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This wooden trestle in Donegal Township, PA (southwest of Chicora), on Buffalo & Pittsburgh’s Petrolia Branch, 
seen here in happier times, burned on Wednesday, May 10, 2006, isolating several customers from rail service, 
including the Sonneborn Inc. refinery in Petrolia. Read more inside on page 4. Photograph by Kyle Ori.
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Forest City Division RRE Officers and Directors How to join Forest City Division RRE 
President 
Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Directors 
 
Membership Chair 
Programs Chair 

Jerry Jordak  
Terry Chicwak 
Paul Magyar 
Tim Frey 
Tim Krogg, Jim Bobel, Dennis 
Nehrenz, and Ron Spiga 
John Swift 
Robert Todten 

Dues are $15 per membership year (September to August). For 
information, contact Membership Chair John Swift at 
johnswiftjr@hotmail.com  or send a check to John Swift 
at the address below. 

Meetings  
All monthly meetings are held at Parma Memorial Hall, 6617 
Ridge Road, Parma, OH. The hall is located just minutes of 
Interstate 480 off the Ridge Road exit at the intersection of 
Ridge Road and W. Ridgewood Dr., behind Parma City Hall. 

 
THE MAINLINE  staff 
Newsletter Editor Jerry Jordak 8928 N. Bedford Rd. Macedonia, OH 44056-1504 jer@smellycat.com 
CSX Columnist Bruce Gage 1569 6th Street, Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44221 dl109@sbcglobal.net 
NS Columnist Tim Frey 10700 Forestview Dr., Strongsville, OH 44136 tfrey@quixnet.net 
Amtrak Columnist  John Swift 1931 King James Pkwy. #330, Westlake, OH 44145 johnswiftjr@hotmail.com 
Shortline Columnist  Marty Surdyk 5850 Clearview Dr., Parma Heights, OH  44130  
Circulation Dennis Bydash Publication  open (Can you help?) 
 
THE MAINLINE is published six times yearly. Address changes should be sent to John Swift, Membership Chairman, at 
1931 King James Pkwy. #330, Westlake, OH 44145 or via e-mail at johnswiftjr@hotmail.com . 
 
Contributions to THE MAINLINE are welcomed and encouraged. Send your news items and articles to the appropriate 
columnist or the Editor at the addresses above. Photographs and slides can be e-mailed in digital format to the Editor or sent 
via U.S. Mail or hand delivery. Originals will be scanned and returned. Be sure to include caption information. 
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NS C39-8 8203, on the point of eastbound train 68W, 
passes construction work for the new Cleveland Line 
bridge over the Ohio Turnpike north of Hudson. Photo 
by Roger Durfee. 
 
New Turnpike bridge: NS has built a new bridge on the 
Cleveland Line over the Ohio Turnpike north of Hudson, 
Ohio. Nothing was wrong with the old bridge except that it 
had two center piers, which would not accommodate the 
Turnpike Authority’s plans to widen the highway to three 
lanes in each direction. A new bridge was built immediately 
to the west of the original bridge, with a single center pier. 
On May 1, track #1 was rerouted to use the new bridge, and 

track #2 was moved to the new bridge on May 8.  (Roger 
Durfee) 
 
Derailment: Early in the morning of May 9, NS train 72N 
derailed near Radebaugh, Pa, on the Pittsburgh Line. The 
two locomotives and 29 of the train’s 59 B&LE hopper cars 
derailed. The train was loaded with gypsum, used to make 
wallboard, plaster, and chalk. R.J. Corman and Hulcher were 
brought in to clear the derailment, but due to the derailment 
being on a narrow fill, getting heavy equipment to the 
derailment was a challenge. Some freight trains used the 
Conemaugh Line as a bypass, but Amtrak’s Pennsylvanian 
trains were annulled that day. One track was opened by 
11:00 PM that night, and both tracks were back in service 
the next day. Of the 29 derailed hoppers, 27 were wrecked 
beyond repair and will be cut up on site. 
 
