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UNDER THE WIRE 

by Leonard E. Alwine 
 
In this segment of Under The Wire, we will 

look at a couple of paintings recently done in 

the local area with ties to the Altoona and 

Logan Valley Electric Railway (aka Logan 

Valley). 

 

The first is a mural done on the wall of the 

recently rebuilt Amtran (Altoona 

Metropolitan Transit Authority) Conference 

Center. The mural was painted by artist Al 

Pelliccioni of Bellefonte, PA, and was painted 

on the wall of the former generator room 

adjacent to the boiler room. This room is 

sometimes also called the engine room or 

transformer room. 

 

The original building was built by Logan 

Valley Electric Railway sometime around 

1904. The exact date I have never been able to 

establish. It was built under the direction of 

Augustus Sayre Kibbe, C. E [Civil Engineer], 

who was an engineer for American Railways 

from June 1899 through November 1910. 

American Railways was the parent company 

which owned Logan Valley Railway. Mr. 

Kibbe was a 1886 graduate of the Rennsselaer 

Polytechnic Institute of Troy, NY. 

 

A few years ago when Amtran re-purchased 

this property [once original to the Logan 

Valley system] I was able to tour the interior. 

One of the structural elements was a fire 

door, still in place, which closed this room 

from the boiler room.  The fire door was an 

old style, which had to be moved horizontally, 

after which is would close automatically by 

gravity on a slanted rail. This type door was 

quite common in trolley complexes which 

housed wood style cars. They were used to 

separate spaces to hopefully contain any fire 

hazard. This door was built by Kirsmac Mfg. 

Co., of Richmond, IN using Weirton Steel Co. 

1C 20 lb fire door standard material. 

 

The opening the fire door protected was 

bricked shut in the early 1970’s when Roaring 

River Mills razed the boiler room building 

connected to it, but the fire door was left in 

place. 

 

As I toured the building, I mentioned to 

Amtran Manager Eric Wolf that this door 

should be preserved somehow due to its ties 

with Logan Valley. Even if not for that, just 

because of its industrial heritage as an early 

attempt at fire safety. Sometime later, Eric 

told me it was going to be preserved and be a 

focal point of a mural on that wall. 
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About a year ago when this renovated 

building was dedicated, I saw a concept 

painting of what the finished mural would 

look like. Later, as the work progressed, I was 

contacted by Al Pelliccioni for some help in 

getting certain “trolley” details correct.  

Throughout the summer and fall, Al worked 

on the mural on weekends. Several times I 

would stop by and watch the progress. This 

also gave him a needed break from the paint 

fumes as we talked. The original wall had to 

be covered with plaster board for heating 

reasons, but Amtran wanted it to look like the 

original. Therefore, Al painted hundreds, 

perhaps thousands of bricks on the wall, one 

at a time. He also shaded them and outlined 

them so that you really have to almost touch 

them to realize they are not real bricks. He 

then “blended” the old bricks into the new 

wall by giving the illusion that water had 

seeped into the wall and lifted the new plaster 

revealing the old bricks and lettering 

underneath. Shading helped to create this 

illusion showing water marks running down 

the wall. 

 

 
 

Artistic License was used on the doorway in 

showing a trolley car on the line between 6
th

 

and 5
th

 avenues although the actual system 

never operated there.  The skyline in the 

background is what you would see if you 

could opened the fire door. The large 

smokestack to the right is about the right 

place for the former smokestack that stood 

there for the powerplant. A close look reveals 

the letters CP&LV on the stack which stood 

for the City Passenger and Logan Valley 

Railway. The trolley picked for the mural was 

from the 50-62 series Osgood Bradley cars 

purchased new in 1925 by Logan Valley. Al 

also used many of my photos to get the details 

and colors for this car. Looking at the 

painting again, it is hard to believe that this is 

a flat wall. Shading makes it look three 

dimensional. Even the weeds growing in the 

tracks on the sidewalk seem real. 

 

 
 

Al wanted to include a Gables ad on the car 

but all my photos did not have any script 

letters. My wife, Diane, found an old Gables 

jewelry box that she had from the 1970’s 

when she worked there, and Al was able to 

use that to get the sign he wanted on the car. 

The destination sign JUNIATA was correct 

for a car traveling in the direction painted, 

but was also due to my suggestion for that 

name … as I live in Juniata [section of 

Altoona]. 
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The mural was finished around the first of 

November [2010] and it is great ! Words and 

photos really cannot describe all the details. It 

can only be appreciated by sitting and viewing 

at it over time. Unfortunately, it is not in a 

public place, so doing that is not possible 

without special permission from Amtran. 

