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NOTICE:   “The EAST COAST CHAMPION” WILL GO ON VACATION FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER.

 PRESIDENT’S MEMO TO STOCKHOLDERS

Dear fellow members of the Florida East Coast Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society & others........

To all members NRHS, and EL listers - I was hired on the ERIE (Mahoning Div'n) in 1959, & transferred to the Scranton Div'n after the merger (1961).  You've got to remember that at this time steam engines hadn't been gone too long and the engineers were mostly steam men and the tool kit provided for the early diesels (some of which, like the Alcos & Baldwins resembled their ancient cousins) was as follows - 1 LARGE wrench, 14 inches or so; a large cold chisel; and a 5 pound sledge hammer with a cutting edge on one side opposite the hammer side. These were the tools of choice for a steam engine where you might be required to loosen the nut holding the valve motion with the hammer & cold chisel or perhaps to take off a leaking air hose with the wrench (I've done this).

I had been called off the extra list to cover the fireman's position on the Stroudsburg (east) local.  The locomotive was a Baldwin 1140 class (1500 hp & 4-wheel truck) road switcher.  The engineer was in his late 60s & obviously had served on the old DL&W steam engines.  We left the roundhouse, ran out to Bridge 60 tower & were let down thru Scranton yard to the east end where we coupled onto about 11 or so cars & caboose.  The headman got on & after the air test, we headed up the hill to peddle cars here & there.....Moscow, Tobyhanna and on to Stroudsburg where we arrived near 11am.  We crossed over to the westbound main track & worked a few industries & the small yard across from the station & the tower let us out to go toward Analomink where there was (I believe) a lumberyard.  Back again to the small yard at East Stroudsburg where we waited for The Phoebe Snow to go west with the understanding that we'd follow her up the hill. #1 left, the dwarf signal lit up and we came out to head to Scranton.
All went well with the old Baldwin chugging away until around Henryville and the Baldwin came to a stop as though it were tired.  The oldhead engineer set the brakes, whistled out the flag and tried to prod the engine into motion. It responded to the throttle (IE the diesel revved up) but wouldn't move an inch. I had opened the electrical cabinet and saw that all the fuses looked OK, knife switches were closed, etc. I hadn't heard a traction motor cable blow, but I got out & looked & sniffed underneath . While I did this, the elderly engineer got the 'toolkit' & proceeded to deal with the Baldwin diesel like it was one of the 2-8-2s or 1600 class 4-8-4s. He opened the 
electrical cabinet and dealt the reverser a few hard whacks with the sledgehammer driving it to one side where it would be in forward. He sat down & opened the throttle ---NOTHING. With a few well-chosen words he got up again, opened the electrical cabinet & dealt the reverser & other components some firm blows. Still no response. Finally the dispatcher was notified that we were stuck. I was near the phone box & heard some of the most vivid cursing since I'd been discharged from the USAF 3 years before. WE WERE DELAYING PASSENGER TRAINS!!!! This was an era when passenger trains were IMPORTANT!!
Several trains were detoured around us on the eastbound track and after several hours a GP & arrived and towed us to Scranton.  I never heard another word about it, but I'm sure the roundhouse people had a talk with the dispatcher as well as the engineer......especially when they looked in the high voltage cabinet and saw the damage.  I still have a sledgehammer with 
ELRR stamped on the handle & a big wrench too.  They ARE useful, but I don't try & do electronics repair with them.

Regards to all,

Walter E. Smith - President F.E.C. Chapter/NRHS

MINUTES OF THE JULY 2005 MEETING 

Chapter President Water Smith called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM on July 11, 2005.  Mark Roth, a guest of Walt Smith, and George Cole, a friend of Bob Selle, were present.  John Caselli who attended last meeting as a guest was also present and has become a chapter member.

Treasurer’s Report –Bob Selle gave the Treasurer’s report. Don Pierson moved to accept the report. Chuck Beckner seconded the motion. The motion passed by show of hands.

