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Layout Photos of the Month 
Mike Fyten’s Kaw Valley Railroad is featured 
this month. The S Scale layout is loosely based 
on the Kansas City, Kaw Valley and Western 
Railroad. Originally an interurban line, it ran 
between Kansas City, Kansas and Lawrence, 
Kansas. The time period is the 1950’s and uses 
steam and diesel motive power, plus a gas 
electric doodlebug. 
The photographs were taken by the Editor 
during the Mid-Continent Regional meeting in 
August 2025. 
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Minutes of the February Meeting 
The regular monthly meeting of the Sunrise 
Division of the National Model Railroad Asso-
ciation was held on February 5, 2026, at Holy 
Love Lutheran Church. Superintendent Wil-
liam Boorman conducted the meeting. The 
meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. 
Twenty-seven members attended the meeting 
in person, and one member streamed the 
meeting on Zoom. 

The meeting began with self-introductions 
and describing  current modeling projects. 

Treasurer Dave Clifford announced that the 
Division members’ contributions to Holy Love 
Church for 2025 totaled $590. 
 
Regional President, Gary Myers, reminded 
everyone of the upcoming Rocky Mountain Re-
gional Convention to be held in South Dakota. 
He listed the many convention activities that 
are planned for the event. He also noted that 
convention shirts are now available for pur-
chase. 
 
Gary asked for volunteers to fill Regional 
Board director positions, the vice-president 
position and the secretary position. 
 
Modular Layout Chair Adam Crews reminded 
us that the TECO (Train Expo Colorado) model 
train show is February 28th and March 1st in 
Colorado Springs. 
 
William adjourned the meeting at 8:58 p.m. 
 
Submitted by Bob Hochstetter, Secretary, Sun-
rise Division 
 
Tool Time, Show ‘n’ Tell, the Clinic, additional 
announcements, and more are included in this 
issue of the Herald. (Ed.) 
 

Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be Thursday,  
March 5, 2026, in person at Holy Love Lu-
theran Church, 4210 S. Chambers Road, Au-
rora, Colorado. The meeting will start at 7:00 
p.m. The meeting will also be streamed on 
Zoom with sign in between 6:30 and 7:00. 

 
 

Video of the Month 
This 13-minute video of the 1880 Train of 
South Dakota offers a preview of the excursion 
planned for the Rocky Mountain Regional Con-
vention in May. (Ed.) 
 
South Dakota's 1880 Train: A Historic 
Steam Ride Through the Black Hills 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C9sbOJz
u52A 
If you find a video that you think our members 
might enjoy, please send me the link. (Ed.) 

 
March Meeting Themes 
 

Tool Time  
Tools for Coal on Hoppers - Larry Stephens 
 

Show ‘n’ Tell  
Tractors 
 

Clinic 
DIY DCC Throttle—Dave Clifford 
 

Show ‘n’ Tell 
February’s Show ‘n’ Tell subject was Cattle. 
 
When Rich Flammini lived in Minnesota, he 
was an active member of the New Brighton 
Connection Model Railroad Club. For this 
month’s Show ‘n’ Tell, he brought this HO stock 
car that was produced to celebrate the club’s 
30th anniversary in 2008. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C9sbOJzu52A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C9sbOJzu52A
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Bill Johnson showed this picture that he calls 
“The Great Escape.” Bill said that the Trix stock 
cars are prototypically correct for the Union 
Pacific Railroad. 

 
 

Gary Myers turned his Show ‘n’ Tell into a 
mini-clinic on preparing model cows for use 
on a layout. 
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Larry Stephens presented the Tool Time por-
tion of the meeting and sent the following 
write-up to accompany his photos. 
 

Track Cleaner from Scrap/Junk 
 
Track cleaning is probably the last thing we 
want to spend time on, but it is the first thing 
to do before running trains for an operating 
session or a train show. On the Sunrise modules 
we have used a track cleaner with a roller. This 
one is from Center Line Products. It costs about 
$125. It does clean but takes some time. 

