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May CIGRS Meeting 
 

Gary & Ione’s custom sign at 
the end of their drive 

welcomes us to their home! 

Sabula, Iowa 

The third semi-annual meeting at the 
Edlen home in Sabula was a beautiful 

spring day.  Gary & Ione have been 
working feverishly on the layout to have 

it ready to go.  A big hand also went out 

to Ethel for doing some last minute weed 
pulling.   
 

Gary has rebuilt the entire route after 

having sworn off wood.  The entire 
layout ties, buildings, etc were all 

recreated in plastic using a new product 

Gary found at Home Depot (See photos 
pg. 3) The track is still all hand laid built 

in six foot sections with latex paint and 
wood stain for wood grain and 

weathering.  The layout has never looked 
better and was ablaze with spring 

flowers! 
 

Guests 

Gary introduced us all to Juergen Holl 
whom Gary credits for saving his life.  

Juergen was the radiologist who 
discovered the tumor in Gary, which was 

removed two weeks later. Juergen 

brought a German built most of a live 
steamer which he received lessons from 

Fred Loveridge on how to run.    
 

Dick & Betty Lamb’s Grandson “Eddy 

Cummings” and his finance also visited 
the meeting. Ione also introduced her 

sister who was the “brownie maker”.  
There were also 35 regular members 

present!  Not bad, gas prices considered! 
 

Kaiser Update 

The Kaiser also was present and received 
a virtual plaque for traveling almost 3500 
miles with no troubles at all.   

Old Business 

Ole’ Olsen held a work day last 
weekend…  Hopefully he will be ready for 

next months meeting at his place on 
June 22nd.  Ole has deemed this 

meeting a potluck with lunch served 

starting at 12:30 and the meeting at 
the regular time. 
 

Library News 

The librarian had no new news but Joe 
made the suggestion that the role of the 

librarian be changed.  Sometime this 

summer the Librarian will type out a 
complete listing of all items available 

from the library and everyone will receive 
a copy.  Then if someone wants to 

checkout something they will contact the 
librarian before the meeting and request 

that the item is brought to that meeting.  

This will make the job of lugging several 
crates of items to every meeting less 

burdensome. The change was approved 
unanimously by all present.  A new 

update will be provided every 6 months if 

additions to the library are given. 
 

Show and Tell 
Gary demonstrated gluing scrap pieces 

of PVC together using PVC pipe cleaner 
and pipe glue.  He did recommend 

using the product in a well-ventilated 

area for safety reasons. 
 

Show & Sell 
Joe is still trying to sell off his Rotary 

Snow Blower railcar at $125 and he 
managed to sell off an electronic signal 

for $20. 
 

Coming to Next Months Newsletter 

- An Amazing Backhoe Operator illustrates 
how to climb on board a train without a 
ramp or even a net! 
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The Train that Ole’ Built 
By: Ole’ Olsen 

The train that Ole‟ built!   

   We are getting excited to host the June CIGRS meeting at 
our new home.  Many have told me this garden railroading 
thing is a journey so don't be too tough on yourself if all is not 
totally in order in a couple of weeks.  Right.  Well, being 
Norwegian doesn't help either.  We are working hard non-the-
less so anyone that wishes can run analog, DDC, battery or 
steam.  Our new layout has basically zero grade with close to 
400 ft of AristoCraft brass rail.  My philosophy is still "less is 
more" when it comes to garden railroading.  My interest is in 
running trains and so scratch building is still a ways off my 

radar screen.  The era for my layout is the 1950's to current.  
I am running USA diesels including NW 2, GP 9, GP30, F 
3ABA.  Most of my rolling stock consists of USA, Aristo and a 
few LGB. 

   As of June 1, two loops have been connected and adjusting 
the rail and ballasting has begun.  This layout runs over a 25 
foot stream into a 14 X 20 Pond.  Two outer mainline loops 
sport a 6' and 7' tunnel opening into a boulder canyon to the 
north.   These two mainlines traverse over temporary bridging 
created by Joe Godfroy, Mike Kidman and John Myers 
during an early spring work day.  Fred spent much of his time 
during the workday putting ties on 8' brass rails while John 
Haila, Eric Bickel and Jay Nugent began linking the rails 
together with Splitjaw connectors.  We are making progress 
between mother natures urges.  Thanks to each of you who 
have so graciously given of your time and expertise to bring 
this layout to life.  Keep your ideas coming.   

