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RAILCAMP 2012
by
Andrew Dietrick

Note: Andrew was co-sponsored at
RailCamp this year by Horseshoe
Curve Chapter, NRHS

How I Got Interested in Trains and My
Adventures at Railcamp

This is how I got involved with trains. I have
been a train buff since I was 2 years old, with
my collection of Thomas the tank engine, and
lots of rides behind steam locomotives like
Strasburg/Great Western 2-10-0 90 or East
Broad Top 2-8-2 Mikado’s 14 and 15, or
riding NRHS Excursions like the Reading and
Northern Hopper Jet Excursion. When I was
10 years old, I received a subscription to
Trains magazine from my parents, and the
articles on steam trains fascinated me! When
I was 14, I decided that I wanted a career with
Steam Railroading. Then, I got to go to rail
camp! I wrote letters to the NRHS Chapters
in the state asking them to sponsor me and,
after an enjoyable interview with some of the
members, the Altoona Chapter and the the
Lackawanna and Wyoming Chapter agreed
to sponsor me. This is my story about my
week at the Steam town National Historic
Site.

As I arrived at Scranton, I was able to see
Canadian National 2-8-2 No. 3254 pulling one
of the last yard shuttles of the day. When I
arrived at the University of Scranton, I was
greeted by Mr. Barry Smith, Vice President of
the NRHS and the crew of counselors of
Railcamp. After we settled in, we met
downstairs for a brief orientation in the 1%
floor lounge of Cordon Hall. After the
orientation and dinner, we went to see Mr.
Kenny Ganz of Steamtown N.H.S. He showed
us a PowerPoint about from how Steamtown
started, until to today here in Scranton. What
I learned from that powerpoint was that
Strasburg’s 89 was acquired from Steamtown
U.S.A. back in the1970’s when Steamtown
was still in Vermont. He showed us a picture
of Steamtown’s founder, F. Nelson Blount, in
the cab of the Green Mountain Railroad 89
(later Strasburg 89) after the power point.



Then it was off to bed to rise early for a ride
to Amtrak.

Day 1: we received a wakeup call at 5:30 in
the morning so that we could prepare and be
ready for the ride down to Wilmington to tour
Amtrak’s car shops at the Wilmington and
Bear Delaware shops. On the ride down, we
saw one NS Geep. At Wilmington, we were all
waiting to tour the shops and a few regionals
went by. When the Aclea Express came
through, we had a little photo line when it
went by. As I walked into the Wilmington
Locomotive and Car Shops, I was not only
stepping into an Amtrak backshop, I was also
standing in a piece of history. The building
was built by the PRR to service the famous
GG-1’s and now Alcea Express and HPP-8’s
at Wilmington. They gave us a thumb drive in
the design of their newest electric that will
replace the current war horses, starting in
2013.

After Wilmington, we toured the Bear Car
Shops. We saw a lot of Amfleet coaches and
Acela Express passenger Coaches. (Amtrak is
currently expanding the Acela express by
adding Cars.) We were able to climb into a
PRR Metroliner Car. I learned from Amtrak
that it takes a lot of craftsmanship to keep
Amtrak’s cars and locomotives on the road.
We arrived back in Scranton around 8:30
that evening and had a briefing before
heading to bed.

Day 2: We were woken up around 6:00 so that
we could be ready to go to Steamtown. We
were doing interpretations on a locomotive
RPO, caboose or boxcar. I was doing the
coupler and demonstrated on the cut away
steamer 8. One thing I learned from
interpretation is that being a tour guide is a
lot harder than it looks. That afternoon, we
went to the Lackawanna Coal Mine tour in
McDade Park. The Lackawanna Coal mine
tour (slope 190) is 1 of 3 anthracite tourist
mines in the state of Pennsylvania. The other
two are Pioneer Tunnel in Ashland, PA and
No. 9 mine, in Lansford PA. After being
pulled out of slope 190, we went to the
Anthracite Museum to learn more about the
Scranton Area and anthracite around the
area. I learned at the mine and the museum,
that it’s a slope tunnel mine instead of the

tunnel mines like the Pioneer Tunnel or the
no. 9 mine.

After the mine and the Museum, we went
back to our dorms and filled out our journals.
We went to dinner and then relaxed for the
rest of the night.

