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IT’S OFFICIAL

	 The 50th anniversary date of the chapter has come and gone without any real celebration as of yet.  
May  11, 2018 was the official date but with other “events” going on (see the related article by Joe Harella on 
the PRR T&HS Convention) at the museum that date was really done to celebrate that day, but that doesn’t 
mean we haven’t stayed on course to celebrate our 50 years.
	 First, a two page article about the history of our group and the upcoming celebrations was submitted to 
the Altoona Mirror in early April hoping it would be published on that date of May 11th.  It instead was reduced 
to a two paragraph article telling about our upcoming meeting in April and published before that meeting.
	 Second, the K-4 exhibit was finished and made available for public viewing May 5th without any formal 
unveiling or speeches.  It is a very nice display and Joey DeFrancesco did an excellent job relating the story of 
the K-4 on the panels.  It is well worth the time it would take to read the whole panels and see the photos.  The 
NRHS as the sponsor is also included on the panel.  Joe Harella also did an excellent job building the tables on 
which the panels are attached.  On April 28, members Mark Yingling, Dan Moringiello, Joe Harella, Gary Clare, 
and Len Alwine helped paint these tables.

	 Third, the history book is finally done and arrived the week of May 14th in time to be released at the 
May 22nd meeting.  A review by Dave Seidel says the book is very well done which makes this Editor very 
happy after almost ten months of work.  The book is 50 pages and has 135 photos (mostly color).  The price is 
$32.00 tax included.  Shipping will be additional.  Contact Frank Givler to purchase your copy.

Mark Yingling and Joe Harella 
painting the tables at the museum

At the May 22nd meeting, held inside 
the Mt. View Car, Len Alwine presented 

the history book to Nicholas Martino, 
the youngest member and to 

Dave Seidel, a founding member.



	 The banquet and program is still planned for July 21st at the museum.  The cost is $30.00 per person, 
$55.00 per couple.  See Frank for reservations.  The deadline for reservations is July 9, 2018.  
	 Fourth, the train ride may be held in October (date still not verified) so that Fall Foliage can be observed 
during the ride.  Watch your mail for notice of this event.
	 Remember 50 years ago (actually 53 if you count the first years when the group was known as the Al-
toona Railway Museum Club) there was nothing in Altoona to relate to it’s rail heritage other the K-4 sitting at 
the top of the curve.  Much of the rail items displayed around Altoona today IS the result of the hard work done 
by those founding members trying hard to preserve the past rail heritage and create a museum for Altoona.  So 
don’t take what we have today for granted.  Re-dedicate yourself to preserving what we have and building upon 
it for the future.

A TIME TO DOWNSIZE

	 At the April 26th meeting of the chapter held in the roundhouse with standing room only, it was decided 
the time has come to downsize our collection of rolling stock.
	 The three Erie Lackawana cars now leased to the Everett Railroad have been “sold” to them on a three 
year program.  They will pay the chapter $1,000.00 a month for three years and assume all responsibility for the 
upkeep of the cars.  At the end of the three years they will outright own the cars.  It is a good deal for the chap-
ter as they were purchased about 34 years ago for $5,000.00 a piece and have been used for those years to make 
money for the chapter.  It was a good investment.
	 Also at that meeting it was decided to sell the Dusquesne car since it is now sitting outside the museum 
fence and there is no room inside for it.  Also it has deteriorated and cannot be moved by rail anymore.  More 
on the sale of this car once it is completed.

UNDER THE WIRE
by Leonard E. Alwine

	 Fifty years ago Fred Rodgers appeared on a tv series in his kids show Mister Rodgers Neighborhood.  
Fred was an ordained Presbyterian Minister and he produced his own show on public television station WQED.  
He also wrote the songs used on the show.  Fred died in 2003.
	 He also had a trolley used on the show to haul “neighbors” 		 	 	 	 	 	 	
around and actually has real trolleys in the neighborhood attraction 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
at Idlewild Park.
	 The theme of the show was picked up by Angelo Santomuri who 	
as a kid loved the show.  It is now called Daniel Tiger’s Neighborhood still 
complete with the trolley car.
	 The U.S. Postal service issued a stamp March 28, 2018 in honor of 	 	 	 	 	 	
Fred Rodgers.

Photo of souvenir toy trolley car from the show 
many years ago and the new stamps.