Approval of Minutes –The Secretary called for additions, corrections or comments to the June minutes as published in the “Champion”.  None were offered.  Jerry Sheehan moved to approve the minutes.  Chuck Beckner again seconded the motion. The motion passed.

Old Business
· Jerry Sheehan reported that he talked to the Florida Historical Society, Debra Wynn, regarding giving them custody of our chapter’s historical files and other memorabilia.  Jerry Sheehan reported that Ms Wynn offered two options for our material.  The first option was that if we wished to retain ownership, they would simply store the material for us.  Alternately, if we donated our materials to them, they would identify, catalog and preserve the materials.  Jerry expressed his opinion that he didn’t like the idea of donating our collection to them and loosing ownership and therefore control.  He noted that he was willing to retain the collection until he was no longer historian.  He indicated that in their defense one should understand that if they invest their resources in cataloging and preserving materials that it is not unreasonable for the historical society to have ownership.

Walt Smith expressed his regrets that Jerry hadn’t talked to Doctor Wynn.  Walt said that he believed the historical society would be expanding and already had a collection of railroad material. Walt again mentioned the old movies that have been donated to him that he is concerned about their condition.  He said that he understands that the historical society can’t be Brevard’s attic but suggested that if anyone had materials of real historical value that they consider donating them to the historical society library.

· Walt Smith read for the record the email that he sent the Roses.  The email follows.

From:
Walter Smith <wsmtth5957@hotmall.com>

Sent:
Wednesday, June 15, 2005 9:38 PM

To the Rose family                                                                                     6/14/105

Dear Fred & Kay,

At the meeting of the FEC chapter, NRHS, yesterday, I brought up the matters you expressed concern over & will address them in the order they were discussed at the meeting.

1. In the matter of the club not giving the train show publicity in the newsletter.  I was advised that Fred is on the mailing list for the newsletter & that we have in the past advertised & posted a notification to the effect that “Fred Roses’ train show will be on (whatever date)”.  We may have missed the most recent show, but I distinctly remember seeing notifications in past newsletters. Our past editor disappeared & we haven’t been able to contact him. Our secretary, Harlan Hannah, has agreed to act as editor until we can get a new editor. Harlan has told me he’d be glad to have the train show in the newsletter if someone will contact him a few weeks in advance. For your convenience, his phone number is 636-7986.

2. In the matter of the chapter members showing up for the free table at the train shows & bringing 4 or 5 people instead of the 2 permitted with the table the last time the chapter had a table at the show was at Christmas. There were 2 members at the table – Chuck Billings & Mr. Sheehan, which I think is the agreed upon number. As far as showing up with little or no notice, I realize that if there’s no room for a table, there’s no room.  I found this out last year when I was late calling for a (paid) table.

3. At the last train show, several members were there & all had the stamp showing that they had paid admittance.

Finally, I’d like to say that all the officers in the chapter are unpaid volunteers & I personally think they do a great job for no pay. We do all this because we like trains & modeling them.

Regards,

Walter E. Smith

President! F.E.C. Chapter, NRHS

Cc:fi]e

· New Business

None

Reports & Announcements:

· Watauga Valley Chapter NRHS is sponsoring a motor coach tour.  Their newsletter circulated among those present.

· Trains Unlimited “Spring Newsletter Received and circulated among those present.

· President Smith passed around a flyer soliciting donations.  The flyer was from an organization in Great Britain that is restoring a WW I, 2-foot gauge, trench locomotive.  Baldwin built over 400 of these locomotives.  This particular locomotive was used in India on a sugar plantation after the war then returned to Great Britain.

· Bob Selle was looking at the Florida DMV auto tag web site and found that Flagler college has a specialty auto tag.  The tags are red and yellow – the same as the early FEC diesel paint scheme.