Day 3: We walked to Steam town to work on
locomotive stills. We created them using skills
in welding, plasma cutting, grinding, and
riveting. I learned that riveting is a fine art.
After I was done with all of these skills, I went
over to the paint booth to have my still
painted. The Steam town Shop crew said I did
a good job for a first time welder. I learned
that welding and plasma cutting are some
tools need to fix a steam locomotive or make
new parts for it. In the afternoon we had
presentations done in the Steamtown Theater.
The first presentation was done by Joe
McHugh & Chris Jagodzinski about careers
with Amtrak. I learned that Amtrak has good
benefits, but that you might be on call 24/7.
The next presentation was done By Mike
Muldowney about the generation of steam. I
learned that when cleaning the ash pan, you
need to divert water to cool the ashes to
reduce the risk of getting burned, or causing
the ties under the locomotive to burn.

Day 4: We walked to Steamtown and learned
about Operation Lifesaver from Officer Tom
Walsh from the Canadian Pacific Railway.
Then we went into the yard to learn how to
replace a brake shoe. I learned how to operate
a brake handle on a coach. My group
inspected underneath 3254, and we all went to
tour the Lackawanna F7 unit that was sitting
in the roundhouse. I learned that, inspecting
locomotives, even steam locomotives, is
required by FRA, to inspect them for defects
or other problems. We were having lunch in
the restoration lunch room when someone
mentioned that 3254 was firing up. Not
missing this opportunity, several of my group
went to the Roundhouse. There simmering in
her stall was 3254 fired up and ready to go for
the yard shuttle on Friday.

In the Afternoon we all took a ride on the
Electric City Trolley to their trolley shop. My
favorite part of the ride was when we went
through the mile long Crown Ave tunnel. I
have been to the Rockhill trolley museum in



Rockhill Furnace, and I give the ECTM two
thumbs up! I learned that the trolley line we
rode was the Laurel line, Scranton’s trolley
line, now operated by the Delaware
Lackawanna Rail Authority.

Day 5: The big day came when were going to
operate trains big and small, steam and diesel.
My group got first dibs riding the high-railer.
I learned how to put wheels on a High-railer,
which is used with crews that maintain and
inspect the track. After that, we all went over
to the small live steamer being prepared by
Bruce Mowbray. Bruce showed me how to
operate the live steamer. I was able to shovel
some coal into it like on a Big Steam
Locomotive. When I operated that live
steamer, I felt like a Steam engineer on a full
sized steamer. I learned that running the live
steamer is like the real one, but on a smaller
scale. It’s a good way to start working with
steam engines, and gives experience that can
help you work your way up to the full sized
steam locomotives. While waiting for my
group to operate the 514, it gave me a number
of times for 3254 to perform photo run bys.
One the times of during the day, the fireman
on 3254 let us come into the cab of 3254 a few
at a time. I was able to blow the whistle on
3254. I felt like I was the 3254 engineer for a
minute. That afternoon, my groups learned to
couple and uncouple, and operate the Nickel
plate road 514. I was one of the first few
people to couple and uncouple 514. First I
used the circle motion to back up. When 514
got close, I held out my hand to slow and then
waved it back and forth to stop. After
stopping, I used 3 step protection and my
engineer answered back with 3 step
Protection. After checking the couplers, I used
3 step production down. My engineer
answered back with 3 step protection down.
After I signaled 514 to back up, we made the
coupling. Then I used the stretch signal to
stretch the couplers. I went down to hook up
the air hoses and I used 3 step protection
down. My engineer answered back with 3 step
production down. Now with uncoupling, I
pulled the cut off lever and the pin came out
of the tight lock. I signaled my engineer to
move forward and 514 gave me two blasts on
the horn. The 514 moved and the air hoses
automatically uncoupled. Shortly after, I
signaled her to stop. Then it was my turn to
ride the 514. I was filled with excitement! I
climbed on board after being the conductor

back up. I switched seats and I was in the
engineer’s seat of 514 ready to go. With 1750
horsepower at my fingertips she was in my
control. But we were going yard speed. The
horn on 514 is like the ones of the gg1’s when
the stopping the GP9. I pulled on the engine
brake and slowly 514 came to a smooth stop.
She’s a nice engine to run and ride. From
what I learned from being the conductor and
engineer on 514 it gives me a taste what
conductors and engineers have with
communication when coupling or uncoupling
cars or Locomotives on the big railroads like
Norfolk Southern or Reading and Northern.
After I was done running the 514, I was
watching 3254 pulling yard shuttle trains and
watching them put the 3254 away.