 

Amtran should be commended for doing this 

project, preserving the old while building 

something new. It cost them to do this, but the 

rewards, I feel, will be forth-coming. They 

have something no one else could have. 

 

And, Al Pelliccioni can be very proud of his 

finished work. It took longer than he wanted 

it to take, but the results, I feel, are well worth 

the wait. 

 

Congratulations to all involved on a job well 

done ! 

 

The second painting in this story is one which 

is on the wall of the Casino at Lakemont park. 

It is a trolley car perhaps taking passengers to 

Lakemont Park to ice skate due to the “red 

ball” hanging from the car as was the practice 

in the “old days” when Logan Valley owned 

the park. In the winter, when the ice was safe 

enough to skate upon it, a “red ball” was hung 

on the trolley crs to tell all that skating was 

not safe. 

 

 
 

In all my years of researching Logan Velley, I 

have never seen an actual photo of a car with 

this ball attached, nor have I ever found an 

actual ball that was used. So, again, artistic 

license may have been used in painting this 

wall (I’m sorry to say I do not know who 

painted this mural; the name is on the photo 

but not large enough to read). I took this 

photo while at my 40
th

 high school reunion 

and did not think to write down who painted 

it. I really on took this photo because of my 

wife. She says that I can’t go anywhere or do 

anything that does not involve a trolley 

car…not even our 40
th

 high school reunion ! 

Leonard Alwine 

 
   

 
A postcard view of Lakemont Park in the 

winter, showing the ice skaters on the lake. 

Trolley station and tracks are in the 

foreground. Out of sight to the right is the 

trolley loop for park-destination trolleys, as 

well as the park greenhouse for park 

landscaping and flower gardens in season. 

The greenhouse was also a haven for ice 

skaters to warm up as was a fireplace in the 

open-air Casino on the opposite side of the 

lake….many moons ago. 

  Postcard from collection of David Seidel. 
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REMINISCENSES OF EAST ALTOONA  

 

The following photo, taken June, 1966, are 
co-workers of your editor at the Stores 
Department, East Altoona Roundhouse, 
Pennsylvania Railroad, as they departed at 
the end of their shift, just two years before 
the facility closed.   

 
Left-Right:  Norman Clouser, W. D. (Bill) 
Calvert, Bill Vipond, Walter Delozier; 
Absent from the photo were: Paul H. 
Detrich and David Seidel (Horseshoe 
Curve Chapter members). Mr. Dale S. 
McCracken was the last General Foreman 
at the famed East Altoona Roundhouse, 
once known as the largest in the world. 
All East Altoona Roundhouse services 
ceased when the Pennsylvania and New 
York Central Railroads, merged, forming 
the Penn Central Transportation Co., 
February 1, 1968. In the background may 
be seen the East Altoona Coal Wharf 
where steam locomotives were serviced 
pre-1957. The wharf was toppled by 
blasting in 1968 (not entirely successful 
on the first attempt, but that’s another 
story). The yard in the distance also stored 
rare examples of first-generation diesel 
locomotives and some steam locomotive 
tenders. Nothing remains of the East 
Altoona complex or classification yards. 
The final piece removed was the 17th St 
East Juniata Bridge with the final section 
removed January 4, 2011. 1968 saw the 
end the end of the Pennsylvania Railroad 
(Altoona's founder); the birth of Horseshoe 
Curve Chapter, National Railway 
Historical Society, whose members sought 
to preserve Altoona's railroad heritage, 

from which was born Railroader's 
Memorial Museum (chartered 1972). See 
“Chapter History” at 
www.trainweb.org/horseshoecurve-nrhs. 
 

JUNIATA RAILROAD YARDS 
 

One would be hard pressed today to 
conjur up an accurate image of what was 
once the vast classification yards of the 
Pennsylvania Railroad in Altoona. To the 
casual observer, any attempt to visualize 
this history by visiting this real estate, 
would be difficult at best.  While there is 
some indication of a busy rail yard west of 
the 8th St Juniata bridge (Rose Yard), it is 
only a fraction of what “used-to-be” 
between the start of the Middle Division 
at Slope Tower to the west, and the 5.2 
miles to Antis Tower at the east end of 
the Altoona Yard.  
 