    I have asked Chris Thompson, owner of Just Add 
Water, to be on board for our June meeting to share his 
thoughts about building our pond around a garden railroad.  
Usually it is the other way around.  Chris and his team 
created a pretty special place for relaxing and reflecting on 
earlier days as well as dreaming about the future.  Of course 
this is just phase I.  I hope you will be able to come and see 
for yourselves what we have now growing in our backyard.  
My cell number is 515-306-9699 should you need any 
assistance navigating your way to our home. 

   We will provide sloppy joes as a main item for our 
potluck starting at 12:30.  We will have bottled water and 

some sodas but if you have favorites, please plan to bring 
your own beverages along with dishware and silverware.  So, 
if you want to bring an item to share please consider veggies, 
potato salad, coleslaw, chips and of course desserts galore 
would be good.  If I have missed something we will punt 
when the time comes.  I have put in an order for beautiful 
weather too.  Please remember to bring your own chairs.  We 
will have some available.  Doggett's are going to help us 
create some additional shade over our driveway for anyone 
who prefers solid ground opposed to being on grassy areas.  

   

   Peter - please shorten this narrative up as you see fit.  I am 
not the greatest writer.  You know brevity is not one of my 
strengths too.  So have at it. (Editors Note:  I hadn’t noticed!) 

   Our address is:  361 NW 58th Place, DSM, IA  50313.  I am 
not sure what directions might show up online but if folks are 
coming in off of I-80 and 35 take exit 135 by the Harley Barn 
and go north about a mile.  Just past the flashing yellow lights 
take a left (west) on to NW 60th to Torgerson Lane and turn 
left again (south) for about a block and take another left onto 

3rd Court.  Our place has a flagpole out in the front bed on 
the corner of 58th Place and 3rd Court.  It will be best to park 
on 3rd Court on the west side of the street.  We have a 
driveway into the backyard area, which will serve as our front 
door.  This way you will avoid lots of steps getting to the 
lower level of our home.  Please be careful on the stone 
walkways around the backyard.  Boulders are very 
unforgiving.  Let me know if you need a helping hand.  I am 
anxious for you all to meet my wife Pat too.  She really 
exists.  :o)  Imagine that.  Hope to see you on Sunday the 
22nd.  Let me know if you need anything else.  I will send 
you a couple of pictures later this evening.  I want to go and 
get a little ballast work done before the critters start biting.   

Ole 

 
 
 

This guy is desperate!  See the fish in the pond! 
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Sabula Ackley & Dakota Railroad 
AKA: Cascade Timber & Mining Railroad 
Photos By: Peter Paeth & Bill Joy 

Left: And now 
a word from 
our sponsor… 
This is the 
label on the 
material that 
Gary demo’ed. 

 

Above Left: Gary 
says that the RR by 
this name actually 
existed in the area.   
 
Above Right:  Live 
Steamer owned by 
new member 
Juergen Holl.  
Photo by Bill Joy. 

 
Left:  Gary 
demonstrates 

gluing process on 
plastic scraps. 

Above: Ron 
and Lodean 
enjoy the 
day! 

 
Left:   
Detail work 
on inside 
large-scale 
layout 

 

Above & Middle:  Before and after finish work on the ON3 layout inside…     Right:  Between the trees on the garden layout. 



The New Deal – A Public Works Railroad Platform project.   
Sandyville, Iowa  
By:  Peter Paeth 
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Starting materials – I ended up using another tube of 
Concrete Patch and 2 more bags of rock all were 
available at WallMart. 

Bill Paeth lays down the first bead of cement on the 
center pole 

Here the first course of rock is laid down.  I waited at least 
24 hours between each layer of stone.  We used larger 
stones on the bottom and gradually used smaller ones.  I 
really had to sift through the bags using only the flatter 
ones, which is why I eventually had to purchase more.  We 
probably could have used regular pea gravel but I liked the 
look of the polished rock better.  Available  

Second course is laid down on all three poles.  The signs 
are name badges purchased from Des Moines Stamp… 
where my sister works.  

