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So, what’s happening with the Badgerland S Gaugers.” 
 

BSG held their first general meeting in a very long time 

at the new clubhouse facility, this past June. The overall 

attendance was a bit sparse. Due to two family members 

having Covid, I did not attend the meeting. I tested 

negative but you never know. 
 

The past couple newsletters focused on the new clubhouse 

for BSG. Since then, there has been a major change, that 

being the actual location for the clubs. The real estate in 

the Waukesha downtown area is at times fluid. The Gandy 

Dancers Model railroad club was afforded the opportunity 

to relocate their layout and club activities to a different 

location. Naturally, since BSG is a “club” associate 

member, we were given space for our layouts at the new 

facility. The new location is approximately one block 

away. For the Gandy Dancers this meant tearing down 

their over 50-foot extensive HO layout. Our layouts at 

present are more mobile and therefore less of a task. If 

you want to get an idea of their layout and club, go to their 

website at www.wcgdrailroad.com.  
 

The new location is really a lot nicer than the previous one 

and that was the factor in WCGD making the decision to 

make the monumental move. Waukesha County Gandy 

Dancers Model Railroad Club is now located at the SE 

corner of Grand Ave. and South St. in the lower level 

(below the Social Security office). 741 N. Grand Ave. 

Waukesha, WI. The public entrance is the first door from 

the SE corner of Grand Ave. and South St. in the lower 

level (basement). 
 

This new location is just a stone’s throw from the 

previously short-lived basement location. Both HO and S 

layouts are now in the new (2nd) location, setup for both 

layouts is underway. Overall it should be an improvement 

for both clubs as there is a nice open area for both layouts 

(three actually if we count the BSG tabletop layout). 

There is a very nice separate meeting room in which we 
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can hold club functions such as meetings, clinics or any 

other planned activities. This way there each club can 

hold their functions in a private setting apart form the 

other club. There is a major improvement regarding 

bathroom facilities. 
 

A real plus for our club is that WCGD sponsors open 

houses during the year. This gives our club more public 

exposure and you never know if there might be some of 

thosepeople that S Gauge in the attic and might be 

interested in BSG. 
 

All of BSG’s equipment has been moved to the new 

facility. We anticipate our layouts will be set up by late 

October or early November. The mobile tabletop layout 

will be operational. The Modular layout will feature all of 

the club’s existing modules and will be electrically 

updated and the trackwork improved. Current plants are 

to make the modular layout stationary. The loops of track 

will have the capability of running AC or DC, either with 

a flip of a switch. It will no longer be disassembled and 

taken to shows. This will allow BSG to make the layout 

more detailed, adding scale features. 
 

BSG held the second meeting since the Pandemic at the 

New/New location Sunday, Oct. 2. Twelve members were 

present.there were a number of topics covered.  

The South Jersy S Gaugers liked our FSF Car and a 

member or two purchased one. They proposed a swap of 

one of their club sponsored car projects. The sent us one 

of their 50 foot Dupont covered hoppers. This will give us 

additonal rolling stock for our layout. BSG will not be 

purchasing much rolling stock or engines. We do not want 

a lot of inventory. The primay pupose for the layouts will 

be for BSG members to use and enjoy. 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Editors Comment: 
 

In John F. Kennedy’s inaugural speech he said “Ask not 

what your country can do for you - ask what you can do 

for your country”.After some of the discussion at our 

October meeting, I feel that in our case it should be the 

opposite. What can we do for our members, not just what 

they can do for us.  
 

Our president BSG Ray Puls posed this question to those 

present, what would you be looking for from BSG? Why 

would you want to join the club. What do “you” want to 

do? One response was regarding people who may have 

moved and are living in a smaller place. There is no room 

for a layout. There is no place to run there trains. There is 

no place to trade ideas with fellow S gaugers. For others 

it's having clinics so that we can share our areas of 

expertise with others. We can all learn from one another,  
 

There were a number of different ideas for the club. 

Regarding our space, we are going to attempt to make it 

look like a clubhouse envirionment. There are plans for 

displays and furnishings. We don’t just want an empty 

looking room with two layouts in it. There are some major 

plans for the modular layout. For those who like to lputter 

with scenery or other facets of the layout, materials will 

be furnished by BSG. This club will belong to the 

members and many of “their” ideas or considerations can 

be implemented.  For a long time it seems like the fun has 

gone out of BSG. That atmosphere is going away. 

BSG wants you to want to come to your “clubhouse”.  
 