The preliminary cause was determined to be improper 
wiring of the dynamic brakes on one of the locomotives 
during a rebuild. The wheels locked up with the first 
dynamic brake application, and the affected unit 'dropped 
anchor' at 40 MPH. The engine was towed from Radebaugh 
to Conway on dummy wheelsets because the flat spots on 
the original wheels were said to be longer than your forearm. 
This is what is believed to have derailed the engines on the 
head-end, first. The helper units then 'compacted' all those 
B&LE hoppers of gypsum that derailed behind the head-end 
power into a pile. The defective unit tagged with causing the 
mess was on its third trip since its rebuild. Its event recorder 
was being audited. After replacing the affected wheelsets, 
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plow pilot and some handrails, the units were given a clean 
bill of health and put back into service.  
 
This particular gypsum train is an ongoing gypsum move out 
of south-central Pennsylvania from the scrubbers at the coal-
fired power plant at New Florence, Pa.  The material is a 
byproduct of the powdered lime process used to 
desulphurize the steam boiler coal smoke emissions.  It 
comes up via NS via Conway to Youngstown, then up the 
Meadville Line to the B&LE interchange at Shenango. 
B&LE then takes it north to bulk mineral boats at the Port of 
Conneaut for transshipment to U.S. Gypsum plants in 
Ontario. (Internet reports, Nate Clark) 
 
Update on CP trains: Elaborating on what was reported in 
the last issue about the CP Rail trains on NS between Elkhart 
and Butler, note that a "T" ending does not necessarily 
equate to a CP train, nor do all CP trains end in "T", but it is 
true that nearly all of them have "T" suffixes. 
 
The most common CP trains and their NS symbols are: 
 
CP#147 = 29T autoracks w/b 
CP#152 = 22T intermodal e/b 
CP#153 = 23T intermodal w/b 
CP#241 = 25T intermodal, general freight w/b 
CP#242 = 32T general freight, autoracks e/b 
CP#243 = 33T general freight w/b 
CP#248 = 18T general freight e/b 
CP#722 = 20M autoracks w/b 
 
An operating pattern is setting up in which there is a fairly 
reliable morning eastbound parade out of Elkhart involving 
242, 152, and 248 -- not necessarily in that order. 
Westbounds are scattered through the day out of Windsor, 
complicated by uneven handling thru NS's Oakwood Yard in 
Detroit; sometimes they get right through, other times they 
sit for hours at Delray or Schaefer Road. The 20M trains are 
the least predictable -- they'll go for days without one, then 
run multiple sections. (David Patch) 
 
Sandusky Local: The Sandusky local, B21, is currently 
using a freshly painted GP-59 # 4630 in the white brow, 
horse, and Operation Lifesaver scheme. They work during 
the day out of Sandusky yard, usually west from there and 
back. They work the BFI landfill at Lecarne and the Gypsum 
plant at Port Clinton, among other places. (Al Mixter) 
 
Shorts: Coal trains 416/417 continue to be the trains to see 
for BNSF power. These head down the Cleveland Line 
through Bayard….NS SD40-2 3329, still in it's special 
“Maersk Sealand” paint scheme, was assigned to the 
Cleveland area in early May and was seen on locals out of 
Rockport Yard…. New SD70Ms continue to arrive on the 
property.  They are a fairly common sight on the old Conrail 
main along with the legions of Dash 9s…High nose SD40-2 
pairs continue to work the Bellevue-Fostroia #303 train, as 
well as the Fostoria to Lima local #L74. The best bet for 
decent light this time of year would be the L74 later in the 
afternoon.  The Lima District splits off the main in Arcadia 

and heads southwest to Lima, mostly in a straight line.  
Track speed is around 40 MPH, but slower in some spots. 
(Roger Durfee, Tim Frey) 
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A Caterpillar tie unloader works between gondolas on 
a work train at Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio. Photo by Roger 
Durfee. 
 