· The secretary circulated two new books for the membership to examine.  The books were The Great Northern Railway, by R.W Hidy, Muriel E Hidy, Roy V. Scott and Don L. Hofsommer and The Tootin’ Louis a History of the Minneapolis & St. Louis Railway also by Don L. Hofsommer.  Both were published by University of Minnesota Press and are on sale through August 16 through their web site.

RAILS ON THE WEB

For this month try www.steamfreightcars.com . Lots of info on both prototype and modeling of steam era freight cars,

THE ELECTRIC NOTEPAD BY DAVE KLEIN

Since my last missive in the May issue of the Bulletin, I’ve been back to the Big Apple twice, took in the East Penn Trolley Meet and visited Disney World twice.  I’m doing more since I retired six years ago (I took an early retirement buyout), that for me to relax, I’ll have to go back to work!  I once thought that the perfect age to retire would be 39 or so.  Obviously, my company didn’t share my vision and kept me on the payroll for another twenty years.  (I actually lasted longer than the company: it was bought by a larger firm which, in turn, was bought by an even larger company.)

But back to my trips: the first trip to New York City enabled me to rent a car for the Saturday of the East Penn Trolley Meet just outside of Philadelphia.  Lot’s of exhibits, dealers and modular layouts.  I was one of a half-dozen members of The Electric Railway Clubs of Florida that was able to attend.  As usual, I came across lots of friends that share this fascination with electric railways, particularly streetcars.  And as usual, my wallet was lighter at the end of the day: funny though, I didn’t spend as much as I could have.  Either I must already have more than I need or I have to start a few more projects.  (I’m just about finished with a new power supply for some 1/2-inch scale trolley stuff that I’ve been entrusted with, after which I have a trolley model to repair.  Then on to some HO and 0-gauge model kits.  This is in addition to my repair work at the Space Coast Model Railroad Club.  Maybe I should go back to work to get some time off.)

The second trip to NY was a pure family trip as it coincided with my brother’s birthday (I did get to a hobby shop while he was at work, but don’t tell him.) After I returned to Florida, I spent two days at Disney World with a friend and her two young daughters.  Did you ever ride every ride in both Fantasyland and EPCOT? Yes, the rides included the Trip to Mars and Test Track! Groan.

I see from the papers that a commuter rail plan for Orange County is alive again.  I guess $44 million might be enough to operate some of those Colorado RailCar units through Orlando and Winter Park for a while.  To be more viable, more stops should be added between those used by AMTRAK; a paved area adjacent to major street crossings would be a start, but that might anger motorists at the crossing gates. Perhaps the rails run alongside a shopping center’s parking lot (such as the local Byrd Plaza).  The news mentioned that the commuter rail operators want to control the CSX tracks through Orlando between 5 AM and 11 PM and divert freight operations around the city between those times.  I see the same problem that faces the Newark (NJ) Subway that was recently extended by using existing freight trackage.  Freight operations there are rare, about once a week and are at night, but the powers-that-be say that no service whatsoever is to be run after 11 PM any day. The locals are fighting this, as it prevents the public from attending any event that lets out late from getting home.  San Diego’s light rail system also uses active freight trackage on their line to the Mexican border but they worked it out with the railroad. If San Diego’s system can operate without interfering with late night freight trains, perhaps Orlando could.

From the Electric Railway Clubs of Florida’s newsletter, The Live Overhead, there’s a picture of a GOMACO-built open car on the Ybor City TECO line.  The open car was a borrowed demonstrator from Denver’s Platte Valley Trolley until a ninth GOMACO Birney is delivered to Tampa.  However, operation of the open car in Ybor City was reportedly stopped until GOMACO replaces a number of items that were found to have asbestos in them.  I have not seen this car so I can’t comment on what the parts might have been; GOMACO built this car in the mid 1980’s, so it probably has the equipment from one of those Melbourne, Australia, trams.  All of GOMACO’s recent Birney replicas use equipment from Milan, Italy, Peter Witts. GOMACO is also supplying more Birneys to Little Rock, AR, so they can extend their line to the Clinton Library; the photos of these cars show them to be similar to the TECO units but appear to have folding steps at the doors.  According to these reports, the going rate for a GOMACO Birney is $808 thousand and we have that OSCAR open car rusting away in a warehouse.  What a waste.