For too long BSG has not had a lot to offer. The 

opportunity afforded us by the Waukesha County Gandy 

Dancers HO Model Railroad Club may just be the life 

preserver that our club has needed for years. 
 

Ron Schlicht 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

BSG Editor Jeff Madden wrote an interesting article on 

the future of Fall S Fests. Due to Covid the Fall S Fest 

annual event was cancelled another year. One of the 

hosting clubs, the State-Line S Gaugers, decided to 

discontinue sponsoring the event due to the financing and 

lack of manpower to carry out all of the necessary tasks. 

With the passing of Moe Berk, who was the driving force 

for St. Louis club getting a Fall S Fest, their sponsorship 

could perhaps be in jeopardy. 

One of the major issues facing financing a Fall S Fest is 

the facilities costs. Hotel costs, table rentals, banquets and 

many of the other necessary expenses have increased . All 

clubs have the desire to keep the cost to the participants 

as reasonable as possible. Due to this, the one-year 

cancellation, increased facilities cost and some 

unforeseen expenses by the hotel, the Badgerland S 

Gaugers S Gaugers came up short. 
 

All that being said, hosting model railroading conventions 

not getting any cheaper, and with the customer base 

decreasing, the future is getting cloudier. 
 

Now for a little info about the future of the Fall S Fests: 

The normal rotation is Milwaukee area (BSG), Rockford, 

IL (State-Line), Chicago area (CASG) and St. Louis 

(AFSLGA). With the State-Line group is backing out of 

the rotation, that leaves the other three clubs to continue. 



State-Line was to have theirs in 2022. Chicago opted to 

keep their normal year which will be 2023. The location 

and time TBD. With St. Louis scheduled 2024, what does 

this mean: Well it will be another year without Fall S Fest. 
 

BSG in2025 ????????????????? 

 

Yes, it’s back on for Nov. 12 and 13 at the State Fair Park 

in West Allis, WI. Yes, there will be the usual “rip your 

lungs out” fee for parking. The show hours will be 

 Sat. 9-5 and Sun. 9-4.  
 

This year there may be a bigger representation of S Gauge 

than in the past.  
 

The National Association of S Gaugers  

NASG plans on having a booth and display. 
 

The Chicagoland Area S Gaugers will have will be having 

their modular layout set up. 
 

Both the Chicagoland and NASG are asking our club to 

help them out. Contact Jeff Madden to sign up for those 

groups. 
 

There is also the possibility of an S Gauge group from 

Michigan bringing a layout.  
 

There has also been talk about some S gauge 

manufacturers displaying products. 
 

Listed as Badgerland S Gaugers - American Flyer Trains 

will  represent BSG with Ron Schlicht’s AF layout.  
 

The show is now sponsored by the World’s Greatest 

Hobby group and Kalmbach Publishing. 

Dan Dawdy (O and S Scale Resource e-zines) is now the 

editor of the printed Dispatch. The last two issues were 

his. The next is scheduled to come out in December. No, 

the Dispatch will not be an e-zine, it will come in printed 

magazine format. 
 

The other big news is that the NASG has a new president, 

Jim Whipple, as Will Holt has resigned and moved to 

North Carolina. NOW, I’ll report on the CanAm NASG 

Convention held in Buffalo, NY last August. It was the 

first NASG convention since 2019, that’s three years 

folks.  
 

Darby Marriott, chairman, and staff did an amazing job 

putting this convention together. He and members from 

Canada joined with New Yorkers to put on the convention 

which was just across the Niagara Falls area from Canada.  
 

I managed via lots of paperwork ahead of time, to drive 

over into Canada, see Jim Martin’s scale layout and visit 

the Canadian side of the Falls to make my wife happy.  
 

A tour on Wednesday included a fan trip on the New York 

and Lake Erie short line. Passenger cars were pulled by 

an ex-Via FA and Erie painted Alco S switcher. After the 

rail trip we lunched at a brew pub in Hamburg that also 

had a large detailed G gauge layout to view. 
 

The vendor area included many dealers, clinicas were 

aplenty and it was just nice to see old friends. 

On the getaway day, Sunday, my wife and I managed to 

visit two layouts – Dan Malkiewicz’s and Ron Kemps.  
 

Dan’s layout had lots of hi-rail scenes and even included 

some Sn3. His layout had been featured in the Dispatch 

and CTT.  
 

 

 
 

Again, next year’s convention is scheduled for 

Harrisburg, PA. 

Jeff Madden 



For those of you who are not NASG members, there were 

a number of articles of interest to S Gaugers. 
 