After they had 3254 away, I and a couple of
rail campers and friends hopped on board the
514 to ride with it in to the Roundhouse. I was
sitting in the fireman’s seat of 514. Then we
all went back to Steamtown to go have dinner
with family and friends. After dinner we were
presented our Railcamp certificates and other
goodies, like special shirts that proclaimed we
were railcamp survivors. After getting our
goodies, we packed up our stuff and said
goodbye to our newly made friends, and
goodbye to Steamtown crews that were with
us. The skills I learned at Railcamp would
help me with a career as a Locomotive
engineer or a Conductor for a short line like
the Reading and Northern Railroad or the
Strasburg Railroad. It’s been a blast for me
working with steam locomotives!

I would like to thank the following people and
NRHS chapters that helped me to come to
Railcamp. I thank Mr. Barry Smith, Mr.
Gary Yanko, Ms. Erica Bauer, Ms. Janice
Bauer, Mr. Clifford Clements, Mr. William
Chapman, Mr. Andrew Morris, Mr. Mike
Muldowney, Mr. Kevin Phalon, Mr. Alex
Polimeni. Mr. Bud Thompson, Lackawanna
and Wyoming valley Chapter of the NRHS
and Horseshoe Curve Chapter of the NRHS,
Amtrak, Canadian Pacific Railroad,
Steamtown N.H.S., MR Bruce Mowbray. Mr.
Kipp Hagen Superintendent Steamtown
N.H.S., park ranger Mr. Kenny Ganz, and
most of all my mom and dad.

Andrew Dietrick
Box 127



Ralston, PA 17763
570-995-5040
dannyphantomfan @verizon.net

UNDER THE WIRE
by
Leonard E. Alwine

Time For A Good Old Fashioned Breezer
Ride

As I sat melting in the heat with temps around
the 100-degree mark this summer, I couldn’t
help but wish for the good ““olde” days and a
trolley ride to the park on an old fashioned
“breezer” car. Actually, they were called open
cars but received the nic-name “breezer” due
to the air breezing past you as they ran down
the tracks.

From approximately 1890 to 1920, any trolley
company worth a grain-of-salt would have
had some for of an open car for the summer
months and, of course, a park outside of town
that usually could only be reached by riding
on the trolley line.

Trailer Car # 22 (Brill). This car perished in a carbarn
fire in 1898.

The parks always had a lake or pond for
swimming and boating, a gazebo or
bandstand from which bands would play
period music in the evenings for listening and
dancing, sometimes even a large dancehall
was constructed for bad weather , and there
were usually picnic grounds, a midway with
period games and foods at concession stands.
And, of course, there were lots of lights to
make the night time look festive; an
abundance of tall trees also made the evenings
cool with their shade and ‘natural’ air-
conditioning.

-

The Midway at Lakemont Pérk near the Merry-Go-
Round

The combination of the open trolley ride to
the park and the ‘cool’ park made it a place to
go evenings and weekends to get away from
the hot city and its smog and dirt.

A&LVERY # 226, a semi-convertible car.

For the trolley company, it meant increased
ridership at non-peak times and since they
also owned the park, monies spent there was
just another plus in the company coffers.

Logan Valley (Altoona & Logan Valley
Electric railway) was no exception to this
plan. They had 30 open cars and several
semi-open trailer cars in their fleet, and, of
course, they had Lakemont Park. The open
cars had seats or benches that ran across the
car body, making it possible to load and
unload rapidly right out the side of the car. To
keep things going faster, the conductor
usually walked along the running board as the
car ran down the tracks and collected fares.

The trailer cars on the Logan Valley were
double deck and had open seats and a closed
center section which could be used if the ride
back home became cold. These cars were
towed by the power car and doubled the load
carrying possibilities without the extra
expense of another crew. Logan Valley also
had some semi-convertible cars which had
windows and frames that could be pushed up



into the car-body to act like an open car.
These cars still had to be loaded from the ends
and a center aisle to the seats which took
longer, but they could be used year-round
with the windows closed, which was a savings
option for the company.

