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May CIGRS Meeting 
 

Gary & Ioneôs custom sign at 
the end of their drive 

welcomes us to the ir home!  

Sabula,  Iowa  

The third semi-annual meeting at the 
Edlen home in Sabula was a beautiful 

spring day.  Gary & Ione have been 
working feverishly on the layout to have 

it ready to go.  A big hand also went out 

to Ethel for doing some last minute weed 
pulling.   
 

Gary has rebuilt the entire route after 

having sworn off wood.  The entire 
layout ties, buildings, etc were all 

recreated in plastic using a new product 

Gary found at Home Depot (See photos 
pg. 3) The track is still all hand laid built 

in six foot sections with  latex paint and 
wood stain for wood grain and 

weathering.  The layout has never looked 
better and was ablaze with spring 

flowers! 
 

Guests  

Gary introduced us all to Juergen Holl  
whom Gary  credits for saving his life.  

Juergen  was the radiologist who 
discovered the tumor in Gary , which was 

removed two weeks later. Juergen  

brought a German built most of a live 
steamer which he received lessons from 

Fred  Loveridge  on how to run.    
 

Dick & Betty Lambôs Grandson ñEddy 

Cummingsò and his finance also visited 
the meeting. Ione also introduced her 

sister who was the ñbrownie makerò.  
There were also 35 regular members 

present!  Not bad, gas prices considered! 
 

Kaiser Update  

The Kaiser also was present and received 
a virtual plaque for traveling almost 3500 
miles with no troubles at all.   

Old Business  

Oleô Olsen held a work day last 
weekendé  Hopefully he will be ready for 

next months meeting at his place on 
June 22nd.  Ole has dee med this 

meeting a potluck with lunch served 

starting at 12:30 and the meeting at 
the regular time.  
 

Library News  

The librarian had no new news but Joe 
made the suggestion that the role of the 

librarian be changed.  Sometime this 

summer the Librarian will type out a 
complete listing of all items available 

from the library and everyone will receive 
a copy.  Then if someone wants to 

checkout something they will contact the 
librarian before the meeting and request 

that the item is brought to that meeting.  

This will make the job of lugging several 
crates of items to every meeting less 

burdensome. The change was approved 
unanimously by all present.  A new 

update will be provided every 6 months if 

additions to the library are given.  
 

Show and Tell  
Gary demonstrated gluing scrap pieces 

of PVC together using PVC pipe cleaner 
and pipe glue.  He did recommend 

using the product in a well -ventilated 

area for safety reasons. 
 

Show & Sell  
Joe  is still trying to sell off his Rotary 

Snow Blower railcar at $125 and he 
managed to sell off an electronic signal 

for $20.  
 

Coming to Next Months Newsletter  

- An Amazing Backhoe Operator illustrates 
how to climb on board a train without a 
ramp or even a net!  
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The Train that Oleô Built 
By: Oleô Olsen 

The train that Oleô built!   

   We are getting excited to host the June CIGRS meeting at 
our new home.  Many have told me this garden railroading 
thing is a journey so don't be too tough on yourself if all is not 
totally in order in a couple of weeks.   Right.  Well, being 
Norwegian doesn't help either.  We are working hard non-the-
less so anyone that wishes can run analog, DDC, battery or 
steam.  Our new layout has basically zero grade with close to 
400 ft of AristoCraft brass rail.  My philosophy is still "less is 
more" when it comes to garden railroading.   My interest is in 
running trains and so scratch building is still a ways off my 

radar screen.  The era for my layout is the 1950's to current.   
I am running USA diesels including NW 2, GP 9, GP30, F 
3ABA.  Most of my rolling stock consists of USA, Aristo and a 
few LGB. 

   As of June 1, two loops have been connected and adjusting 
the rail and ballasting has begun.  This layout runs over a 25 
foot stream into a 14 X 20 Pond.  Two outer mainline loops 
sport a 6' and 7' tunnel opening into a boulder canyon to the 
north.    These two mainlines traverse over temporary bridging 
created by Joe  Godfroy , Mike  Kidman  and John  Myers  
during an early spring work day.   Fred  spent much of his time 
during the workday putting ties on 8' brass rails while John  
Haila , Eric  Bickel  and Jay  Nugent  began linking the rails 
together with Splitjaw connectors.   We are making progress 
between mother natures urges.  Thanks to each of you who 
have so graciously given of your time and expertise to bring 
this layout to life.   Keep your ideas coming.   

    I have asked Chris  Thompson , owner of Just Add 
Water , to be on board for our June meeting to share his 
thoughts about building our pond around a garden railroad.   
Usually it is the other way around.   Chris  and his team 
created a pretty special place for relaxing and reflect ing on 
earlier days as well as dreaming about the future.   Of course 
this is just phase I.   I hope you will be able to come and see 
for yourselves what we have now growing in our backyard.   
My cell number is 515 -306 -9699  should you need any 
assistance navigating your way to our home.  

   We will provide sloppy joes as a main item for our 
potluck starting at 12:30.   We will have bottled water and 

some sodas but if you have favorites, please plan to bring 
your own beverages along with dishware and silverware.  So, 
if you want to bring an item to share please consider veggies, 
potato salad, coleslaw, chips and of course desserts galore 
would be good.  If I have missed something we will punt 
when the time comes.  I have put in an order for beautiful 
weather too.   Please remember to bring your own chairs.  We 
will have some available.  Doggett's are going to help us 
create some additional shade over our driveway for anyone 
who prefers solid ground opposed to being on grassy areas.  

   

   Peter  - please shorten this narrative up as you see fit.   I am 
not the greatest writer.   You know brevity is not one of my 
strengths too.  So have at it. (Editors Note:   I hadnôt noticed!) 

   Our address is:  361 NW 58th Place, DSM, IA  50313.  I am 
not sure what directions might show up online but if folks are 
coming in off of I -80 and 35 take exit 135 by the Harley Barn 
and go north about a mile.   Just past the flashing yellow lights 
take a left (west) on to NW 60th to Torgerson Lane and turn 
left again (south) for about a block and take another left onto 

3rd Court.  Our place has a flagpole out in the front bed on 
the corner of 58th Place and 3rd Court.  It will be best to park 
on 3rd Court on the west side of the street.   We have a 
driveway into the backyard area, which wi ll serve as our front 
door.  This way you will avoid lots of steps getting to the 
lower level of our home.   Please be careful on the stone 
walkways around the backyard.  Boulders are very 
unforgiving.  Let me know if you need a helping hand.   I am 
anxious for you all to meet my wife Pat  too.  She really 
exists.  :o)   Imagine that.   Hope to see you on Sunday the 
22nd.   Let me know if you need anything else.   I will send 
you a couple of pictures later this evening.   I want to go and 
get a little ballast work done before the critters start biting.    

Ole 

 
 
 

This guy is desperate!  See the fish in the pond! 
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Sabula Ackley & Dakota Railroad  
AKA: Cascade Timber & Mining Railroad  
Photos By: Peter Paeth & Bill Joy  

Left: And now 
a word from 
our sponsoré 
This is the 
label on the 
material that 
Gary demoôed. 

 

Above Left: Gary 
says that the RR by 
this name actually 
existed in the area.   
 
Above Right:  Live 
Steamer owned by 
new member 
Juergen Holl .  
Photo by Bill Joy.  

 
Left:  Gary 
demonstrates 

gluing process on 
plastic scraps.  

Above: Ron 
and Lodean 
enjoy the 
day!  

 
Left:   
Detail work 
on inside 
large -scale 
layout  

 

Above & Middle:  Before and after finish work on the ON3 layout insideé     Right:  Between the trees on the garden layout. 