The Scot’s Magazine for April, 2005, had an article on Tram #1017 running “on Scotland’s only preserved tram line”.  The car line is in Summerlee, near Glasgow and runs on about a 1/2 mile of track.  The restored car uses Portuguese trucks and equipment (probably from Oporto).  Great Britain does have a number of “preserved railways” for tourists, almost all steam-powered, plus a few museums that have static displays.  A “preserved railway” is a line that uses the original right-of-way of an abandoned line compared to a line that was built in a park.  Examples of each would be the Virginia & Truckee in Nevada and the Walt Disney World Railroad. Both have similar equipment, but the V&T replaced the rails and restored the rolling stock to run over a portion of the original roadbed.

The latest ads from Die-Cast Direct shows a new color scheme for Corgi’s PCC models: Pittsburgh Rwys “Standard Oil” colors.  Also shown are new, two axle, Birney cars!  The 0-gauge Birney models are lettered for the Steinway Lines (New York City) and Philadelphia’s PRT.  The unpowered Birney models are about $40. Supposedly there will be powered versions for 3-rail AC (Lionel track) around the end of the year.  Speaking about the end of the year, I noted that the new Hallmark Christmas items were out before the Back-To-School stuff!  This year, Hallmark has their N-gauge ornaments lettered for the Pennsy fans: a 0-6-0 steam switcher ($19), the tender ($13), a boxcar ($13) and caboose ($13).  The Z-scale item for this year is the Hiawatha loco and tender for $13.  Also noted was a motorized globe ornament that has a trolley running in a circle for $44.  No sign of 2006 Railroad calendars as yet.

Do you know why a motorman can replace the trolley pole back onto the overhead wire without getting a shock?  Because he’s a non-conductor!  That’s more than enough for this time!

STACK TALK

Neil Moran’s “Stack Talk” column goes on vacation for the month July and August.  To be continued this fall.

NEWS AND INFO

‘I

Contributed by Chuck Billings

CHOO-CHOO: Train Conductors Wanted, By Erica Franklin, Winston-Salem Journal, July 1 2005

GREENSBORO

About 120 men and women from throughout the Triad showed up yesterday at the Em​bassy Suites hotel on Centreport Drive to apply for train-conduc​tor positions for Norfolk South​ern Corp.

Susan Terpay, the director of public relations for Norfolk Southern, said that there has been a sharp increase in jobs in the railroad field. “There are 31 positions open in Greensboro,” Terpay said. “There has been a higher num​ber of retirements in the previ​ous years since the railroad re​tirement age dropped to 60 in 2002.”

Terpay said that the early re​tirements have caused the growing number of job open​ings. Conductors can earn starting pay of $40,000 a year, she said.

Debbie Chrislip, the employ​ment coordinator, said that ap​plicants do not have to have ex​perience, just a valid driver’s li​cense.

According to the company, the people hired will oper​ate track switches and a couple of train cars. Conduc​tors will also have to travel a lot and work in freight-train yards. “Conductors oversee trips, keep a list of the train cars and know what materials are in each car,” Terpay said.  

Employment officer David Kaelin told prospective conduc​tors about the job’s physical labor.  Kaelin said that all workers must be able to lift 80 pounds, the weight of the knuckles that connect rail cars. Employees also must be able to walk on un​even ground for more than two miles.  He also told the prospective employees that those hired must have an open schedule.  “You are on-call 24-7, all year,” Kaelin said. “People can work up to 12 hours in a day.”  Norfolk Southern does not offer days off on holidays or during bad weather.  Conductors will have to travel to Danville, Durham, Raleigh and Lynchburg, VA.