Below: Finished project 

This project started out by my interest in the WPA projects 
from the 30’s @ 40’s while the US was trying to employee out-
of-work people in various public works projects.  They built 
roads, bridges, and buildings throughout the US trying to pull 
the US out of the Depression , most of these projects are still 
standing today.  The projects I have seen have a distinctive 
look to them including rough-hewn concrete and “field stones”. 
 
To that end when I bought an Aristocraft Covered Waiting 
Platform from our friend “Kidman”.   I thought it would be nice 
to modify it so that it had the look of a WPA project.   
 
The inspiration for the station name came from my beautiful 
bride Sandra or Sandyville and yes, there is a real “Sandyville” 
Iowa, just down the road towards Indianola from P’ville.  
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Joe A. Godfroy (Our illustrious leaders son) has 

opened a “cozy lunch spot” in the East Village of Des 

Moines.  Chef Joeõs Place is located at 521 Des 

Moines St. and is open 5:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. Monday 
through Friday and 6 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday!  

According to the write up in Live Dining - Des Moines 

Register “Chef Joeõs Place” offers something for 

everyone. 
 

Dick Roemer is once again at home.  According to Joe 

he can no longer walk and has to contract with Frasier 
Transport if he needs to get around to places.  He still 

gets mail, email and phone calls! 
 

Sharon Seely is also home and now has a walking cast 

on.   She also wanted me to thank all of you who 
have given her cards and letters! 

What’s New – Member News 

A big thanks goes out to all of you helped Fred with his 

successful work day including:  President Joe  and 

First Lady Sheri , Vice - President Mike 

Kidman , Oleô, Librarian Ron  and Historian 

Janet , Doug Daggett , Sharon Seely,  Dan  

Hockey  and  Richard Burkman  came later after 

everyone left and helped do a couple of things 

that needed done and helped clean up. Also don't 

forget Ethel . Joe  said that one other member 

was there ñJoh nò from Adel. Thanks again to all! 
 

June Meeting in Des Moines 
Home of John “Ole” Olsen 
361 NW 58th Place  Phone: 306-9699 
 
 
 
 
 

Need something to do with all of your plastic wheels 

after you replace them with metal ones?  How about 
rusting them up & leaving them sit by the side of the 

track!  Maybe a turned over hopper car or two for good 
measure! 

 

 

John Olsen has finally gotten around to staying put in 

one place long enough to sponsor a meeting.   
 

Reminder! 
The June CIGRS Meeting is not on the third 

Sunday as it normally is.  It is on the fourth 

Sunday due to Fathers Day.  Mark your calendars 
and all you dads have a happy Fathers Day too! 

Workday On The BV & D Railroad 
By: Fred Loveridge 
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Railcar of the Month 

                                

 

 

Building of the Month 
 

     Rail Structure 
      of the Month 

 

This month’s rail structure belongs to club 
member Dick Tinder.  Dick says this bridge  

was a kit from Garden Texture.  They have 
a ton of large scale kits for buildings and 

bridges.  You get a nice box of precut  

pieces and good instructions.  He really  
enjoyed assembling the bridge kit. 

 
See the website at: 

 

     http://www.GARDENTEXTURE.com/ 

Vehicle of the Month 
 

 
 

Any vehicle looks great when it has a job to do on the 
layout.  Here’s a hard working ump truck working the 

gravel pits on Joe Godfroy’s layout crossing over the 
track on a makeshift bridge! 

As usual Gary 

Edlen’s layout 
had fantastic 

buildings, 
structures and 

custom railcars.  

but it was this old 
watertower that 

caught my eye 
amid a sea of 

flowers! 
 (and no it qualifies as 
a building because it 
has no spot for steam 

engines.) 

This custom made scratch-built 

logging car belonging to Gary 
Edlen is our June Railcar of the 

Month.  Gary how do you do it?  
Those logs look almost real!   