 The Eastbound Classification Yard began 
at the yard entrance at 4th Street, Altoona, 
(South Tower, long gone). The receiving 
yard existed between South Tower and the 
Juniata Scales, a hub of daily activity 
involving the weighing of coal trains and 
classification of mixed freight to other 
destinations. East of Juniata Scales was a 
vast eastbound classification yard 
stretching under the 8th St. Juniata bridge 
toward the distant “Farm” yard office near 
the East Altoona Roundhouse, where the 
Yardmaster at Farm would make the final 
assembly of eastbound trains from the 
Scales Classification Yard. 
 
There was also an eastbound yard for 
trains relaying on through without re-
classification, located between Juniata 
Scales and the westbound yard known as 
“Brush” Yard (yard office), which often 
functioned to re-crew trains, service 
cabins (cabooses) and other related 
functions such as picking up or 
setting-off freight cars. 
 
The westbound yard began at Bell Tower 
(Bellwood), ascended the bluff to WJ 
(Homer) Tower and advanced westward to 
WH (Furnace) Rose and Works Towers. 
The WJ/WH closed in 1957 while 
eastbound remained until merger time. 
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For most of the years following the February 1, 
1968 merger of the Pennsuylvania and New 
York Central Railroads, forming Penn Central, 
the Juniata Scales classification yard was 
nothing more than storage space. With the 
merger, came the closure of Juniata Scales and 
classification operations (which were still 
manual with brakemen riding the cars over the 
hump). Initially, as the great passenger fleets 
were reduced, this yard stored these examples 
of both heavyweight varnish as well as the 
more modern examples of Pullmans, parlors, 
observation, and those venerable P-85 coaches.  
Some of these were converted to MW use, some 
sold, and many scrapped. And, of course, it was 
this time of infancy for the Horseshoe Curve 
Chapter NRHS which had, at that time, little or 
no financial resources to acquire equipment. A 
railroad museum for Altoona was just still a 
pipe-dream.  

 
View E  from 17th St Juniata Bridge WBD YD 

 
View E from 17th St Juniata Bridge WBD YD 

 
View W from 17th St Juniata Bridge   EBD YD 

 
1968-69 white-lined passenger fleet, right 

 
Passenger mix heavyweight and smooth side. 
In ensuing years, this yard stored mostly 
miscellaneous freight cars for extended 
periods of time, with sapling trees growing 
between the cars.  But, by 2010, time had 
run out for this parcel of real estate, and 
Norfolk Southern RR (the real estates 
fourth owner), contracted with Kovalchik 
Salvage Co. to removed the ancient yard 
tracks, selected flat-iron light standards 
and the 17th Street East Juniata Bridge, 
which had been closed since around 1967 
when an excessive height freight car 
snagged the bridge and pulled a section 
out.  The 17th St East Juniata bridge was 
the primary access for those who worked 
at the famed East Altoona Roundhouse 
and related facilities and the Diesel 
Engine service pit nearby (later moved to 
Cresson, PA). The final section of the 
bridge was removed on January 4, 2011 
thus ending this remarkable history for 
Altoona.  To visit the areas today, once 
cannot visualize what formerly took place 
on these grounds.  What was once vast 
open space filled with tracks, railroad cars, 
tower, shops, offices, now seems like a 
forest with trees, shrubs, and little else, 
except for the much small “BY” yard in 
east Juniata utilized as part of Rose Yard 
Office flat-shifting operations. 
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Removal of bridge decking Nov 2010; D. 
Seidel 
 

 
January 4, 2011; Photo by Ted Beam; Final 
Section; Saylor & Sons Crane Services 
 
A good resource for more information can 
be found in Google Books with a search 
for Altoona Railroad Yards or the like. 
There is an excellent article in Railway 
Age circa 1913 when the relatively new 
yards were functioning especially “WH” 
westbound classification yard over the 
East Altoona passenger tunnel in this same 
vicinity.  
 

MARPLEX PROJECT 

 
Another of our Chapter projects is 
nearing completion with the restoration 
of the Marplex (brand name) service truck, 
a project to benefit Railroader’s Memorial 
Museum. This is a small service truck 
donated to the museum many years ago, 
but with Conrail origins.  It is about the 
size of a Jeep CJ but made with heavy 
plate steel and was used to transport 
welding tanks or pull an air compressor. It 
was used in this capacity around the 
museum property for several years but 

eventually needed serious attention to 
keep it serviceable. 