Bryan Richburg, 36, of Greensboro said that he came to the session because he was searching for a new job.  Richburg currently works at Ace/Avant Concrete Construc​tion Co., and said that the con​ductor job was not what he was looking for.  I would rather work around the train and do maintenance,” he said.  After hearing about the job requirements, Richburg left the session.

Norfolk Southern was creat​ed in 1982 and operates 21,500 miles of railroad in 22 Eastern states.

A Short History of the Plant System

After the Civil War, Connecticut-born entrepreneur Henry B. Plant bought several railroads across southern Georgia and northern Florida which, when later combined with his already flourishing Southern Express Company, Plant Steamship Line, and Plant System of West Coast Hotels, formed “The Plant System of Railway, Steamer and Steamship Lines”. 

His key property was the Savannah, Florida & Western Railway, which he organized on December 9, 1879, after purchasing the Atlantic & Gulf Railway at a foreclosure sale the previous month. The Charleston and Savannah Railroad and The South Georgia and Florida Railroad, a 24-mile line between Thomasville and Pelham, were also acquired at that time. Plant served as president of the system from 1880 until his death in 1899.

A definite challenge was standardizing the track, stations and equipment. Plant made his rail gauge uniform throughout so that the switching of trucks at the end of each line was no longer necessary, ensuring less cumbersome travel and less cost for the system. The Plant System ultimately provided service from Charleston, SC, through Georgia, Florida and Alabama. Connections were also provided to New York and the entire northeast.

Poor’s 1882 Manual reports that the SF&W “recently completed the Waycross and Florida Railroad, from Waycross on its own line to the Florida State line, and the East Florida Railroad from the Georgia line to Jacksonville, Florida (71 miles in all), the roads of which are owned by the Plant System and operated as the Jacksonville Branch of the SF and W RR.”

Plant established the Plant Investment Company in 1882 to manage his holdings, and also to facilitate the acquisition of other railroads. One of these was the Brunswick & Western, which was added to the Savannah, Florida & Western in 1888. The two were formally merged in 1901. Also in 1882, the SF&W built the 32-mile line from Climax to Chattahoochee, Florida. This extension of its main line connected with the L&N Railroad line in northern Florida.

In 1884, Plant consolidated the Waycross and Florida Railroad, along with several railroads in Florida, into the SF&W. In the same year Plant bought the Brunswick and Western Railroad, and allowed it to operate independently until 1901, when it was absorbed into the SF&W. The Monticello Branch, from Thomasville to Monticello, Fla., was built in 1888.

Plant recognized that his railroad would be an even greater success if combined with steamship and steamboat service. In 1886, the Plant Steamship Line was organized, which advertised "Carrying the West India Fast Mail", offering direct service to Mobile, Key West and Havana via the steamships “Olivette”, “Mascotte” and "Florida". The Canada Atlantic and Plant Steamship Line (Ltd.) offered service to Boston, Nova Scotia, Cape Breton and Prince Edward Island. Manatee River points were reached by the steamers "Kissimmee" and "Margaret". 

Shortly after assembling his transportation empire, Plant began to build luxurious resort hotels along his rail lines in Florida, with the Tampa Bay Hotel serving as the flagship. In all, the Plant System eventually controlled eight hotels in west Florida: The Ocala House (Ocala), The Seminole (Winter Park), Hotel Kissimmee (Kissimmee), The Inn at Port Tampa (Tampa), The Tampa Bay Hotel (Tampa), The Hotel Belleview (Belleair, and still operating as a hotel to this day), The Hotel Punta Gorda (Punta Gorda), and The Fort Myers Hotel (Fort Myers).