Most American Flyer enthusiasts are getting older (no 

surprise). Over the past 5 years or so the Badgerland S 

Gaugers have lost a number long time members. We are 

not the only club that has lost members. Unfortunately, 

some of those who have passed were some of the club 

leaders and major contributors to their organizations. 
 

For 47 years one of the major sources of information on S 

gauge was Don Heimburger who was the publisher of the 

S Gaugian. He also published a number of other railroad 

books. He passed away June 10, 2022. There are fewer 

and fewer publications that feature S Gauge. Classic Toy  

Trains occasionally has articles on S Gauge. 
 

Along with Don Heimburger publisher, and Ron Bashista 

of American Models S Gauge trains, The Badgerland S 

Gaugers have recently lost some of our past members.  
 

Dave Koehler who was one of the initial founding 

fathers of our club also passed on. He served as an 

officer in the early years of the club and was 

instrumental in the idea of  building the modular layout.  

 

Jim Brown was one of the most creative and talented 

model railroaders that I have ever met. He was one of our 

charter members in 1975. For many years he served as 

President and newsletter editor for BSG. He was the type 

of person, that if you met him, you would never forget 

him. He was the home host of many of our meetings. His 

layout was as unique as his personality. 
 

Don Westby was a long-time member of the club, he 

loved S Gauge and his Harley-Davidson motorcycle. He 

also hosted some meetings at his home and seemed to 

have a perpetual smile on his face. 
 

I have used the term charter member on occasion. In 1975, 

at the first “real general” meeting, the club had 27 

individuals that were considered charter members 16 of 

which were present and signed the club charter, officially 

titling it as the BADGERLAND S GAUGERS.  

Four of those signing members are still active in the club. 

I’m proud to say that I am one of them along with Roy 

Meissner, Fred Vergenz and Larry Blank, who have all 

served as club officers in one position or another. 

 

A tale of two taverns. If you attended the last club meeting 

you heard a bit of this story. My traveling layout has a 

number of structures on it, a few are detailed Plasticville. 

At one of the shows that I attend, a young man walked by 

and stated “you have everything on here but a tavern”, this 

is Milwaukee you need a tavern. Well, I started thinking 

about it and I have one on my home and I figured that I 

could make a similar one for the traveling layout. 

 

At the next show that I set up the layout, I was talking to 

a young family about the tavern comment that was made. 

They concurred that I needed a tavern on my layout. Both 

the husband and wife then said ‘It’s got to be Moes”, to 

which I answered “Who’s Moe”? They asked me if I 

watched the Simpsons and to their seeming amazement, I 

said no. However, they were insistent that “everyone” 

would know who Moe is. OK it’s time to use Google. 

egad what a garish structure, then again, it’s a cartoon. In 

looking for pictures for a model, I found it amazing how 

many real-life establishments have copied that look. 
 

But as I’ve stated more times than I can count, our task at 

model railroad shows is to educate the public about the 

hobby. But before you can do that, you have to get their 

attention and entertain them. As Gypsy Rose Lee (for you 

really old timers) always proclaimed to her audience,  

“Let me entertain you”. Feathers and drum beat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tavern Number 2. As mentioned, I have one on my home 

layout. A friend Jim, always eyed it and wished that he 

had one just like it. After a while I decided to build one 

for him and I gave it to him as a Christmas gift. Knowing 

him,  it had to be Schlitz beer on tap, thus the brown bottle 

name. 
 

The basic structure is a modified Plasticville corner store. 

The skylight is from a broken PV split level home front 

window and the bar from a broken PV Frosty Bar. The 

interior is just little pieces of junk with the exception of 

the people.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

Contact Ron Schlicht Phone (414) 477-7866 Email: 

rons48tblue@gmail.com 
 

 

2016 Sprecher Brewery Reefers $55.00 Each 

 
 

 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------- 
2021 Fall S Fest Hoppers (Hi-Rail Only) $55.00 Each 

Furnished with Coal Loads 

 

 

 

 

 

 

which was held at the Roma Lodge at 7130 Spring St, 

Racine, has also been cancelled due to increasing hall 

rental rates. This meet was held for over 30 years and 

was one of the biggest swap meets held during the model 

train season (Oct thru Mar.) in southeastern Wisconsin.  
 

Model railroading wishes to thank Ron Soldberg for his 

efforts to promote the hobby for all of those years. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

Due to staffing issues at the American 

Legion Post, the facility will no longer be 

available for the Badgerland swap meets. 

Therefore, all meets have been cancelled. 
 