Lakemont Park was a nice get-away also.
There was the large man-made lake with a
boat rental, the Casino for gatherings, a dance
hall, and the Theatre-n-the-Woods (later the
roller skating rink) from where one could
watch summer stock production stage shows.
They also had the gravity railroad (Leap The
Dips), a merry-go-round, the Shoot-the-Chute
(a water log flume ride), miniature train, and
many pavilions with stone fire places for
picnics. Also included was the midway with
period games and concessions, all snuggled
under mature oak trees which kept it cool and
shaded on the hottest summer days.

Lakemont Park was the place to go and many
citizens of Altoona, Juniata, Hollidaysburg,
Bellwood, and Tyrone did just that, riding the
open cars on a hot summer evening. Many of
these riders were families out for an evening
with the kids, but some were young adults out
for a refreshing evening of maybe even to find
romance. Many young persons from the area
became couples after meeting on the trolley
car ride to Lakemont Park (I suppose it could
still happen today but riding an air-
conditioned bus just doesn’t seem as

romantic._
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A full Open Car # 26 on the trolley loop at Lakemont
Park

Some of those couples were kind of close to
me. It was my Uncle Leonard, (whom I was
named after) and his eventual wife, Jean.
They met on a trolley ride to the park and
after some dancing and popcorn, they sat
together for the ride back to town. After
many more trolley rides to the park, they got
married a few years later.

An Open Car returning to Altoona (back) near the Boat
Dock at Lakemont Park

Many years after, while Uncle Leonard was a
preacher at a Titusville church, he told the
story of how they met to his congregation as
he and Jean celebrated their 50" wedding
anniversary. A person in the congregation
owned an antique shop and had an old trolley
roll sign from Logan Valley in stock. He
loaned it to Uncle Leonard with the
instructions that he and Jean were to put it on
a table with a fan and sit in front of it. They
were to turn on the fan to re-create the
breezer effect and sit there and remember the
days of old. They did just that and had a very
nice memory that night.

Interestingly, a few months later while
Leonard was visiting my mother, he related
this story to her which prompted me to call
him and see if he still had the roll sign. He
had given it back, but then called the man and
found out it was still for sale. The next
evening I drove to Oil City to purchase the
sign. Although Uncle Leonard and Jean have
passed on, I still have a very nice piece in my
Logan Valley Election with a special memory
of them.

As I sit here and sweat, maybe I should put
that roll sign and a fan and see if those “Good
Olde Dayz” of the breezer ride can return.

VISITING KINZUA SKYWALK
by
Leonard E. Alwine

On July 28, 2012, my wife Diane and I made a
visit to the Kinzua Skywalk. We were at
Mahaffey Church Camp and decided to take
a trip farther north that day to see what had
been done since the bridge was destroyed by
high winds shortly before our prior visit on
August 16, 2003.



I had been wanting to see the bridge, and
planning that first trip every since former
Coal bucket editor Mike Albanese told me
about it many years ago. We had finally
planned our first visit for August 2003 as part
of a firemen’s convention I was attending that
same week in Kane, PA. Unfortunately, 26
days before the convention, an F-1 tornado
(wind speed 73-112 mph) struck the bridge
and laid eleven of the supporting towers down
on the valley floor. So, I never got to see the
bridge or ride the train.

We still made the trip out from Kane to see
the destruction. I stood in awe at the force of
Mother Nature. The bridge lay mangled on
the valley floor and the entire park was
destroyed. Large trees had their trunks
twisted off the stump and paths were blocked
with downed limbs and other small buildings
were damaged. It was hard to believe that
such desitruction could have happened in a
matter of seconds. I left the park rather sad
that day.
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2 Tree twisted off trunk

Deck built on remainning bridge work

Bridge History

When built in 1882, the Kinzua Viaduct was
the highest railroad bridge in the world. It
was built so that eight miles of track and
roadbed right-of-way would not have to be
built over the rough terrain of the region. It
was originally built of iron. It was 301 feet
high at the highpoint, and spanned 2,053 feet
in length. It was pre-fabricated at Clark,
Reeves, & Company in Phoenixville PA. Once
ready, it was transported to Kinzua where 125
men built the sandstone piers for the
foundation and erected the bridge in 94 days.