Coal train derailment: On the morning of Monday, May 8, 
2006, at about 1:30 AM, CSXT coal train U839 was derailed 
at Lambert interlocking (located on north side of Barberton, 
OH, where the double track goes to single track), caused by 
a RR tie placed in the frog—between the switch points—of 
the switch.  (There were lots of ties around, as there is a 
regional gang doing maintenance of way work in this area.) 
The units made it over the switch, but derailed, upright, and 
then 10-12 loads (coal) derailed: some sideways, some 
turned over. R. J. Corman arrived around sunrise to begin 
cleanup. The engines were in the clear as of 9:00 AM that 
morning, and all derailed cars were in the clear as of 12:50 
PM. However, while the derailment missed the signals at 
Lambert and the adjacent freeway bridge, it destroyed the 
signal bungalow, which took out all of the signals on the ex-
B&O main between Warwick and Arlington Street in Akron. 
CSXT initiated DCS operation using blocks, but due to 
having only two blocks (Arlington Street to Lambert and 
Lambert to Warwick), coupled with the inability to have 
trains following each other (as only one train could occupy a 
DCS block at a time), trains began stacking up on either side 
of Akron waiting to get through. As a result, CSXT rerouted 
trains around the area, including some eastbounds that 
detoured between Creston and Connellsville, PA, over the 
Wheeling & Lake Erie. About three trains per day for five 
days were routed over the W&LE. (Demo, HR50) 
 
Vandal caught: The yard foreman on the Y101 at Akron 
spotted a 'tagger' at work on a boxcar in Akron yard in broad 
daylight on April 11. The tagger tried to hide between two 
cars but the foreman snuck up on him and held him until the 
Akron police arrived. They hauled him away in handcuffs.  
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The train crew had to go to the station later and make 
statements.  The 24-year-old vandal was being held in 
custody and the foreman was been subpoenaed to appear at 
the trial. The foreman said he had a whole knapsack full of 
spray cans when he was apprehended. (HR50) 
 
Power notes: CSXT is currently in the process of derating a 
group of former Conrail SD50's to 3000 horsepower and 
reclassifying them as SD50-2's. The locomotives are also 
being renumbered into the CSXT 2475-2499 number series. 
The units will reportedly be assigned to maintenance of way 
service. Reports indicate that CSXT 8499, 8637-8643, 8645-
8659, and 8668-8676 are the fodder for this program. CSXT 
8653 was released as CSXT 2484, CSXT 8669 was released 
as CSXT 2492, and CSXT 8499 was released as CSXT 
2474, with more to follow. (CRTS) 
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Collision: An Allegheny Valley Railroad freight train 
bumped at slow speed into the back of Amtrak #30, the 
Capitol Limited, at the Pittsburgh passenger station on May 
25. Three people were treated for minor injuries, but nothing 
derailed. The AVR train, operating on trackage rights over 
the NS Pittsburgh Line, hit the rear express boxcar of the 
Amtrak train while it was making its station stop. (Internet 
reports) 
 
RTA: Greater Cleveland RTA has approved its first increase 
in 13 years. Base rail fares will increase a quarter to $1.75 
on July 1, with another increase to follow on January 7, 
2008. (Progressive Railroading) 
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FP9s sold: Ohio Central’s pair of “PRR” liveried FP9s, 
6307 and 6313, has been sold to Canadian Pacific. They 
were seen at the yard in Newark, Ohio, on May 21, 
renumbered to CP 4106 and CP 4107. On May 26, they were 
in the consist of CSX train Q311 on their way to 
Indianapolis, and were seen at Avon Yard on May 29. They 
are expected to be routed to Canada next. Also, OHCR 
GP40s 3253 and 3254 have been sold to GMTX and were 
routed to VMV in Paducah, KY. (Internet reports) 
 