 

I also noticed a photograph on 
display inside the house that 

Gary’s grandfather worked in a 
real logging camp! Awesome 

model! 

http://www.gardentexture.com/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Financial Report 
By: Bill Joy 
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Anniversary  
Bill and Connie Joy 6-12 
Jay and Cheri Nugent 6-16 
Eric & Sandra Bickel 6-18 

Paul & Karla Gunzenhauser 6-21 
John & Pat Olsen 6-21 
Joe & Sheri Godfroy 7-1 
Loudean & Marilyn Kirkpatrick 7-2 
Dick & Susan Tinder 7-19 

Birthdays 
Betty Lamb 6-6 
Sandra Bickel 6-18 
Ione Edlen 6-20 
Sheri Godfroy 6-24 
Sandy Glick 6-28 
Marty Cozad 7-7 
Gerald Reese 7-11 
Eric Bickel 7-11 
Noah Paeth 7-13 
Donna Pritchard 7-16 
Janet Moser 7-18 
Loudean Kirkpatrick 7-23 
Paul Gunzenhauser 7-29 

A great turnout on a great day at Gary and Ione Edlen 
home in Sabula.  They are the best hosts, making 
everyone feel welcome.  The new layout looked fabulous 
with the new and improved track and buildings.  Even 
the flowers were in full bloom.  Thanks for a Saturday to 
remember.  
 

Our April CIGRS bank balance of $878.81 
increased by dues payments of $50.00, which included 
our newest member Juergen F. Holl from Fulton, 
Illinois, who paid dues for the next sixteen months.  
Besides being our first member from the great state of 
Illinois, Juergen brought a beautiful live steamer he 
purchased from the builder in Germany, Herr Regner; 
and told an interesting story of his uncleôs 1935 
Chevrolet, which was the last car imported to Germany 
before Adolph Hitler embargoed foreign cars into 
Germany.  His crafty uncle was able to save the car from 
being confiscated by the German army and the British 
army, and ended up selling it for more than he paid for it.  
Juergen‟s interest in the car started when he was about 
eight years old, and has continued to this date, with his 

purchase of a 1935 Chevrolet like his uncleôs, which is 
currently undergoing restoration.  Hopefully, Juergen 
will be able to travel to our monthly meetings from Fulton 
so that we can all have the chance to get to know him.  
Oh, on a lesser note, Gary Edlen credits Juergen with 
saving his life.   Now back to business.  With all bills paid 
our current bank balance for May is $928.81.    

       

Those with dues due in June are Larry 
Anderson, Gerald Reese, and Richard Roemer.    

 

We now have sixty members on our 
membership list, but of those, eleven have not renewed 
their dues for the current year.  Iôll be contacted those 
who havenôt renewed after six months to see if they wish 
to continue their membership.  For those who want to 
renew their dues, remember that if you canôt make a 
meeting, $15.00 yearly dues payments to CIGRS are 
always cheerfully received at 1420 Paul Street, Perry, IA 
50220.  Any question about your dues status, just write 
me or give me a call at (515) 465-4414. 

For Sale! 
 

Eric, 
I got your information from Bill Davis that mentioned that you belong to 

a 'G' gauge group. I have a few pieces that I am trying to sell and he 
said that you might be able to help. All the things in the list are like new, 

they haven't been on any track. Thanks for looking. 

 
LGB #3080 D&RGW Yellow Coach  $60.00 (Sold) 

LGB #3081 D&RGW Yellow Combine  $60.00 (Sold) 
LGB #4080-Y01 Transcontinental Oil Company Tank Car Silver  $40.00 

LGB #4080-Y02 Gramps Tank Car  $40.00 

LGB #4065 D&RGW Red Caboose  $60.00 
LGB #4073 D&RGW Gondola Black $40.00 

LGB #4073-C03 D&RGW Gondola Tuscon  $40.00 (Sold) 
Pola Built Water Tank $60.00 

Pola New In Box Silverton Station $140.00 
 

Please call if interested: 515-967-7392.  I live in Altoona 

 
Thanks again, 

 
Bryan Kanis 
 
Editor’s note: I can vouch for the stuff.  Although the boxes have some weathering the 
actual cars still have not yet even had grab rails installed, etc out of the boxes.  He’s also 
got a massive HO layout in progress in his basement! 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS & MEETINGS 
 