 
 
We use the Walthers car with an abrasive pad. 
It does clean as it is porous and will hold some 
alcohol for cleaning. It is best at cleaning track 
with newly laid ballast as it removes any glue 
that might be on the track. Cost about $35. 

 
 
I use a simple inefficient but great cleaning 
method. I use cut cloths with alcohol. I drag 
them across the rails, changing the location of 
the pad as I go by the rail, I am not fond of do-
ing it this way. 

 

 
 
Some of the track cleaning cars on eBay. 

 
$25 

 
 

 
$100 

 
 
The trouble with most of these is that the bet-
ter they clean, the sooner a propriety cleaning 
pad is needed. 
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One of the cleaning cars that Adam has.

 
$184 DCC ready 
 
I would say it’s probably one of the best. Made 
by MNP with car by ACCURAIL. Again, you need 
to buy additional pads at $7 for 12. I’ve 
watched a YouTube on this car. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zCdO-
7onhIE&list=UUhD02AAg3NxFbAAmAy38I6Q 

  
 
I came across this one that goes for $80. Shine-
o-Matic. https://ppw-aline.com/collections/ 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2-
7mGEECnfU 
Simple and looks to be effective. Again, you 
need to buy additional material at $6 for 3 
yards. Not too bad. 
You could probably cut your own. 

 
 
 
 

After some attempts to make my own, I finally 
have success and it’s a simple design. For many, 
it will cost nothing but your time. The only cost 
is the wipes, 200 for about $5. My guess, I 
would use about 20 per day at the TCA show. 
Unlike some proprietary pads, these pads will 
be available as long as we have arms. 
The parts you need. The clothes pin is 2 inches 
long. You will also need double stick tape and a 
screw. 

 
 

Drill a hole the size of the spring. This will be 
your new hole for the spring. 

 
 
Modify the clothes pin: Remove and sand the 
horizonal red line for a flush fit. Cut grove so 
spring arm is flush with the clothes pin. This 
will make the clothes pin flush with the truck. 
Slide the spring around the clothes pin. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zCdO-7onhIE&list=UUhD02AAg3NxFbAAmAy38I6Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zCdO-7onhIE&list=UUhD02AAg3NxFbAAmAy38I6Q
https://ppw-aline.com/collections/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2-7mGEECnfU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2-7mGEECnfU
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Make sure the truck has a flat surface. Drill a 
hole in the truck for the small screw you are 
going to be using. Put the screw in the right 
side and put double stick tape in the left side. 
Make a bumper so you can push the cleaner 
with an engine. 

 
Top view 

 
 
Insert an alcohol pad all the way in and fold 
under the wheels. You can use the pad eight 
times. Placed back and then forward (2) 
turned over (2 more) turn the pad around for 
another 4 uses. Alcohol may dry out before you 
finish but it does keep cleaning. 

 
 
You can use it by pushing by hand for short 
sidetracks, yard, set up tracks, test tracks and 
so on. It can be pushed by an engine on longer 
tracks by adding weight to the track cleaner. I 
don’t use Kadee’s as this setup allows faster 
changing of pads. 

 
 
There are pros and cons for every one of the 
above cleaners.  
 
Pros 
Inexpensive and easy to reorder pads 
(Walgreens)   
Cleans with the best of them   
Easy to make several for faster cleaning 
 
Cons 
Goes forward only 
Small pad and the design mean more interven-
tion  
Nothing to patent Larry Stephens 

 
 

Clinic 
 

Dave Clifford presented this month’s clinic. It 
is reproduced here in its entirety. 
 

