Thursday, April 11, 1963 Press, Binghamton, N.Y.

E-L Freight Cars, Engine Derail at Greene

6-Man Crew Apparently Uninjured

By JOE QUINN

Norwich Bureau Chief

A six-man crew of a northbound Erie-Lackawanna freight train early today escaped serious injury when the locomotive swerved onto a siding causing derailment of 11 cars and the lead engine. 

Railroad officials investigating at the scene this morning declined comment on reports of observers that a switch north of the principle [sic] crossing here was open, diverting the train from its route on the main line onto the siding. 

Engineer Paul Loeffler of Norwich estimated the speed of the train at “37 or 38 miles per hour”. He said he always brakes the locomotive on its northbound run as it approached Greene because of “sagging” or a downgrade. 

He was riding in the first of two diesel engines with fireman Miles Powell of Whitesboro. The lead engine came to a stop just beyond the end of the siding north of the Page Seed Co. The engine came to rest with its nose down an embankment against half of a sheered [sic] utility pole. James Page of Norwich, trainman who was aboard the second engine estimated the time of the accident at 3:45 o’clock. 

One section of the train buckled on the siding adjacent to the former novelty works here, ripping into the side of a building owned by Karl Timmerman of Fayetteville. It also snapped a utility pole along the siding near the Page Seed Co. yanking down entrance lines to the plant.

One car, apparently carrying grain, rested on its side perpendicular to the tracks with some of its cargo spewed onto the ground. 

Sections of track were torn loose and ties were loosened from their moorings. Area of the main track, some distance north of the siding switch, were bowed several feet, apparently caused by the force of the train when it diverted onto the siding rails. 

John Crowley of Binghamton, trainmaster summoned to the scene, said that no statement regarding the cause of the derailment could be made until superintendent James Conway arrived from Scranton, Pa., headquarters for the railroad division. He said 11 cars and an engine derailed.

Mr. Page said the train, number BU19, left Binghamton around 2:30 o’clock and was bound for Utica. The train consisted of 29 freight cars and two engines, he said.

The freight was carrying what was described as heavy cargo, including grain, paper, pulp products and coal, according to crew members.

Mr. Crowley estimated it would take at least until tomorrow to clear the wreckage. Arrival of relief trains from Scranton was awaited this morning.

Trains can continue to operate on the single track Utica-Binghamton run, he said, by diverting them through Greene along a siding west of the main line.

Mr. Loeffler, referring to the braking, saying he was “giving it everything it had”. He said it was snowing at the time of the accident and that the tracks were slippery.

Ronald Hart of Utica, a brakeman riding in the caboose, said he didn’t feel anything. When he heard the air of the emergency brakes, he said, he thought the train might have struck a car at the crossing.

Other members of the crew included Roger Haines of Binghamton, conductor, who was also in the caboose, and John Diefenbacher of Oxford, a trainman, who was a passenger in the second engine with Mr. Page.

Assisting railroad investigators was Greene Police Chief William Hennings. Greene firemen directed by Chief Robert Granger were at the scene. Firemen attempted to pull several freight cars with a fire truck in an effort to clear the crossing, but to no avail.

Another train unit from Binghamton later cleared the crossing.