 The Central Iowa Garden Railway 
Society has regular monthly meetings at 
which we discuss one another's current 
projects, hobby news, and the latest 
products on the market. Programs are 
presented at some meetings, either by 
one of our members, or by someone 
brought in from outside the organization. 
The programs generally cover some 
element of the hobby, from the history of 
local and other Railroads, to rolling stock 
to trackwork, to locomotives, to miniature 
gardening.  
 The business end of the meetings 
is usually kept to a minimum and the 
organization is not just a menôs club for 
boys and their toys.  Wives participate 
and are a major part of the organization 
as the meetings are social events that 

About Our Organization… 

We have a new Website! 

See us at: 

www.trainweb.org/cigrs/ 

allow couples from across the state to 
get together and enjoy each otherôs 
company and make new friends. 
 The club encompasses all facets 
of this fascinating hobby, and includes 
electric operation, battery-powered and   
trains that actually run on live steam. 
Most of our members have, or hope to 
have, gauge G,  or gauge 1 railways in 
their gardens or back yards. 
 Meetings are generally held on the 
third Sunday of each month. Specific 
dates and times, as well as program 
topics, are announced in the CIGRS 
Telegraph. 
 Club members are encouraged to 
involve themselves in any of a variety of 
functions, including special model railway 
exhibitions that are staged in the area. 
 

CENTRAL IOWA GARDEN 

RAILWAY SOCIETY 
 

CONTACT 
INFORMATION 

 President                         

Joe Godfroy 
 sjgtrail@msn.com           

Phone: (515) 833-2270 
 

Treasurer                     
William Joy              

WmJoy@aol.com             

Phone: (515) 465-4414 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Peter Paeth 

cigrs@hotmail.com 

Phone: (515) 848-3345 
 

Club Librarian 
Ron Mash 

janm@netins.net 
Phone: (515) 677-2124 

 

Co-Historians 
Janet Moser 

janm@netins.net 
Phone: (515) 677-2124 

& 

Karla Gunzenhauser 
pkgunzy@grm.net 

Phone: (641) 443-2161 
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JJJuuunnneee   222000000888   
1:30 PM June 22nd 
John “Ole‟” Olsen  
Des Moines, IA 
Note: This is the 4

th
 Sunday date due 

to Father‟s Day 
 

JJJuuulllyyy   222000000888   
1:30 PM July 20th 
Ron Mash / Janet Moser 
Minburn, IA 
 

AAAuuuggguuusssttt   222000000888   
1:30 PM August 17th 
Larry & Julie Nelson  
Cedar Rapids, IA 
 

SSSeeepppttteeemmmbbbeeerrr   222000000888   
1:30 PM September 21st 
Peter & Sandra Paeth„s 
Pleasantville, IA 
 

SSSeeepppttteeemmmbbbeeerrr   222000000888   
September 26-28 
Marty Cozad Steam-Up 
Nebraska City, NE 
Banquet on Sat Evening, RSVP 

   Price To Be Announced 
MLS Photo Sat Afternoon at 2:30ish 
Friday Evening Dinner at Old CB &Q Depot.  
Dealers and door prizes for Banquet 
email Marty for directions. 
 

OOOccctttooobbbeeerrr   222000000888   
1:30 PM October 19th 
Karl & Nancy Swessinger‟s  
Marshalltown, IA 

 

NNNooovvveeemmmbbbeeerrr   222000000888   
1:30 PM November 16th 
West Des Moines Police Dept. 
West Des Moines, IA 

 
 

Railroad Trivia! 
 

The lever that is behind the whistle 
that connects the actuating piston to 
the lanyard that the engineer pulls 

on is called a Monkey Tail. 
 

Source: 
http://www.elvastower.com/forums/index.php?s

howforum=39 

 
Editors note: This is as fascinating website for those 

of you with nothing better to do! 
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