OHPA: Business has dropped on the Ohio & Pennsylvania 
(the former Youngstown & Southern). Trackage into 
Pennsylvania has been embargoed due to a washout, and the 
last customer in Darlington has closed permanently. In 
addition, the trash traffic that was going to Signal now goes 
to Apex on the southern end of the Ohi-Rail, and the trash 
traffic into Negley is below what was initially projected. The 
former CQPA Geeps (nee FEC) are being scrapped at Center 
Street in Youngstown. The former CQPA GMD1s have been 
sold. (OHCR via Internet) 
 
NRHS Convention: This year’s NRHS convention will be 
held in New Philadelphia, Ohio, on July 17-23, and Ohio 

Central will be taking an active role by hosting several 
excursions. On July 18, there will be a round trip from 
Dennison to Gould Tunnel on the former Panhandle main. 
July 20 will have a Dennison to Newark round trip, and on 
July 22, OC and W&LE will host a Dennison-Brewster-
Bowerston-Dennison circle trip. Reportedly this will be the 
“last hurrah” for Ohio Central excursions, as the FP9s have 
already been sold, along with some of the passenger cars. 
This comes as Ohio Central focuses more on its core 
business: freight operations. (Internet reports, NRHS) 
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Thomas the Tank Engine steams its way along the 
Cuyahoga River north of Boston Mill, Ohio, on May 27, 
2006. The small steamer made its annual field trip from 
the Island of Sodor to visit the CVSR over Memorial 
Day weekend. Photo by Jerry Jordak. 
 
B&P bridge burns:  A wooden trestle on Buffalo & 
Pittsburgh’s Petrolia Branch near Chicora, PA, caught fire 
and burned on Wednesday, May 10, 2006. The fire severed 
the line, isolating several customers from rail service, 
including the refinery in Petrolia. Further investigation by 
authorities determined that the fire was caused by arson. 
Three chop-nosed Geeps (926-887-886) used by B&P on the 
Petrolia local were trapped north of the trestle site. 
 
Current plans are to replace the trestle with a large earthen 
fill over a set of culverts. The remains of the trestle were 
demolished on May 25, clearing the way the construction of 
the new fill. (Internet reports, Demo, WPXI TV) 
 
B&P NC Turn:  B&P’s Butler-New Castle job is still 
usually called for 11PM, turning at New Castle back to 
Butler, so is still possible to catch it in the early morning on 
its return run from New Castle, as it usually works close to 
12 hours. However, it also does get set back an hour or two, 
at least once a week. (Demo) 
 
CVSR: Thanks to Warner Brothers, Cuyahoga Valley 
Scenic is dropping their popular “Polar Express” trains. The 
film studio, which owns the rights to the book “The Polar 
Express” and made a popular children’s movie by the same 
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name, demanded a royalty fee from the CVSR to continue 
using the “Polar Express” name, even though CVSR had 
used the name for its trains long before Warner Brothers 
acquired the book’s rights. Fortunately for children around 
northeast Ohio, CVSR will operate its popular Christmas 
trains this November and December under the “North Pole 
Express” name. (Various) 
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Unlimited (retro) Power: This year, Union Pacific will be 
unveiling three more “heritage” locomotives to 
commemorate its predecessor railroads (and to keep their 
trademarks current). The Denver & Rio Grande Western 
locomotive will be introduced in mid-June in Denver, with 
the Chicago & North Western locomotive to follow in mid-
July in Chicago, and the Southern Pacific locomotive 
unveiled in mid-August in Roseville, CA. (UP) 
 