 
Dan Moringiello aka Diesel Dan 

 
Frank Givler/Brake Work 
 
The unit was taken to Frank’s Auto Service 
(Francis X. Givler, President, Horseshoe 
Curve Chapter, NRHS) where Chapter 
volunteers took on the task from 
November 2009 through February 2011.  
In that period, these components were 
addressed:  Exhaust System/Brake 
Systems/Diesel Glow Plug 
System/Electrical and 
Lighting/Horn/switches/ Glass 
Replacement/Mirrors/Upholstery/Paint-
interior and exterior/Conrail 
Decals/Lettering. 
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Frank Givler & Scott Houseman 

 
Joe Harella 

 
Denny Walls 

 
Joe DeFrancesco 

 
Scott Houseman 

 
Marplex with final application of safety 
yellow. 
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Mark Yingling 
Photos by Dave Seidel 
 
ROUNDHOUSE GROUNDBEAKING 

 
Friday, October 22, 2010, witnessed a 
groundbreaking ceremony at Railroader’s 
Memorial Museum to construct the Harry 
Bennett Roundhouse. Mr. Bennett was an 
early Master Mechanic at the Altoona 
Works and his family provided a 
significant contribution toward the 
project in his memory.  
 

 
Architectural Plans 

 

 

 
October 22, 2010. Photo by Joe DeFrancesco 
 
Construction of the roundhouse will also 
include a partnership between Railroaders 
Memorial Museum and Penn State Altoona,. 
Penn State is developing a four year curriculum 
to meet the needs of the railroad industry in 
general and also includes expanded facilities in 
downtown Altoona, linked by the 13th and 12th 
Streets pedestrian bridges with the museum 
grounds. 
 
Railroader’s Memorial Museum capital 
improvements enhance the previously 
constructed 105-foot turntable which forms the 
nucleus of the roundhouse building.  The 
turntable’s excavation and construction in 
2005-2006 unearthed original foundations for 
the erecting shop on this historic railroad site.  
In addition, the adjacent Station Mall Medical 
Center, also constructed on the site of Altoona’s 
first railroad shops, is continuing to expand, 
providing extensive outpatient services 
associated with Altoona Hospital, whose origins 
are also linked to the Pennsylvania Railroad. 
Station Mall Medical also developed a linear 
park at the rear of the property (adjoining that 
at the rear of Railroader’s Memorial Museum) 
within the past 2 years, designed not only for 
cardio-vascular exercise, linking downtown 
Altoona, but also provides a superb seasonal 
venue for train watchers. 
 
 

FEBRUARY 1, 2011 MARKED THE 43RD 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE BIRTH OF PENN 
CENTRAL. Thanks to Pat McKinney for 
the reminder. 
 
FEBRUARY 18TH 2011 MARKED THE 64TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE WRECK OF PRR 
TRAIN “RED ARROW” ON BENNINGTON 
CURVE WEST OF ALTOONA AND 
HORSESHOE CURVE 
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Pullman Francis Hopkinson ca 1969, in the 
Altoona Yard; The car was in the Red 
Arrow consist 3rd from rear of train. 
Kodachrome by David Seidel 

 

MAY 1, 2011 WILL MARK THE 40TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF AMTRAK 
 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

to 

Horseshoe Curve Chaper Member 

and 

Chapter Treasurer 

DENNY WALLS 

for his 

QUARTER-CENTURY 

of  

NRHS Membership. 

Denny was presented with his sterling silver 25 

year pin at the first Chapter meeting of 2011 on 

January 25 ! 

 

Time Flies when you’re having a great time 

with all your friends in the 

NRHS ! 

 

Pennsylvania Station New York City 

 

 Grand Central Terminal in New York City 

houses a branch of the New York Transit 

Museum and will be exhibiting artifacts of  

Pennsylvania Station New York during the 

next six months.  John Turkeli, longtime 

friend of Horseshoe Curve Chapter is 

providing some of the artifacts to be exhibited 

during this period.  John, as has been 

mentioned previously, is one of those most 

knowledgeable about the history of Penn 

Station and has regularly conducted “behind-

the-scenes” tours of the facility for many 

years; He has also consulted with many 

authors with published works on the history 

of that once grand facility.  If you are in New 

York be sure to stop into Grand Central for a 

look at what has been preserved in that great 

edifice of New York Central Railroad and 

take a look back at what New York lost in the 

razing of Pennsylvania Station.  The razing of 

Pennsylvania Station contributed significantly 

to the preservation of Grand Central thus 

preventing or limiting such “architectural 

crimes” in the name of progress and profit. 

The Centenary of Pennsylvania Station was 

observed in 2010. 