The BSG meet was a relatively small meet. It generated a 

modest income for our club. The rent that we paid was 

within a range that made it economically viable.  Finding 

a new facility to hold swap meets is no easy task. Some 

of the halls that I have contacted are out of the price range 

that would make it very difficult, if not impossible to 

make a profit. It also takes a while to build up a customer 

base after a move of venue. The work involved  and the 

risk taken are not what I care to undertake at this time. If 

any members have any suggestions feel free to email me 

at rons48tblue@gmail.com or call (414) 477-7866.  
 

The Lionel club of Milwaukee recently moved their 

swap meet due to increasingly high rental rates 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Lionel Swap Meets 

New Berlin Entertainment Center 

16000 West Cleveland Ave. 

New Berlin 

8:00 am To 12:00 pm 

2022   November 20 

December 18 

2023   January  15 

February 26 

March  19 

Check website:  www.milw-lrrc.com 

or call 262-754-9900 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Great Midwest Train Show  

DuPage County Fairgrounds Wheaton, IL 

9 am to 3:00 pm  

2022   October  30 

December 4 

2023   January  8 

February 5 

March  5 

April  2 

---------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Wisconsin Southeastern Division Midwest Region 

(WISE) Meets 

2022 Sunday    December 18 

1:00 P.M. 

New Berlin Entertainment Center 

16000 West Cleveland Ave. 

Buy -Sel -Trade=Contests- Clinics- Layout Tour) 

(Non-Members $5.00 WISE Members Free) 

----------------------------------- 
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2023 Saturday       January 21 

12:00 Noon 

Train School Session 

New Berlin Entertainment Center 

16000 West Cleveland Ave. 

(Non-Members $5.00 WISE Members Free) 

--------------------------------- 
 

2023 Saturday & Sunday  February18-19 

Mad-City Train Show 

Alliant Energy Center Madison Wisconsin 

(Extra Fee Event) 

--------------------------------- 

2023 Sunday            March 19 

1:00 P.M. 

New Berlin Entertainment Center 

16000 West Cleveland Ave. 

(Non-Members $5.00 WISE Members Free) 

--------------------------------- 

2023 Sunday            April 16 

1:00 P.M. 

Location to be determined 

(Non-Members $5.00 WISE Members Free) 

Visit WISE Division Websites for more information 

www.wisedivsion.org  

www.trainfest.com 
 

 

Gandy Dancers & BSG Open House Schedule 

831 N. Grand Ave. Waukesha, WI 
 

Due to the change of venue, the Gandy Dancers 

might not be holding any events until 

2023. 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 

Oconomowoc Historical Society 

HO club open house 

2023 Saturday   November 5 

11:00 am To 5:00 pm. 

103 W. Jefferson St.  

Oconomowoc, Wi 

www.oconomowoc/historicalsociety.org 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Danville, Indiana Train Show: Sat. Nov. 18, 2022. At the 

Hendricks County Fairgrounds just west of Indianapolis. 

10 a.m. to 3 p.m. For the first time this show will include 

an area for S Scale and 2-rail O Scale. Tables: 317-627-

1660 or email: jporay@abe.org.  

------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

The 2023 Spring S Spree is on!!! Check www.nasg.org or 

www.sspree.info for detailed info on the Spring S Spree 

in 2023. It will be in Dayton, Ohio sponsored by the 

Miami Valley S Gaugers on March 31 and April 1. This 

will be a good place to buy and sell all types of S items. It 

will be at the Crossroads Expo Center, Exit 59 off I-75 – 

6550 Poe Ave., Dayton, OH 45414. 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The next NASG convention will be in July in Harrisburg, 

PA from July 26-29, 2023.This will be an ideal location 

with nearby attractions such as the EBT, the Strasburg and 

Amish areas, Hershey Park, historic Gettysburg and the 

nearby Norfolk Southern railroad attractions. Check 

under events at www.nasg.org. under the Events section. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Date: Sunday November 6th 

Time: 1:00pm 

Club Location: 

741 N. Grand Ave. 

Waukesha, WI 53186 

---------------------------------------- 

In the event that you have any change of home address, 

phone number or email address  contact Jeff 

Madden or Ron Schlicht. Their contact info is on the 

front page. This will ensure that you receive any 

correspondence from BSG. 

 

BSG encourages its members to share any new 

or existing product information they may found 

to be beneficial. Your opinions or advice 

regarding the use and performance of the 

products are welcomed. In addition, share your 

scenery, technical or operational experiences 

on your own home layouts for the BSG 

newsletters. Photos are encouraged. 

 

Send any comments or suggestions to: 

 

 

Ron Schlicht - rons48tblue@gmail.com 
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