IAIS: Railroad Development Corp., parent company of the 
Iowa Interstate, has acquired a pair of Chinese class QJ 2-
10-2 locomotives, including No. 7081, which had the 
distinction of hauling the world’s last regularly scheduled 
mainline steam passenger train. The other is No. 6988. 
According to RDC Chairman Henry Posner III, the two 
locomotives were overhauled in China by the Jinzhou 701 
Works to meet U.S. Federal Railroad Administration 
standards. They were being shipped through the Chinese 
port of Dalian, and upon arrival in the U.S. will be shipped 
to the Iowa Interstate on special eight-axle flatcars. Once in 
Iowa, the pair will be fired up and operated once, to 
demonstrate that they are FRA compliant and operate 
properly. Posner says the locomotives will probably be 
tested in regular freight service on the Iowa Interstate. RDC 
has an option to buy three more QJs, as they are testing to 
see if a market for the Chinese steamers could be developed 
in the United States, for anything from tourist trains to 
regular freight service. (Trains Newswire) 
 
The Train Order: After a 21-year run, the Train Order, a 
printed newsletter for railfans in Ohio, Michigan, and 
Indiana, ended printed publication. Availability of reliable, 
verifying news, increased postage and printing costs, and 
timeliness (competing with the Internet) were cited by editor 
Richard Croy as reasons for the move. Fortunately, the Train 
Order will live on electronically at a new web site, 
trainorderpix.com, which will feature photographs and news 
from northern Ohio and the surrounding areas. 
 
INRD:  Canadian Pacific completed of the sale of its Latta 
Subdivision in southern Indiana to Indiana Rail Road on 
May 26. The Latta Sub stretches 92 miles from Fayette, 
north of Terre Haute, through Latta and Linton to Bedford, 
Ind. The sale includes trackage rights over CSX from 
Chicago to Terre Haute and from Bedford to Louisville, Ky. 
Indiana Rail Road took over all rail operations on the line 
starting Saturday, May 27. Indiana Rail Road is also 
obtaining SD60 locomotives from CPR subsidiary Soo Line 
in the deal. (TRAINS Newswire) 

Passenger Train Journal: This magazine, which ceased 
publication under previous owner Pentrx in 1996, magazine 
will be making a comeback late this year under the auspices 
of White River Productions, and are seeking photographs to 
use for publication. Anything goes, any period, as long as it 
moves passengers on fixed guideways. You can send slides, 
prints and/or scans. For slides and prints, they will scan and 
archive them promptly and return the originals to you. You 
can send your images to: 
 
Mike Schafer 
Editor/the "new" PASSENGER TRAIN JOURNAL 
White River Productions 
East Switch Office 
P.O. Box 129 
Lee, IL 60530 
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Friday, June 9, 2006: Monthly meeting at Parma Memorial 
Hall. Business meeting starts at 8:15 PM, followed by a slide 
presentation by Mark Demaline called “Selected Shorts, Part 
2”, a follow-up to Ron Spiga's May Show: "See Chessie, 
Seaboard & Seawater."  
 
Friday, July 14, 2006: Monthly meeting at Parma Memorial 
Hall. Business meeting starts at 8:15 PM, followed by a very 
special members’ slide night! The theme of this slide night is 
“Freight Cars.” Bring a box of 24 freight car slides from any 
era. Be creative and bring some unique or unusual slides to 
show. If time permits, members can show an additional box 
of slides. 
 
Saturday, August 19, 2006: Annual FCD picnic at the 
former NYC depot in Amherst, Ohio. This is the same 
location where the picnic has been held for the last several 
years. More details to follow in the August issue of The 
Mainline. 
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Electronic newsletter: As a reminder, The Mainline is also 
available in an electronic version that will be emailed to you 
in PDF format immediately upon each issue’s completion. 
To receive the electronic version instead of the printed 
version, email the Editor at jer@smellycat.com and ask for 
the electronic version of The Mainline. 
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By Michigan Correspondent William T. Clynes 

 
Lake Central Railroad.  Lake Central is the organization 
that has offered scenic train excursions over the Tuscola and 
Saginaw Bay in Michigan and the Indiana Northeastern in 
southern Michigan and Indiana.  It appears this year they are 
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concentrating their efforts on trips over the Indiana 
Northeastern with most trips originating in Angola IN and 
traveling to Hamilton IN.  Beginning May 27, they will run 
most weekends through late October.  Additional 
information can be obtained by accessing their website at 
www.lakecentralrailtours.com. 
  
