be matched by state and local
groups and the company. One is nearly $2.6 million for the Elkhart and Western
Railroad in Indiana, and the other is $1.8 million for the Gettysburg and
Northern Railway in Pennsylvania. (Freight Waves via High Green, Chesapeake
Railway Association)
UNION PACIFIC IS LATEST RAILROAD TO REOPEN HUMP YARD. Union Pacific has
reactivated their hump sorting facility at Davidson Yard in Fort Worth, Texas, to
ease the burden on the classification yard at West Colton, CA, where UP is
expanding the small “pop-up” intermodal terminal it opened in the summer of 2021.
“We recently began operating the Fort Worth hump as part of a strategic plan
to reduce manifest switching operations at West Colton,” spokeswoman Robynn
Tysver said. Norfolk Southern announced in late July that it is running cars
over the hump at Brosnan Yard in Macon, GA, and will soon resume hump operations
at Moorman Yard in Bellevue, OH, after maintenance work is completed.
Davidson, Brosnan, and Moorman yards were idled as part of each railroad’s
shift to an operating model based on the principles of Precision Scheduled
Railroading.
CSX, NS, and UP had idled or completely shutdown a combined 19 hump yards
since March 2017. UP idled the hump at Davidson in January 2020. It was the
fifth hump shutdown since UP adopted PSR in late 2018. At the same time, the
railroad has improved and expanded Englewood Yard in Houston and added a new hump
control system at Englewood, along with new signals, new switches and ties, and
extended bowl tracks.
According to railroad officials, humps remain the most efficient way to
classify high volumes of traffic. But, before PSR implementation many railroads
ran cars out of route simply to reach a hump yard or ran cars through more humps
than necessary on their journey across the railroad. It can take cars 24 hours
or more to make their way through a hump, versus 6 to 8 hours in a block swap,
operating officials say. (Trains News Wire via Highball, Old Dominion Chapter
NRHS)
RAILFAN GROUP HELPS WW&F MAKE FIRST REVENUE RUN ON NEWLY BUILT LINE IN MAINE. On
Saturday, August 6, the Wiscasset, Waterville & Farmington Railway ran its first
revenue passenger train on its newly extended main line, capping off more than
three decades of work rebuilding a section of one of the famous Maine twofooters. The trip was partially chartered by the Massachusetts Bay Railroad
Enthusiasts (RRE).
The WW&F is now running trains on a new section of track that has been
dubbed the “Mountain Extension” and gives the museum 3.5 miles of track
connecting Sheepscot Station with Trout Brook. In recent months, the museum has
installed a turntable, which originally belonged to the Bridgton & Harrison
Railroad, and a new station. Not far from the new end of the line is the Trout
Brook bridge, a Howe pony truss-covered bridge built for the Boston & Maine in
New Hampshire and moved to the museum a few years ago. The RRE hosted the last
fan trip over the bridge when it was still on the B&M branch to Berlin, NH,
decades ago and got to host the first over it at its new home.
The WW&F Railway Museum began laying track north of Wiscasset, near the
village of Alna, back in the early 1990s on the original right-of-way. Along
with 3.5 miles of track, it also has multiple stations, a shop, roundhouse, water
tower, and more, all based on structures built by the original railroad that ran
until 1933. Find out more at www.wwfry.org. (Railfan & Railroad Rail News via
Highball, Old Dominion Chapter, NRHS)
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POTOMAC CHAPTER, NRHS
TH
50 ANNIVERSARY ANNUAL BANQUET
SATURDAY, October 15, 2022, 12 Noon - 3:00 PM
Because of events, we are two years late in celebrating our 50 th
Anniversary. We look forward to gathering to mark the occasion.
ALL POTOMAC CHAPTER MEMBERS, GUESTS, AND OTHER INTERESTED
RAILFANS ARE INVITED. PLEASE JOIN US FOR AN ENJOYABLE EVENT!
Guest Speaker: Kevin Keefe, Former Editor, Trains Magazine, and a Director for The Center
for Railroad Photography & Art, will present “Potomac Railroading,” A Guided Tour of Most
of the Best Pictures from Kalmbach Media’s David P. Morgan Library. Most will be from
the Steam to Diesel Transition Era, Great Photos of B&O, C&O, RF&P, Southern Railway,
and Pennsylvania Railroad in the Washington D.C. region in the 1950s & 1960s.

LOCATION: DoubleTree by Hilton Washington D.C. North, 620 Perry
Parkway, Gaithersburg, MD 20877 DIRECTIONS: FROM THE CAPITAL
BELTWAY (I-495): TAKE I-270 North to Exit 11 MD-124 Montgomery Village
Ave, Go right (East) on Montgomery Village Avenue, Stay in right lane
and Turn Right at MD 355, (N. Frederick Avenue); Stay in right lane and
Turn Right on Perry Parkway and proceed to 620 Perry Parkway, which is
on the right past the shopping center. Hotel phone: (301) 977-8900
SOCIAL HOUR: 12:00 PM (CASH BAR); LUNCH: 12:45 PM. PROGRAM: 1:45PM
BUFFET STYLE; HERB MARINATED CHICKEN BREAST, FLANK STEAK WITH MUSHROOM
CREAM SAUCE , VEGETARIAN ON REQUEST, SOUPS, SALADS, VEGETABLES, DESSERT.
If you have special dietary needs, please indicate on the reservation
form or email potomac70@live.com. We will try to make arrangements with
the hotel.
COST: $47.00 PER PERSON
DOOR PRIZE DONATIONS WILL BE GRATEFULLY ACCEPTED
RESERVATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY October 7, 2022. PLEASE USE OUR ON-LINE
RESERVATIONS AT: http://potomacnrhs.org/ Please note that we will assess

a $1.50 handling fee for each meal purchased, in order to defray
the PayPal transaction costs; OR COMPLETE THE RESERVATION FORM
BELOW AND MAIL IT ALONG WITH YOUR CHECK TO: POTOMAC CHAPTER, NRHS
– BANQUET, P.O. BOX 235, KENSINGTON, MD 20895-0235 FURTHER
INFORMATION: (703) 255-3258 or email potomac70@live.com
================================================================================
PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: "POTOMAC CHAPTER, NRHS"

Name & Address:__________________________________________________
Phone number:

______________ E-mail:___________________________

Guest Name

Cost

Total:
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