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San Marcial is 17 miles south of San Antonio, 30 miles 
south of Socorro and 102 miles south of Albuquerque at 
mile post 1004. It had a post office from 1869 to 1944.  
San Marcial was the site of a large Piro pueblo of Senecu. 
A mission established there by Franciscans was attacked 
by Apaches in 1675, causing much damage to the pueblo. 
The survivors fled to Socorro and then,  during the Pueblo 
revolt of 1680 to El Paso, where they established Senecu 
del Sur. 
 
In Spanish times, a customs house was located here. Close 
by on the Rio Grande was the site of the Battle of Valverde, a significant episode on the Civil War in New 
Mexico.  

In 1866 a flood devastated the little community 
which moved across to the western bank of the 
river and re-established the village on the old 
Pedro Armendariz land grant, taking the name 
San Marcial. 
 
In the 1880’s the village underwent a boom with 
the arrival of the railroad and soon another 
community sprang up near the railroad station 
to the west. This was called New San Marcial. 
When the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Rail-
road extended south to San Marcial in Novem-

ber, 1880 there were about 100 adobe dwellings. Wilson Waddingham, owner of the land grant property 
on which the townsite was located, controlled the San Marcial Land and Improvement Company and was 
eager to do business with the railroad. Rather than construct the division’s terminus  at San Marcial, the 
roundhouse, freight depot, repair shops, telegraph buildings, and a Harvey House restaurant were built 
about a mile north and served as a nucleus for a new town of San Marcial.  No sooner had the new town 
begun to grow than, in July of 1881, it was nearly wiped out by fire. Bouncing back rapidly, the communi-
ty thrived rapidly and soon boasted of a thousand residents, along with every describable business. Mr. 
Waddingham donated lots for a school and two churches, and Martin Immerman, a New Mexico busi-
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nessman, bought 4,000 acres of land, 250 acres of which he divided into 2,500 lots at the site of the new town. The riverfront and the 
principal streets were planted with cottonwood trees which, in due time, afforded grateful shade for beautiful walks and drives.  
New San Marcial was built from the ground up by railroad construction forces. The centerpiece of the railroad facilities was an eight 
stall roundhouse (later enlarged) with a  54 foot turntable. Wooden buildings were erected in the vicinity to house various workshops 
for locomotive and car repairs. To the north were the depot and the Harvey House buildings, all of frame construction.  Nearby were 
numerous dwellings built by the railroad for the accommodation of employees and their families. There were individual houses, board-
ing  houses and blocks of row houses.  All kinds of railroaders were housed and fed. Bunkhouses served the lowly section hands while 
the restaurant waitresses – the famous Harvey Girls, even in remote San Marcial – had their own well chaperoned dormitory.  The Su-
perintendent’s residence was perhaps the grandest place in town. 

                            
In 1883, a Fred Harvey restaurant was established and closed in 1929 due to a 
flood.  Across Railroad Avenue, the street bordering the railroad facilities, lay a 
completely platted town. First and Second Streets paralleled Railroad Avenue. 
Cross streets included Biggs, Aldrich, Wells, Strong, Manchester, Marvin, Zimmer-
man, San Marcial, Floyd, Teal Avenue and more beyond any possible need. A 
compact commercial district grew up to serve the needs of the railroaders. The 
railroad payroll brought quite a bit of hard money to the cash-starved New Mexi-
co economy. As many as 1,200 people lived in the town during its heyday.       
The superintendent’s office, depot and eating house at San Marcial burned down 
twice. The first time in March, 1883, rebuilt the same year in the same location. 

The second time was on June 2nd, 1902, then rebuilt north of where the original building stood 
 
But then on august 13, 1929 another disastrous flood devastated both villages – and this time they did not recover. Hundreds of people 
began to panic as water entered their homes and adobe walls began melting away. The men gathered to sandbag and reinforce the 
dikes, since San Marcial was directly on the flood plain. Women and children grabbed what belongings they could and fled for higher 

ground to the west. Padre Emil Barrat watched the Catholic church crumble and all of the 
furnishings, his vestments, and the chalice box were washed away down the river. Red 
Cross food and clothing were brought in, a large force of workmen was rushed in by spe-
cial train to aid in strengthening the levees, and the railroad supplied fresh water, but still 
the crest of the flood was to come. By the next morning the town was submerged up to 
the second floor of the buildings. Floodwaters of the Rio Grande submerged locomotives, 
cars and the first floors of many buildings as some 300 residents camped on the banks 
overlooking the disaster. Fortunately no one was killed. When the water receded, the 
towns were buried in silt several feet deep. Most of the people, seeing their homes a total 
loss, left. Later the area was flooded to create Lake San Marcial.  The Santa Fe simply built 

new tracks over the silt, and only a few crumbling walls remain.                                                                         

  
 

 

Engle is 17 miles east of Truth or Consequences on NM 51, and 11 miles east of Elephant Butte. Post Office: 1881-1956 railroad/ Cattle 
Railhead/Branch Line. 
  