Freight traffic on the bridge ceased in 1959
and it became part of the State Park system in
1970. Excursion trains across the structure
began in 1987. During inspection in 2002, it
was found that some of the steel structure had
actually rusted-through. In February 2003, a
complete re-build and $12M re-construction
was begun. Work progressed until July 21,
2003, when high winds forced the crews to
quit early that day. However, at 3:15 PM, the
tornado hit the area. In just 30 seconds, the
bridge and park were destroyed. Investigation
revealed that the original 1882 sandstone
anchor bolts, not replaced during the 1900 re-
build, had failed. Fortunately, no one was
hurt in the collapse. Part of the remaining end
of the bridge was built into the lookout, and
opened and dedicated September 11, 2011.



Today, you can walk out on the one end that
was re-built into a deck and skywalk. It is 600
feet long and is 225 ft high at the deck end.
There is a glass floor on the deck which allows
you to see the massive structure below. It is
breathtaking to stand there and look down
through the floor. The day I was there, it was
raining and windy and that added to the scary
effect of looking down. The rest of the bridge
is still on the valley floor, more rusted than it
was the first time I was there. The trees in the
park are making a slow come-back, but are
still very small.

If you are ever traveling PA Route 6, I would
recommend a short side trip to see and walk
out on the new Sky Walk at Kinzua, which I
believe stands as two monuments: One to
mankind and their quest to overcome nature,
and another to Mother Nature and her
ultimate victory.

PRIVATE CAR PASSAGE

As mentioned at the October Chapter
meeting, the private car BERLIN, ex-
American Orient Express & Grande Luxe,
passed through Altoona westbound on
Amtrak’s Pennsylvanian last week. This car
is owned by Kevin Moore, DMD, of
Brookville, PA and will be based out of
Pittsburgh’s Penn Station for the next six
months or so. The car is all Pullman
(bedroom) with Mahogany paneling
throughout. The car is listed in the AAPRCO
directory and is available for charters. Dick
Charlesworth will explore the possibility of a
charter trip to New York in the Spring for the
chapter. Stay tuned for further
announcements.

SANTA TRAINS

As you have no doubt seen in recent press
announcements, the SANTA TRAINS are
scheduled for the weekends prior to and after,
Thanksgiving on the Everett Railroad at
Roaring Spring, PA. Car hosts for the days
have been assigned and final preparations are
being finalized at this writing. Dick
Charlesworth and Virginia Seidel are
handling the phone calls for ticket
reservations and on-line orders are being
handled via Railroader’s Memorial Museum.
Treat bags for the children are being
prepared as are the small bags of duck feed
for kids visiting the pond at Roaring Spring.
We thank everyone who has volunteered in
any of the tasks as this is Horseshoe Curve
Chapters major annual project which helps us
maintain our rail equipment and engage in
other {\estoration efforts.
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Santa visits with the children assisted by
Nicholas Martino who is collecting Santa ‘s
Letters.



ANNUAL CHRISTMAS DINNER

Saturday, December 15,2012
6:00 PM
Geeseytown Fire Hall
Reservations due by DEC 1°7 to
Frank Givler at Frank’s Auto Service
(814) 943-4942
or
at the e-mail address on page one.
$15.00 PP: BEEF & TURKEY
The annual Christmas dinner is open to our
many friends at the Altoona Association of
Model Railroaders and Alto Model Train
Museum and guests we may wish to include.
Come and enjoy great food and fellowship
and the usual good hospitality of the
Geeseytown Fire Hall.

NEW ROUNDHOUSE DEICATED
at
RAILROADER’S MEMORIAL MUSEUM

As most area residents and railfans know, the
quarter-roundhouse at Railroader’s
Memorial Museum has been under
construction for most of this year. With the
completion of Phase One — representing the
erection of the building and some of the
interior, a public open house was held on
October 3, 2012 for the museum members and
local residents. In addition, a VIP dedication
was held on October 4, 2012 to formally
dedicate and name the structure the Harry
Bennett Roundhouse, in honor of the first
Master Mechanic of the Juniata Shop
complex when new, circa 1901.
Representatives of Harry Bennett’s family
attended the dedication and participated in
the ribbon cutting. A reception followed,
which also included a surprise bronze plaque
honoring outgoing State Representative Ric
Geist, who has been a staunch supporter for
many decades, particularly the funding of the
roundhouse project and may past programs.

