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This welcome signs says 
it all! 

The Boulder Creek Railroad lies under the 
shade of some very large cottonwood trees.  
The route consists of three separate loops so 
that all three of Oleôs grandkids can run their 
own train without danger of running into each 
other.  All three loops have track power and 
are virtually level.  Only limited siding track is 
available but I did note that there are a couple 
of turnouts that are awaiting track.  The layout 
surprised many of the 40 plus visitors present 
as all three loops ran continuously throughout 
the meeting.  Pat Olsen provided an 
outstanding buffet style potluck meal in their 
beautiful new home assisted by all of the other 
club ladies with plenty of seating on the 
outside patio. 
 
Old Business 
Ole again thanked everyone for helping him 
prep his route this spring for the meeting.  It 

sounded like they all had a great time fixing 
him up. 
 
New Business 
Gene Pritchard says that a local club is 
redoing the layout at the Winterset Historical 
Society and that is moving off the dock around 
to another side of the depot. 
 
Library News 
No new news 

Show and Tell 
Richard Maresh had some outstanding 
photos of the Crandic railroad bridge in 
Cedar Rapids that fell into the river during 
the recent flooding.  Some of his photos 
are shown on pg. 3. 
 
Show and Sell 
Sandra and Eric Bickel were selling a 
couple Kansas City Show Car a ñBankrupt 
Blueò Rock Island Open Hopper railcar that 
they purchased at this weekends Garden 
Railroad Show.  Several members went but 
most reported disappointment in the lack 
of vendors at the show.  I imagine that the 
price of Gas and the state of the economy 
had a little to do with this disappointment. 
 
Club member Marti Cozad gave several 
seminars at this show but no one I could 

find saw his presentations. 
 
Joe Godfroy finally found someone to 
purchase his rotary snow blower.  And not 
a moment to soon eitheré it reached into 
the 90ôs this week.  Tee hee! 
 
Mike & Renee Kidman had their trailer 
of goodies and plants and sales were brisk 
on this beautiful day! 
 
Mike reported that LGB of America is 
having extreme problems receiving 
replacement parts and product from the 
company who has purchased LGB of 
Germany.   

 
 
 

Coming to Next        
Months Newsletter 

- More photos from Cedar 
Rapids on the fallen Crandic 
Railroad Bridge 

 

Flood Photo by: 
Richard Maresh 

This photo, shot 
southward from the I-
380 bridge shows all of 
the other auto bridges 
in Cedar Rapids 
underwater.  The 
Courthouse on the 
island is taking on 
water.  Off in the 
distance you can just 
make out the railroad 
bridge that eventually 
succumbed to the 
floods.  More photos on 
pg 3.    
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June Meeting at the Boulder Creek Railroad  
Photos By: Peter Paeth  

 

Santa Fe Silver Streak struts through the flowers. 
  

Chris Thompson of 
ñJust Add Waterò 
describes some of the 
details of construction 
of the Boulder Creek 
Railroad! 
 

Ole introduces us to his 
mythical wife Pat. 

Great Northern emerges from the double tunnel on 
the Boulder Creek Railroad. 
  

Waterfall to which Ole 
ñJust Added Waterò  
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Floods of 2008 
Photos by: Richard Maresh & Cliff Jette 

Above Photo by: Cliff Jette 

Photo of all three spans of the Crandic bridge with 
hopper cars filled with rock in place before it collapsed! 

This photo taken looking North from the I-380 bridge across the Cedar River in Cedar Rapids was taken when 

the water was nearly at its highest.  This bridge survived the flood.  This bridge is near the Quaker Oats Plant.  I 
believe this is a double track bridge (you can see another car on the extreme left behind the tankcar)  Great 
photo Richard! 

Right: Close Up 
photo of the 
Crandic Cars filled 
with gravel on the 
bridge before water 
levels crested. 
 
 
Left: Am I glad my 
sons name is Noah! 
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Floods of 2008 (cont.) 
Photos By:  Curt Sloan (Cedar Rapids Gazette)  

Going! 

Gone! 

Going! 

The Cedar Rapids and Iowa 
City Railway (CRANDIC) 
bridge spanning the Cedar 
River collapsed at 9:43 a.m. 
on Thursday, June 12. Three 
of the bridges four steel 
spans were swept into the 
river along with 15 CRANDIC 
rail cars loaded with rock. No 
injuries were associated with 
the collapse. 

 
The 793 ft. bridge, built in 
1903, was used daily to 
connect CRANDIC with other 
railroads and local industries. 
The bridge handled 
approximately 20,000 
carloads per year. 
 
Damage will be assessed as 
the water recedes, and plans 
to rebuild are under 
evaluation. CRANDIC will 
work with other rail carriers 
to meet customer needs in 
the days and weeks ahead. 
 