In July of 1890, the company acquired a controlling interest in the Alabama Midland Railway, a new line between Bainbridge and Montgomery, giving the Plant System a total sum of more than 2000 miles of track. The Plant System constructed in 1901 a direct line from Jesup to Folkston, bypassing Waycross, and thereby speeding traffic along the eastern seaboard. Waycross remained an important hub, however, for Plant System operations as well as those of other lines.

Henry Plant passed away in the summer of 1899, as important to the development of the Gulf side of the Florida peninsula as Henry M. Flagler was to the East Coast. Atlantic Coast Line acquired the Plant System in 1902.

From: http://www.geocities.com/jingram05/
Biography of Henry Bradley Plant

Henry Bradley Plant, (October 27, 1819 - June 23, 1899), founder of the Plant System of railroads and steamboats, was born in Branford, Conn., the son of Betsey (Bradley) and Anderson Plant. He was the descendant of John Plant who probably emigrated from England and settled at Hartford, CT, about 1639. When he was six years old, his father died. Several years later his mother married again and took him to live first at Martinsburg, NY, and later at New Haven, CT, where he attended a private school. His grandmother, who hoped to make a clergyman of him, offered him an education at Yale College, but, impatient to begin an active career, he got a job as captain's boy, deck hand, and jack-of-all-trades on a steamboat in the New Haven and New York trade. He was then eighteen. 

Among his various duties was the care of express parcels. This line of business, hitherto neglected, he organized effectively, and, when it was taken over by the Adams Express Company and later transferred from steamboats to railroads, he went along with it. After a few years he was put in charge of the New York office of the company. In 1853 his wife, Ellen Elizabeth (Blackstone) Plant, to whom he had been married in 1842, was ordered south for her health. Several months spent near Jacksonville, then a tiny hamlet, impressed the shrewd Yankee with the possibilities of the future development of Florida. 

The next year he became the general superintendent of the Adams Express Company for the territory south of the Potomac and Ohio rivers. In the face of great difficulties he successfully organized and extended express service in this region, where transportation facilities, although rapidly growing, were still deficient and uncoordinated. At the approach of the Civil War the directors of Adams Express, fearing the confiscation of their Southern properties, decided to transfer them to Plant. With the Southern stockholders of the company he organized in 1861 the Southern Express Company, a Georgia corporation, and became president. His company acted as agent for the Confederacy in collecting tariffs and transferring funds. In 1863, following a serious illness, he took an extended vacation in Europe, and he returned by way of Canada.

After the war, the railroads of the South were practically ruined and many railroads went bankrupt in the depression of 1873. In this situation he found his opportunity. Convinced of the eventual economic revival of the South, he bought at foreclosure sales in 1879 and 1880 the Atlantic & Gulf Railroad and the Charleston & Savannah Railroad. With these as the nucleus he began building along the southern Atlantic seaboard a transportation system that twenty years later included fourteen railway companies with more than 2,000 miles of track, several steamship lines, and a number of important hotels. In 1882 he organized, with the assistance of Northern capitalists, among who were Henry M. Flagler, M. K. Jesup, and W. T. Walters, the Plant Investment Company, a holding company for the joint management of the various properties under his control. He reconstructed and extended several small railroads so as to provide continuous service across the state, and by providing better connections with through lines to the North he gave Florida orange growers quicker and cheaper access to Northern markets. Tampa, then a village of a few hundred inhabitants, was made the terminus of his southern Florida railroad and also the homeport for his line of steamships.

For the accommodation of winter visitors he built in Tampa, in the style of a Moorish palace, an enormous hotel costing $2,500,000. The subsequent growth in wealth and population of Florida and other states tributary to the Plant System made its founder one of the richest and most powerful men in the South. A good physical inheritance, preserved by temperate habits, made it possible for Henry Plant to keep working until almost eighty years of age.

His first wife died in February 1861, and in 1873 he married Margaret Josephine Loughman, the daughter of Martin Loughman of New York City, who with one of his two sons survived him.