The Harry Bennett Roundhouse is not yet
complete, however, as lighting, heating,
plumbing needs to be completed, as well as
Penn State Altoona’s Laboratory space.
Work will also include power to the turntable
systems. Also to be included in the new
roundhouse are the Memorial Hall plaques
formerly housed in Memorial Hall building
which is now in use as a maintenance shop.
The memorial plaques have all been re-made

in a more prominent format which will
enhance the honor wall dramatically.

During the open house, GG-1 # 4913 and
Observation Car Mountain View were placed
in the building, side by side and all were
impressed with the spaciousness of the
facility.

It was noted also, at the dedication, that
construction superintendent David Knox’s
efforts resulted in no change orders or
additional expense during the project to date.
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PA State Rep Ric Geist, Dr. Andy Mulhollen,
and Mr. Robert Bennett (grandson of Harry
Bennett) cut the ribbon at the roundhouse
dedication. The Robert Bennett family
generous contribution several years ago
provided the incentive for this fine capital
project at Railroader’s Memorial Museum.

TABLET INSCRIPTION

“Harry Bennett
First Juniata Shop Foreman
1889
First Master Mechanic
1901-1921

By 1889 the Pennsylvania Railroad had
outgrown the capacity of the shop complex
here at 12" Street. Soon the facilities here
would be complemented by new shop
buildings in the nearby borough of Juniata,
not yet a part of the City of Altoona. That
shop would also have its own Master
Mechanic.

NEW SHOPS - NEW LEADERSHIP

The first foreman appointed at the new
Juniata Shop Complex was William Henry
(Harry) Bennett. Born in Canada in 1853,
Mr. Bennett rose through the ranks of the

Pennsylvania Railroad serving in
apprenticeships in Gouverneur, NY, and
Carlisle PA before coming to Altoona as a
machinist in the local shops.

JUNIATA MASTER MECHANIC

On January 20, 1901 Harry Bennett was
promoted to Master Mechanic, a position he
occupied until December 1, 1921 when he
joined the staff of the Chief of Motive Power.
He occupied this post until his retirement
June 1, 1922. His tenure as Master Mechanic
at Juniata saw some of the most rapid growth
on the Pennsylvania System.”

end

ALTOONA MIRROR
ON THIS DATE OCT 27
25 YEARS AGO

“The former Pennsylvania Railroad office
building at 9™ Avenue and 12" Street was
donated to the Greater Altoona Economic
Development Corporation by Conrail, which
hoped to sell or lease it to the Railroaders
Memorial Museum.”

....and the story continues as the primary
museum space for Railroader’s Memorial
Museum today.




BEST WISHES TO ALL
FOR A
HAPPY THANKSGIVING
MERRY CHRISTMAS
AND
HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON

RECOMMENDED READING

h informative and insightful. It is very well
MR CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR

FUNERAL

TRAIN

ROBERT KLARA

Paperback via Amazon.com for $10.98.
Published by Palgrave MacMillan. Retail
book store price $16.00. 244 pages with index.

““A riveting tale of how several railroads
brought Franklin D. Roosevelt’s body home.”
Trainstalk

“A book that reveals much of the heretofore
hidden angst and intrigue that had
accompanied a dead president on his final
journey back home.”

The Daily Progress (Charlottesville)

“There is something almost terrifying in the
transition of a presidential train into a funeral
train.”

Thomas F. Reynolds, Chicago Sun, April 14,
1945

EVERETT RAILROAD COMPANY

Improvements and modifications are underway
at the Everett Railroad Company’s location at
Wye Switches, Duncansville PA as seen in the
Jollowing photos dated Oct 28, 2012:

Mr. Alan Maples of the Everett RR Co. stated
his RR is constructing a 4800 sq ft single track
engine house (lower photo-right) to provide
inspections, light inspections and passenger car
work at Duncansville while retaining Claysburg
Jfor heavy repairs.