Tuscola and Saginaw Bay (TSBY).  Plans have been 
announced for a dinner train to operate over TSBY track 
from the Howell MI depot.  The operation will be run by the 
owners of Mountain Town Ltd. Dinner Train, an existing 
dinner train operation at Mt. Pleasant MI which has run 
dinner trains for the past several years out of Mt. Pleasant.  
Seven dates, beginning June 10, have been announced for 
the start-up service that will run north from Howell to 
Byron.  Power and the operating crew will presumably be 
provided by TSBY. 
  
A change in ownership of the TSBY occurred last month.  
The company is now owned by Federated Railways, a 
financial company that specializes in new and used 
passenger rail equipment.  TSBY is their first operating 
railroad.  Federated has offices in Georgia and Michigan, 
with the Michigan office located in Farmington Hills.  Other 
than announcing the name of the railroad will not change, 
there have been no visible changes in operations on the 
TSBY. 
   
Steam Railroading Institute.  Although PM 2-8-4 #1225 
will not be operating this summer due to scheduled 
maintenance requirements, the SRI will be open seven days 
a week beginning Memorial Day weekend.  On Saturdays 
and Sundays, the SRI will be offering 45-minute rides at 11 
a.m., 1 p.m., and 3 p.m.  A ride is included in your 
admission ticket to the site.  Power for the ride will be Flagg 
Coal Co. 0-4-0T #75.  This beautifully restored tank engine 
will venture out on the TSBY line toward Chesaning for the 
short rides.  If anyone is going to be in the Durand area for 
train watching activities, do consider a short drive to 
Owosso and a visit to the SRI.  It is located at 405 South 
Washington Street. For further information as to 2006 
activities, call SRI at (989) 725-9464, or access them on the 
web at www.mstrp.com/events.html.  
  
Leelanau Scenic.  Leelanau Scenic SW9 #4, ex CO5258 
departed Traverse City on May 7 reportedly waybilled to 
Marquette Rail in Manistee.  TSBY planned to take the 
locomotive south and interchange it with CSX who would 
take it to Grand Rapids where it would be handed off to 
MQT.  The unit has been sold to Great Lakes Locomotive, a 
company that provides industrial switching services at 
several Michigan locations.  Repairs will be made at 
Manistee, and then the locomotive will be deployed to one 
of GLLX's sites.  This locomotive has sat for years in 
Traverse City near the old CO enginehouse along with other 
equipment.  The City of Traverse City initiated 
condemnation proceedings to have the equipment removed.  
No. 4 is the last piece to go and the final remnant of the 
short-lived Leelanau Scenic that offered scenic train rides in 
the Leelanau peninsula northwest of Traverse City.  The 

railroad eventually became landlocked, ceased operating, 
and their two locomotives were trucked down to Traverse 
City where they have remained for years.  The second 
Leelanau Scenic locomotive, NW2 #3, ex CO5298, nee 
MNE #3 was moved out a couple of years ago and placed on 
exhibit in Kaleva MI at the depot where the MNE crossed 
the Pere Marquette. 
  
Bluewater Michigan Chapter, NRHS and Steam 
Railroading Institute .  Both organizations have announced 
a Grayling Fall Color Tour on Saturday and Sunday Oct. 7 
and 8.  The trip will operate from Kawkawlin (north of Bay 
City) to Grayling, with an optional side trip to Gaylord.  This 
same trip operated last year behind PM 1225, but because 
the locomotive is down for maintenance this year, these trips 
will operate behind "historic Lake State Railway Alco 
diesels."  Additional information may be obtained at (248) 
541-1000, or www.BluewaterNRHS.com.  
  