 
SANTA TRAINS 

 

Horseshoe Curve Chapter’s annual Santa Trains 

on November 20 and 27, 2010 were a great success.  

Trips were operated four times each day from 

Roaring Spring Station to Martinsburg, PA and 

return.  All children received a treat bag, as usual, 

and everyone had cookies and hot chocolate after 

disembarking at the station.  Choralers were 

aboard the train to provide carol sings during the 

trip and Santa Claus visited each child.  In 

addition, Santa received many letters and, we have 

it on good authority, that Santa replied to these 

letters. 

 

Many thanks to all who helped in some capacity. If 

I try to list names I sill surely miss somebody.  

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

to  

Horseshoe Curve Chapter Member 

Gary Clare 

Owner of Smith Furniture, who received the  

SERVANT LEADERSHIP AWARD. 

Gary started  

OPERATION SOS,  

which sends packages in support of our 

troops fighting for our freedom. 

Operation SOS is now in its seventh year. 

 

      (Horseshoe Curve Chapter sent a donation to  

Gary’s project in 2010.) 

 

From the Altoona Mirror February 4, 2011 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

 

Jay L. Kivowitz, 67, Avon Lake, Ohio, passed away 

Friday, Feb 4, 2011. 

 

He was the beloved husband of Sandra (Zalatoris); 

survived by children Mandy L. Delflavor, Thomas 

W. Kivowitz; grandchildren Oliver IV, Alexander, 

Victoria and Leland; siblings Dale Liebman and 

uncle Hollis and Marshall. Preceded in death by his 

parents Max nd Clair Kivowitz. 
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Jay was a graduate of Youngstown State 

University. He was a Vietnam Veteran, having 

been awarded the Bronze Star for valor.  He 

retired from the National Transportation Safety 

Board, Railroad Division, and worked as a former 

Road Foreman of Engines for Conrail in Altoona. 

 

Jay will long be remembered for his love of 

photography and for making railroading safer. 

 

A celebration of life ceremony will be held at 11:00 

AM Saturday, February 12, 2011 at the Holiday 

Inn, Bradley Room, 1100 Crocker Road, Westlake, 

OH 44012. 

 

Jay’s ashes will be spread at Horseshoe Curve at a 

later date. 

 
Jay L. Kivowitz and William Withuhn, 1987, 

Tyrone, PA 

 

Note:  Jay’s service with Conrail / Altoona 

coincided with the 1986-1987 restoration of K-4 # 

1361.  Jay was always present when the K-4 

operated in the greater Altoona area.  Jay will be 

remembered for his jovial personality and 

cooperation with Railroader’s Memorial Museum 

crews.  May he rest in peace. 

 

FEBRUARY MEETING 

 

Will be held on February 22, 2011.  However, the 

meeting will be at the ALTO MODEL TRAIN 

MUSEUM at Beale Avenue & 29th Street, 3rd Floor, 

Altoona, PA.  Please mark your calendars.  Some 

“light” refreshments will be available.  Come out 

and enjoy this annual opportunity to enjoy an 

evening with this superb model train system in all 

gages.  TIME:  6 PM !  

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

Chapter President Frank Givler wishes to extend 

his appreciation to everyone for all the chapter’s 

achievements during 2010.  During any given year, 

we have a variety of projects going on 

simultaneously.  Even if you are unable to 

participate in a physical project, the support 

received when votes need to be taken, and decisions 

made, it all assists the chapter leadership.  

 

We look forward to another productive year in 

2011.  As you know, there is no shortage of tasks or 

activities which enables all of us to share in this 

fascinating hobby. 

                                                 Frank 

 

TRIVIA 

 

There are only 7 more years till the Horseshoe 

Curve Chapter celebrates the half-century mark! 

 

PHOTO GALLERY 

 

 
The stately dining room of the LORETTO, the 

private rail car of industrialist Charles M. Schwab, 

pre-1983.  This room still needs to be restored 

following the fire of 1983.  Royalties from the book 

“Horseshoe Curve” will assist in this goal. 

 

Did you know that Charles M. Schwab had two 

LORETTO’s ?  The first LORETTO may be found at 

the North Carolina Transportation Museum, 

Spencer, NC. The NC car has an open platform 

observation deck while the Altoona car has a 

vestibule style (inside) observation room adjoining 

the main parlor. 

 

On Nov 2, 1927, Charles M. Schwab described 

Altoona as “his symbol of American progress” in a 

letter to Charles E. Torrance, President of the 

Altoona Chamber of Commerce. 
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