 
 

 
 

                                  

 

                              
                                                                             

                                          

                                                                           
                                                                 
                                                                          
                 

                                                                             
                                                     

                                                                         
                                                 



 7 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

                              
          

                

               

                                          

                            

 

               
                                      

                            

                       

                   

               

              

            

                     

 

                       
                               

                                                 

                

                        

                        

                        

                        

 

                                     

           

            

                              

                                

                                

 

                           

                                         

                                                        

                                                              
                                                                  
                                   

 

                

                                  

                                           
                     

  

                                 

                                                        
                                                             
                                                       
                                                               
                                                             
                                                                 
                                                              
                                        

  

                             

                                                                             
                                                                               
          

                                                                          
                                                                       
                                                                          
                                                              

  

             

                                                                         
                                                                               
                                                                                
                                       

  

     

                                                             
                                                               
                                                         
       

  



 8 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

              

                                                               
                                                             
                                   

  

                    

                           

                                                                     

                                                                      

                                            

                                                                

  

                    
                                                      

                                              

                                                                               

                                                  

                                                                                        

                       

                                                 

  

                   

                                                                

                                    

                                        

                                                 

                                                          

  

                               

                                                  

                                 

  

                        
                   

                                         

                                    
          

                                           

                         

                       

  

                        
                   

                                 

                           

                                      

                                             

                         

  

                                       

                      

  

                

             

       

      

                   

  

                                

                                         

                                          

                                               

                                                           

                                                         
                                                            

                                                         

  



 9 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

                 
                                                  

  

                   

  

                 

  

  

                           
                                                                                      

                                                                        

  

                               
                

                                                                                            
            

                                                                    

              

                             

      

  

                               
                 

                                                 

                                            
                

                               

  

              
                                        

                         

                           

                                 

                              

                       

                                        

                             

                                                                        
      

  

               

                                                           

                        

                                  

                                                           

  

                        

                                                               
             

                

         

                  

             

          

  



 10 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 This column is devoted to showcasing the 
modeling efforts of Sunrise Division mem-
bers. It can be anything—benchwork, wiring, 
weathering freight cars, depots, etc. (Ed.) 

Dennis Baucom is scratch building an HO scale 

barn. Here in Dennis’ own words are the back-

ground story that he told at the Division meeting 

and some of the terrific CAD drawings that he 

has made to build it. 

My layout starts with Main Street of George 
Iowa, a town of about 1100. It is about fifty 
miles southeast of Sioux Fall SD. I also want to 
include the family farm. The first structure that 
I am trying to scratch build is the barn that 
was on the farm my wife grew up on. It was six 
miles southeast of George. The train that ran 
through town was part of the Illinois Central 

Railroad. It started in Sioux Falls and went-
down through George. It tied into the line that 
went from Sioux City, Iowa to Chicago, Illinois. 
There was also a branch that went down to 
Council Bluffs, Iowa and Omaha, Nebraska. 

The barn was built in approximately 1920. 
They grew alfalfa, corn, oats, and soybeans. 
Her grandfather and dad used it to raise hogs, 
cows and chickens. They also stored alfalfa and 
straw in the hay loft. Her grandparents lived 
there at the time it was built. Her dad grew up 
on the farm. Her dad took over farming after 
he got married and raised a family of 5 chil-
dren. This was the era where there was no run-
ning water, had an outhouse and a one-room 
school one mile north of them. Both my wife 
and her dad attended the one room school 
through sixth grade. Our boys enjoyed playing 
in the barn when we went back on vacation. 

 

This is a picture of the actual barn door from 
that barn hanging over our fireplace.  An oil 
painting of the barn is on the door. It is looking 
north at the south side from the road. The 
white structure on the side is the corn 
crip.  The well pump in the foreground is from 
the well they had.  They eventually got rural 
water and did not need the pump any-
more.  The well did cave in, so her parents let 
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us have the pump. It is sitting on a wooden 
platform in the corner of our backyard.  

 

Interior framing 

North/ south wall framing 

West wall framing 

Roof framing 

3D Barn image 
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Neil Mc Gowan’s Leadville, Salida, and Climax R.R. layout 
 

 

 

 



 13 
 

 

 



 14 
 

 
 



 15 
 

 



 16 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