 
Editorôs Notes:  I read on 
several websites that the rail 
cars loaded with rock were 
used to weigh down the 
bridge to keep the decking 
from washing away.  It is 
common practice in flooding 
type situations.  I have seen 
photos of the same 
technique at the museum for 
the Durango to Silverton 
Railroad in Colorado.   
 
In this case the river rose 

much higher than expected 
and the cars did not help. 
 
The Quaker Oats bridge at 
the other end of the town 
also used this technique 
using grain not rock and it 
was successful in saving that 
bridge. 
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Aerial Ballet 
Photos from: 
Joe Godfroy 

 

Step 1: Get up your nerve 

 

Step 7: Unload it 

and think about 
the dismount? 

 

Step 6: Take a deep 

breath, youôre almost 
there 

 

 

Step 5:  Crawl forward with loader, 

while pushing with hoe 

 

Step 3:  Use bucket, rear arm and 

outriggers to raise machine ! 
 

Step 4: Be careful ..AND LIFT IT UP! 
 

Step 2:  Use bucket to raise front 
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Railcar of the Month 

 
This colorful Atlantic Coast Line Bay Window Caboose belongs to Sandra & Eric Bickel. 

Building of the Month 
 

Rail Structure of the Month 

 
 

Vehicle of the Month 
 
 

 
 

 

195? Ace Hardware Stores 10-Wheeler belongs to 
Noah & Peter Paeth 

The Bear 

Creek Co Op 
made from 

PVC pipes 
and other 

materials 

belongs to 
Joe Godfroy. 

 

I am very honored that you would select my 
turntable as the structure of the month and I will tell 
you what I can about it.  First off, it is warped.  No, 
it didn't warp from being in my basement, I built it 
that way.  No, not on purpose, but that is how most 
of my projects turn out. 
 
I had intended to put a wye in my layout but found 
out after getting it built I didn't have the room for it 
using 1600 radius curves, so I had to build a 
turntable.  I only had two locos at that time, an LGB 
mogul and a Leaman Porter, so I decided 26 inches 
would be long enough, and I didn't really didn't plan 
on using it anyway, as my mogul ran a lot better 
one way than it did the other so I always had it                                                                                                                      
(Continued on pg. 7) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Railroad Trivia! 
 

Which 3 railroads were exempted from the Rail 
Passenger Service Act and continued to operate their 
own passenger trains after the start-up of Amtrak?  

 

Denver and Rio Grande Western 
Rock Island 

Southern Railway 
(they all finally agreed to Amtrak) 

  

Source: 
http://mainlineseast.railfan.net/quiz.html 
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Financial Report 
By: Bill Joy 

The turnout on another great day at the John and Pat 

Olsen home in Des Moines could be the clubôs personal 
best in attendance.  I donôt know if it was because many 

members wanted to meet Pat just to see if she really 
existed, or to see their new layout with the Just Add 

Water waterfalls and stream.  Pat does exist and was a 

pleasure to meet and visit with, and the layout would 
even look and sound good without the tracks and trains.  

 
Our May CIGRS bank balance of $928.81 increased by 

dues payments of $105.00, representing one member 
renewing for one year, and three members paying dues 

for two years.  With all bills paid, our current bank 

balance for June is $1,033.81.    

Those with dues due in July are Dennis Ridgway, and 

Melvin Visser.    
 

We now have fifty-eight members on our membership 
list, but of those, five have not renewed their dues for 

the current year.  Iôll be contacting those who havenôt 
renewed after six months to see if they wish to continue 

their membership.  For those who want to renew their 

dues, remember that if you canôt make a meeting, 
$15.00 yearly dues payments to CIGRS are always 

cheerfully received at 1420 Paul Street, Perry, IA 50220.  
Any question about your dues status, just write me or 

give me a call at (515) 465-4414. 

 

Homemade Turntable 

By: Old Dave Dunn 

Whatôs New ï Member News 

 Dept of Corrections:  Gary Edlen corrected that the 
saw mill in the photo that I saw in his house was actually 
owned and operated by his great grandfather not his 
grandfather as previously reported.  Thanks Gary for the 
update! 
 

 Larry Nelson:  As many of you know Larry works for 
the Cedar Rapids power company which was offline & 
underwater due to recent flooding.  He has been working 
12-hour days 7 days a week and consequently he has 
given up his August meeting at his house.  When Joe gets 
a replacement site substitute for this meeting we will 
announce it. 

(Cont. from pg.6) 

headed in the same direction.  
 

I started out by cutting 2-1 X 3 boards that length and then I 
trimmed off the ends so it would look like there was a place 

for some rollers under there.  I glued those boards together 
with a couple of other short pieces of 1 X 3.  I then glued 

some 1/8 inch plastic angle that I had around the edges of 
the boards and some up and down to look like bracing.  Next 

I cut the track to size but put in some more ties I took off of 

some old LGB 1500 track I had so the ties would be closer 
together.  You can't see that as I put planking on top of the 

table.  
 