In his will he attempted to prevent the partition of his properties to the value of about $10,000,000 by forming a trust for the benefit of a great-grandson, but the will was contested by his widow and declared invalid under the laws of the state of New York. This decision made possible the consolidation of his railroads with other properties to form the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad.

Dictionary of American Biography, Volume VII

G & W to Acquire Rail Management Corp. Rail Operations— Including ETRY

GREENWICH, CN — Genesee & Wyoming Inc. said today [in late May 2005] it signed an agreement to acquire Rail Management Corp.’s rail operations for $243 million cash and the assumption of $1.7 million of non-interest-bearing debt. The acquisition is subject to approval by the Surface Transportation Board. RMC oversees 14 rail operations totaling 928 miles of track with 88 locomotives and 1,751 freight cars, located throughout the south and southeast U.S., including Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Georgia, Arkansas, Texas, North Carolina, Tennessee, and Kentucky. There is also one property in Wisconsin. The railroads handle a combined 170,000 annual carloads, with approximately 50% of their customers in the paper and forest products industries. The RMC railroads will be operated as part of GWI’s Jacksonville, FL-based Rail Link subsidiary and consist of the AN Railway in Port St. Joe, FL; the Atlantic & Western in Sanford, NC; the Bay Line in Panama City, FL; Copper Basin in Hayden, AR; East Tennessee Railway in Johnson City, TN; Galveston RR in Galveston, TX; Georgia Central in Vidalia, GA.; KWT in Paris, TN; Little Rock & Western in Perry, AR; M&B in Meridian, MS; Tomahawk RY in Tomahawk, WI; Valdosta Railway in Clyattville, GA; Western Kentucky in Clay, KY, and the Wilmington Terminal in Wilmington, NC. (From Watauga Valley Chapter NRHS “Whistle Stop”)

Laying track on straw.

Unsteady ballast, but it served the Denver, Memphis, and Atlantic in a serious emergency.

The Denver, Memphis and Atlantic had been delayed with its grading by an un​usually wet spring. Heavy rains had inter​fered with the work, and the time for the completion of the line into Kingman in order to secure the county bonds voted in aid of the road had only three days to run.

The assistant secretary came out along the line and found that the end of the grade was a mile and a half out of town, and a heavy rain was falling, rendering it impos​sible for the grading gangs to work.  He sized up the situation, and, getting into his buggy drove to all the farms within a ra​dius of several miles and bought up every straw and haystack that could be pur​chased. This he ordered delivered to the Foreman on the work, and drove back to the line, arriving there almost simulta​neously with the first load of straw, to find the foreman much puzzled as to what the stuff was for.

He was instructed to receive all the straw and hay that was brought, but not to have it unloaded until he had been told where to put it.  The assistant secretary then took him into the buggy, and they drove out along the uncompleted line.  The country was comparatively level, but was cut up with low swales or hollows. The contour of the land was such that a track could be laid on the ground and a train run over it, with the exception of some of these swales where the sag would be too sharp.  Into these swabs the assistant secretary ordered the straw and hay dumped to fill them up and ease up the sag in the track so that an engine could crawl over it.

The track gang was ordered out and in​structed to lay ties without regard to spac​ing. Spiking the rails only at ends and cen​ters. The work was pushed rapidly. The construction train following close on the iron gang, and at eleven o’clock at night on the last day of the allotted time the con​struction train rolled into Kingman, and a long blast of the whistle announced to the world that the Denver, Memphis and At​lantic had reached Kingman.

The petition upon which the bonds had been voted stipulated that track should be laid and cars running thereon to a certain point in the city of Kingman on or before a certain date. Technically it was a compliance with the law, and the bonds were delivered without demur, though it was not until sixty days afterward that the Road was really completed and opened for traffic.

Railroadstories@mindspring.com

(From the Tampa Bay Chapter “Orderboard”)
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Minneapolis & St Louis, GE-1 “Peoria” From http://eldora.net/lyndon/doodlebugs.html
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