Charlotte Southern.  A stop in Charlotte on May 17 found 
CSR 44-tonner #3 parked on the siding with its dinner train 
cars.  As previously reported, #3 is the last documented GE 
44-tonner built.  It was originally Dansville and Mount 
Morris #1, and then sold to Bay Colony as #411 before 
coming to the Charlotte Southern. 
  
Marquette Rail (MQT) .  In mid April all the leased GP50's 
that MQT had at start up were returned to leaser NREX.  
They have now received two SD40-2's from Ohio Central 
and are numbered OHCR 4223 and 9934.  These units had 
previously been on lease to Iowa Interstate.  Also on hand 
are GP38 leasers from GMTX numbered 2635, 2648, 2652, 
and 2653.  The following operating schedule was in effect in 
March: 
  

0800 Manistee local working local industry, does work 
formerly done by CSX D711 and D712. 

1000 Ludington local for Ludington Yard, DOW 
Chemical and other industry.  This is equivalent to 
former CSX Y120. 

1000 Baldwin local working to Ludington and Manistee 
as required.  Corresponds to former CSX D771. 

2200 Baldwin-Grand Rapids turn, known as Z151 when 
on CSX rail.  Works industries enroute.  
Corresponds to former CSX D704.  Usually runs 
into CSX Wyoming Yard, but can also interchange 
at Fuller. 

  
Riverview-Trenton RR.  We have reported on this several 
times in the past, but at this point plans to develop the 
former McLouth Steel complex, down-river from Detroit, as 
an intermodal facility are still dormant. To reopen a rail 
connection to the site, a north connection across Jefferson 
Avenue is needed.  This appears to be the latest stumbling 
block. Considerable opposition from local residents and 
communities in the area continue to surface. 
  
West Michigan RR.  A brief stop in Hartford MI on May 17 
found West Michigan NW-2 #100 parked in its usual spot 
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behind Hanson Cold Storage.  A couple of refrigerator cars 
were spotted at the loading dock with shiny wheels, an 
indication that some shipments are being made.  It does not 
appear the railroad is running much traffic east of Hartford 
to Paw Paw. 
 
Ann Arbor.   Another vestige of the old Ann Arbor will 
soon disappear; the three large asphalt tanks that were at the 
mouth of Betsie Bay in Elberta.  These were often the first 
thing one would see upon visiting the AA yard and car ferry 
slips at Elberta, across the bay from Frankfort.  A 
Brownfield Redevelopment Grant will provide money to 
remove the storage containers and facilitate the construction 
of a marina and condos on the site of the Ann Arbor's rail 
yard and carferry docks.  When the development is 
complete, about all that will be left is a section of the 
roundhouse, a small testimony to the thriving railroad that 
once occupied the area. 
 
Lake State Railway (LSRC).  Due to the fact that Georgia-
Pacific has closed its particleboard plant in Gaylord, LSRC 
has discontinued road freights 303-304 that used to run from 
Bay City to Grayling.  In their place, the Grayling road 
switcher now comes down to Pinconning on M-W-F, drops 
its Bay City cars there, picks up the northbound loads and 
returns to Grayling.  Cars are forwarded back and forth to 
Pinconning by the Bay City yard job, #301.  On occasion, 
the Alpena-Bay City train, #326, will run to Pinconning to 
pick up the southbound loads.  On Tuesday and Thursday, 
the Grayling road switcher goes to Gaylord and return. 
  
LSRC has received another GP35 from Western Rail.  It is 
numbered 371 and arrived in late April in a dark blue dip 
scheme.  It is reportedly ex IHRC #371, nee DTI 371.  It has 
made a trip to Alpena and reportedly will get some white 
stripes, thus blending in with the current LSRC color 
scheme.  This GP35, along with the two received when sister 
road, Saginaw Bay Southern started up in October, were 
purchased for use on the SBS lines out of Saginaw, but seem 
to be roaming freely up north on the LSRC.  With the LSRC 
shop still in Alpena it could be expected that the entire fleet 
will get integrated over the traditional LSRC lines as well as 
the new Saginaw Bay Southern operations out of Saginaw. 
  