The wiring is really high tech, I put the track on the top of 

the main box structure I had made and soldered two wires to 
the rails.  I then put a small piece of pipe in the center of the 

table for an axle for it to turn on.  I ran the wires through 
the pipe and hooked them up to a switch box I'd found at a 

junk store which had dpdt switch in it.  I cut a circle out of 
my plywood train table and lowered that with some fancy 

carpenter work, in fact it so fancy I don't remember how it 

did it.  I lined the circle of the pit with strips (of wood) laid 
vertically.  I put in some old Lionel O-27 rails around the pit 

and put a piece of tin on the table so it kind of rides on it.  I 
covered the bottom of the pit with some cinder ballast I had, 

and sprayed it with glue to hold it in place.  I now only have 

diesel power so don't need to turn them that much anyway, 
but I can fit my Aristo motor car on it.  I check the wires 

every once and while to make sure they aren't twisted too 
badly.   

 

Boy, I still can't figure out how that darn thing got warped.  
 Thanks again for the honor.                     Old Dave Dunn 

 

http://mainlineseast.railfan.net/quiz.html


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STEPPING STONES AVAILABLE 
BY ORDER 

 

   
 

Stepping-stones with CIGRS or your 
railroad name are available by order. 

They are $11 delivered to next CIGRS 

meeting. Order from Bill Joy.  (Stones 
do not come painted!)  But they 

can be! Colored version hand painted 
by Ron Mash. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS & MEETINGS 
 

 The Central Iowa Garden Railway 
Society has regular monthly meetings at 
which we discuss one another's current 
projects, hobby news, and the latest 
products on the market. Programs are 
presented at some meetings, either by 
one of our members, or by someone 
brought in from outside the organization. 
The programs generally cover some 
element of the hobby, from the history of 
local and other Railroads, to rolling stock 
to trackwork, to locomotives, to miniature 
gardening.  
 The business end of the meetings 
is usually kept to a minimum and the 
organization is not just a menôs club for 
boys and their toys.  Wives participate 
and are a major part of the organization 
as the meetings are social events that 

About Our Organizationé 

We have a new Website! 

See us at: 

www.trainweb.org/cigrs/ 

allow couples from across the state to 
get together and enjoy each otherôs 
company and make new friends. 
 The club encompasses all facets 
of this fascinating hobby, and includes 
electric operation, battery-powered and   
trains that actually run on live steam. 
Most of our members have, or hope to 
have, ñGò gauge, or gauge 1 railways in 
their gardens or back yards. 
 Meetings are generally held on the 
third Sunday of each month. Specific 
dates and times, as well as program 
topics, are announced in the CIGRS 
Telegraph. 
 Club members are encouraged to 
involve themselves in any of a variety of 
functions, including special model railway 
exhibitions that are staged in the area. 
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JJJuuulllyyy   222000000888   
9:00 AM to 1 PM July 5th 
Dave Jones ï Open House 
Grinnell, IA 
 

JJJuuulllyyy   222000000888   
1:30 PM July 20th 
Ron Mash / Janet Moser 
Minburn, IA 

   

AAAuuuggguuusssttt   222000000888   
1:30 PM August 17th 
Due to flooding and Larry working 
12-hour days this date is open 
 

SSSeeepppttteeemmmbbbeeerrr   222000000888   
1:30 PM September 21st 
Peter & Sandra Paethós 
Pleasantville, IA 
 

SSSeeepppttteeemmmbbbeeerrr   222000000888   
September 26-28 
Marty Cozad Steam-Up 
Nebraska City, NE 
Banquet on Sat Evening, RSVP 
   Price To Be Announced 

MLS Photo Sat Afternoon at 2:30ish 
Friday Evening Dinner at Old CB &Q Depot.  
Dealers and door prizes for Banquet 
email Marty for directions. 
 
 

OOOccctttooobbbeeerrr   222000000888   
1:30 PM October 19th 
Karl & Nancy Swessingerôs  
Marshalltown, IA 

 

NNNooovvveeemmmbbbeeerrr   222000000888   
1:30 PM November 16th 
West Des Moines Police Dept. 
West Des Moines, IA 

 
 

CENTRAL IOWA GARDEN 

RAILWAY SOCIETY 
 

CONTACT 
INFORMATION 

 President                         

Joe Godfroy 
 sjgtrail@msn.com           

Phone: (515) 833-2270 
 

Vice President                     
Mike Kidman 

kidman@worldnet.att.net             
Phone: (515) 984-6946 

 

Treasurer                     
William Joy              

WmJoy@aol.com             
Phone: (515) 465-4414 

 

Newsletter Editor 
Peter Paeth 

cigrs@hotmail.com 
Phone: (515) 848-3345 

 
Club Librarian 

Ron Mash 

janm@netins.net 
Phone: (515) 677-2124 

 
Co-Historians 

Janet Moser 

janm@netins.net 
Phone: (515) 677-2124 

& 
Karla Gunzenhauser 

pkgunzy@grm.net 

Phone: (641) 443-2161 
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