	 The following article, written by member Jeff Holland, a fellow trolley fan, brings to light a little known 
trolley line of the area.  Years ago when I was researching Logan Valley stuff I came across a small article about 
a line from Hollidaysburg to Bedford which I cannot find now and I assume is about the same line Jeff has
researched.  It is a rather lengthy article but I feel it is worthy of the pages to inform us about this old trolley 
line.  Thanks Jeff for sharing this with us.  















A LOOK BACK

	 In keeping with the 50th Anniversary theme for this year, we will again take “A Look Back” at some of 
the things taking place in Altoona years ago.

	 25 years ago, 1993 Peter Barton stated that he was going to asked the Smithsonian Institute for help 
restoring the K-4, which was sidelined with mechanical problems in 1988.  They had received a grant to help 
repair it in 1992 of $420,000.00.

	 25 years ago, The Horseshoe Curve Chapter NRHS, produce a video “The Altoona Streetcar Story” to 
be released for the 100th Anniversary of the first electric trolley running in Altoona July 4, 1891.

	 38 years ago, April 26, 1980, the Inaugural Run of the Pennsylvanian stopped at the Altoona Station for 
a ceremony.  (Remember the travel trailer station at Altoona?)

	 50 years ago, 1967, The Altoona Downtown Merchants Association was holding “Railroad Days” in 
downtown.  Included were PRR displays and also a 9 ton Peerless Steam Traction Engine (farm tractor) and 
a display of 4 different railroad cars on the #4 track, by the station.  (perhaps something the Altoona Railway 
Museum Club our predecessor set up?)

	 50 years ago, the Penn Central Railroad was razing the coal tipple in East Juniata.  It consisted of 370 
tons of concrete and was built during World War II.  (It actually took three different blasts over a week to finally 
lay it on it’s side.)

	 50 years ago, the world’s largest roundhouse in East Juniata was also being razed along with other old 
PRR structures in the area.  These destructions took place in March 1968.

	 50 years ago, in April 1968, the PRR test rack and plant at 17th Street was also being razed.  This test 
rack was built in 1904 and was shown at the Louisiana Purchase Exposition in St. Louis before being set up 
here in Altoona.  It was the only one of it’s type in the world.
	

Photo of train Photo of station



Coal Tipple

Roundhouse

	 50 years ago, March 19, 1968, the Penn Central Railroad sent a freshly painted train around the curve 
and back for photos of it and the new company logo PC (it consisted of three engines and seventy cars.)

	 100 years ago, May 18, 1918, the K-4 1361 was outshopped at Juniata.

Diane Alwine looks over the completed 
exhibit for the K-4 May 5, 2018 

in the museum roundhouse.

REPORT ON THE PRR T & HS CONVENTION
By Joe Harella

	 The annual convention was held in Altoona this year.  In preparation for the event, chapter members 
cleaned and polished the Mt. View Car.  The outside was done by Gary Price, Frank Givler and Joey 
DeFrancesco.  The inside was cleaned by Dick Charlesworth and Dave Seidel.



Gary Price cleans and polishes 
the outside of the car



LOCAL YARD NEWS

	 Dick Charlesworth is planning a two day trip to the Cass Railroad, August 25 & 26, 2018.  The trip will 
consist of two rides, Cass Scenic and the Tiger Flyer, both 4 hour rides, one each day.  The cost will be $359  
single person or $259 double (per person).  Includes meals, rides, hotel and bus fares.  Contact Dick if interested 
in 
going.

	 Member Gary Clare is looking for information about a business car built in Altoona called The Altoona.  
If anyone has any information or photos, please contact him.

	 Editor Leonard Alwine is looking for the old steam cinder baby food jars used to fund the start of the 
chapter.  If anyone has any extras please let him know.

	 At the May meeting it was decided to also build tables for the history information on the Rex Truck and 
carts, the Marplex truck, the Mt. View Car and the Loretto, since the K-4 tables turned out so well.

Editor’s Note:  It was nice to have two members submit articles for this issue of the Coal Bucket.  Thank you, I 
am always looking for items like this for future issues.

EMAIL UPDATES:  If you have a new email, or have updated your email, please submit it to Frank Givler at 
ottodocfacs@atlanticbb.net.  This helps ensure you receive the newsletter as well as any important information 
in a timely manner.  Thank you!

For your looking back pleasure:
one of the first uses of the auto train

delivering “new” cars.