New Buffalo, Michigan.  A new Amtrak station, platform, 
and limited parking area are being constructed in New 
Buffalo.  Currently, the station is located on the CSX line 
and Amtrak trains 370 and 371, the Pere Marquette's, stop in 
New Buffalo.  The new station, on the north end of town, 
will be on the former NYC line used by trains going to 
Niles, Kalamazoo and points east.  When the move is 
completed, trains 354,355, 364,and 365 will provide the 
New Buffalo service, thus doubling the number of arrivals 
and departures available to New Buffalo residents. 
  
Lapeer, Michigan.  Renovations are continuing on the 
Lapeer station.  A new roof was completed in February.  
Additional repairs will be made with a grant from the 
Michigan DOT and City of Lapeer.  Work is expected to be 
completed in June, at which time the city will file for an 

historic designation of the building.  Amtrak trains 364 and 
365 stop daily at Lapeer.   
 
 Thanks this month to Mike Fogelsinger, Ken Borg, Dave 
Harrell, and Ted Swift.  Comments and verified information 
are always welcome at wtclynes@hotmail.com. 
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By Mark Demaline 

On a recent trip to Buffalo, I saw the ex-Bethlehem Steel 
Lackawanna mill property as well as some of the South 
Buffalo Railway, now operated by Genesee & Wyoming. I 
had not been along Route 5 and over there since the ex-
Lackawanna Works was leveled, and all I can say is:  HOLY 
COW!  
 
The last time this writer was over that way was with Denny 
Nehrenz, Terry Chicwak, and one or two others, when we 
photographed a few Conrail and NS/CP 083/084 trains, plus 
an all-Geep lashup on the Buffalo & Pittsburgh, at the then 
new overpass SW of the old Tift St bridge, and even back 
then, much of the mill was still standing, although not all of 
it was in operation. I can't believe the miles of mill buildings 
are mostly torn down. It is incredible.  A few of the mill 
buildings have been rehabbed and those areas are being used 
for other purposes, and the coke batteries and benzol plant 
are being torn down/remediated by a couple of companies 
who specialize in that kind of work.   
 
Of interest, B&P runs the SB now, and has put the ex-
Bethlehem Steel rotary car dumper back in service. Also a 
private company is doing some bulk transloading at the huge 
slip (it used to hold up to 6 ore and/or limestone Lake boats 
at a time), which is also rail-served by the SB. Other than 
that, this entire area has really changed. And on the east side 
of Route 5, the big Ford Stamping plant is still going strong, 
as is Republic's bar mill and a few other specialty-type steel 
companies who are in ex-Beth Steel buildings (but 
modernized).  
 
Also, B&P is doing a growing business in bringing in CN 
bulkhead lumber flats for transloading to truck (so that the 
CN can get better turns on their lumber cars), as well as the 
loading of scrap by a couple of companies.  All of this is 
going on at the old SB Lackawanna Works Yard west of 
Route 5. B&P has rebuilt a lot of the ex-SB Yard tracks 
within the old mill site, to stage hopper trains, lumber cars, 
gondolas, etc.  
 
As added info, the ex-Lake Erie cruise ship "Aquarama" is 
still sitting at the old grain dock just north of the mill site. 
And last but not least, there is over 1000 acres now cleared 
and (some of it) available for industrial development, so you 
can see how big the Lackawanna mill was and how much 
land is now freed up. 
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CSXT train Q358 eases its way through the connection from the ex-B&O to the W&LE main at Creston, Ohio, on May 10, 
2006. Due to the coal train derailment at Lambert interlocking in Akron and the subsequent damage to the signal system 
between Arlington Street and Warwick, capacity on the ex-B&O mainline was constrained after the wreck cleanup, so the 
Wheeling & Lake Erie hosted several CSX eastbound detour trains between Creston and Connellsville, PA, in the days 
following the derailment. Photo by Mark Demaline. 
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