Engle was a regional overland stagecoach stop between 1830 and 1881 and became a station stop on the AT&SF RR. 
 
 It probably was named for R.L. Engle, a railroad construction engineer. The name mistakenly was registered as Angle with the postal 
department and not corrected for six months. During the early 1880s Engle was known locally as Rogers Ranch, for Alex Rogers who 
opened a store here which supplied ranchers and miners in the northern portion of the Black Range Mountains and served as headquar-
ters for the Southwestern Stage Company that ran a tri-weekly, four-horse coach to the mines at Fairview (Winston, some fifty miles W, 
for a $7.50 fare). 
 
Although Engle reported a small population of forty persons in 1884, it claimed several business establishments; Armstrong Brothers’ 
General Store, the Humboldt Hotel and Humboldt Mining Co., with David Branson its president, a saloon, express agent, blacksmith, 
boardinghouse, and a cotton gin mill. Water was piped about 4 miles by steam pump from Del Muerto spring, providing Engle with an 
abundant supply. It became a thriving cattle town and shipping point for ore and supplies. 
 
 
Colonel David Branson, the financial mainstay of the community, was said to have fought in the last battle of the Civil War and to have 
given the final command to cease firing. The engagement took place on May 12 and 13, 1865.  

San Marcial Roundhouse 

Engle, NM 
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The early 1900’s brought an influx of cattle drives to Engle Station from as far east as Tularosa. Many herds such as the 
seventeen thousand head of the Bar Cross outfit brought in during the spring of 1917 gave Engle an economic boost. Trail 
drivers stopped for a while to blow their pay at the Hickcock Saloon, Thompson Saloon, and the Blue Goose Brothel. More 
than likely they raised a little hell, as was the case with Jesse Ake. Jesse and some of his companions were watching a slow 
moving work train traveling north out of Engle. Deciding to have a little fun with the workers whose heads were sticking 
out of the open gondola, Jesse whipped out his lariat and in a flash dropped the lasso around the neck of Ramon Aragon. 
Before anyone realized what was happening, Ramon was jerked head-first out of the open car and came crashing down 
into the cinders with a broken neck. Ake fled south toward the Organ Mountains, pursued by law officers from Hillsboro 
and Las Cruces; he was never captured. 
 
The construction of Elephant Butte Dam in 1915 bolstered Engle’s economy at least for a couple of years. A railroad spur 
was built west from Engle for 12 miles, to the eastern bank of the Rio Grande in McRae Canyon, and nearly all building ma-
terials and workers were shipped out of Engle. At that time Engle had a thriving 500 people. Jitney Jack Smith, Earl Love-
lady, Festus Heffernan, and several others began bus service to Hot Springs, present-day Truth or Consequences. Each 
competitor worked independently, trying to undercharge and drive out the others. Probably because he was the only me-
chanic, Heffernan finally won out, operating the only bus service in Engle. 
 
After completion of the Elephant Butte Dam in 1916 the town was reduced in size, in 1919 reporting 200 persons and in 
1926, 75. In 1930 a road leading east to Tularosa was graded. Engle residents hoped it would also be paved, improving 
their economic condition. The paving was never done. In the early 1940’s the area E of Engle was restricted by the United 
States government as the location for the first A-bomb test site, and closed to all travel in that direction. This final action 
shattered Engle’s last hope for survival.*** 

 
 
  

 

El Paso Corral of the Westerners will meet January 16, 2015 at Holiday Inn at Sunland Park, 6:30 - 9 

p.m. Program and dinner cost is $20.00, RSVP to 915  759-9538.  Program:  "Maude Sullivan, First Li-

brarian in Texas", by Kathy Pepper.  Open to the Public. 

 El Paso Genealogical Society will meet January 8, 2015 at All Saints Episcopal Church, 3500 McRae, 7-
8 p.m.  Program:  "Are You Related to a Buffalo Soldier?"  , by Wacinque AK Bemende.    Open to the 
Public.  Information: 915 584-2339 (Barbara McCarthy).   El Paso Genealogical Society helps individuals 
discover who they are related to.     
 
 Southwest Chapter of Railway & Locomotive Historical Society will meet Wednesday, January 14, 
2015 at Avila's Mexican Restaurant, 6232 N. Mesa, El Paso, Texas.  6:30- 8 p.m.  Program:  "Historic 
New Mexico Railroads and Mineral explorations", by Steve Heetland.  Open to the Public; information 
915 591-2326. 
  
Harvey Girls of El Paso will meet Monday, January 12, 2015 at the Union Station Depot, 700 San Fran-
cisco.  Program: Harvey Exhibit in Santa Fe, New Mexico. by Pres Dehrkoop.   Open to the Public; infor-
mation 915 591-2326 
 
From Patricia Kiddney 
915 591-2326 
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SP 3420 at El Paso minus her pilot and with a different tender on 
what appears to be the deadline.  Photo taken by W.O. Gibson, 
February, 1952. 


