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Program Announcement
Hal Greenlee asked the writer to inform the chapter that he has changed the topic of his presentation for this month’s program.  His topic will be the CB&Q’s Pioneer Zephyr.  Hal said that he would also include briefly some photos he took this past year during his trip to the East Broadtop as originally planned.
PRESIDENT’S MEMO TO STOCKHOLDERS

Speaking of leaks developing in locomotive engine blocks........  I'd noticed leaks on various locomotives as I put in my last post, but when I went with Amtrak & they sent me to 'Choo-Choo U' to learn how to be an engineer (their way) I was lucky enough to be in a school taught by Mr. 
Mike Wikman - a DL&W alumnus - who not only taught about locomotives, he made us UNDERSTAND it.  The older I get, the more I realize how little I know/knew about my career field and I like to think I'm pretty sharp.  I NEVER hurt anyone and never got by a signal.  I HAVE been thru a few switches and I put an engine on the ground in the yard once or twice, but in almost 35 years of service I don't think that's too bad.  In the class taught by Mr. Wikman, he told us to NEVER start a cold engine without opening the drain cock on each cylinder.  (I was told Mr. Wikman had written the book on the Amtrak F-40s built by EMD)  After several of us who WERE real engineers and should have known better said "Why not, Mike?", he walked us out into the yard and found an F-40 that had just come out of the shop & ready for service.  He took a wrench and handed me one & we each went down one bank of cylinders opening the drain cocks.  Another 'student' barred the engine over slowly and water spurted from each cylinder cock........quite a bit in some cases.  Mike pointed out that water can't be compressed and in some cases will bust the head when the cylinder comes to the top.  I passed these words of wisdom to a younger Amtrak engineer who worked as a hostler at Union Station in DC.  He was able to save his a-- and perhaps his life when an Amtrak supervisor ordered him to start an F-40 that had been sitting for a few days.  When he refused, the foreman simply found one of the mechanics to start it.  Luckily, the engine didn't blow up or bust the block so all's well that ends well. But I hadn't known this prior to going to the Amtrak school.  It's amazing the stuff that gets by you and lets you get by.
Regards to all,
Walter E. Smith
MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 2007 MEETING 

Chapter President Walter Smith called the meeting to order at 7:20 PM on January 8, 2007.  13 chapter members were in attendance and no guests.  Some considered attendance was surprisingly good considering University of Florida was playing Ohio State for the national collegiate football championship.

Treasurer’s Report –Bob Selle gave the treasurer’s report.  Don Pirson moved to approve with a second by Jim Reebel.  The motion passed.

Approval of Minutes –The President called for additions, corrections or comments to the December minutes as published in the “Champion”.  None were offered.  Don Pirson also offered the motion to approve the minutes.  Jim Reebel seconded the motion.  The motion passed.

Old Business:

· Election of Officers:  The president asked the existing officers if all were agreeable to continue in their present positions.  All were agreeable to continue.  The President called for nominations from the floor.  Don Pirson offered a motion that the nominations be closed and existing officers be retained in their current positions.  Jim Carter seconded the motion.  The motion passed by show of hands.

· John Caselli related his story concerning contacting Seth Bramson to speak at a meeting.  The secretary inquired as to the number members who had not heard Seth speak.  Only 3 of the members present had not heard Seth’s talk.  The president suggested tabling the discussion until the next meeting when attendance will be larger.

· Field Trips.  We had previously discussed going to the Flagler Museum.  The secretary suggested we car pool to the Ridge Live Steamers Winter meet Feb 20th through 25th.  Probably the best day would be Feb 24.  General discussion followed.  The suggestion was tabled until next meeting.

New Business:

· Bob Selle reported that he had received notice in the mail that it was time to submit the chapter’s annual report to national headquarters.  Bob volunteered to prepare the report.

· Bob Selle indicated that he was going to mail the renewals to those remaining members who had not renewed at last month’s or tonight’s meeting.  If not attending the next meeting they should mail in their dues.

· Hal Greenlee said that Chuck Billings had asked him to approach the club for a $25.00 donation to defray Neil Moran’s expenses in producing and mailing “Stack Talk”.  The secretary said that he would like to edit out some of the foreign content in “Stack Talk” to permit inclusion of more material of local interest in the chapter news letter.  Hal Greenlee objected to that.  The president asked for a show of hands regarding printing “Stack Talk” in unedited form or editing it to space available to permit more local and historical content.  Edited won.  Next the president asked for a show of hands regarding making a $25 donation to Mr. Moran.  The chapter was agreeable to make the donation.

Reports & Announcements:

· Hal Greenlee reported that there had been a dedication of the new SD70’s at Bowden yard earlier in the day.  One of the meeting attendees then produced photos of two of the engines he had taken in Melbourne this afternoon.

· Hal Greenlee reported that the ProtoRails convention was a great success again.  Attendance exceeded expectations.

· Greg Turner was scheduled to speak on Jan 20 at the Florida Historical Society Library.

· Volusia County Show will be Jan 20 and 21.

· Bob Selle reported that Dick Alkus was in a rehab facility on Merritt Island and will supply an address for cards. (Update from Bob is that Dick is out of rehab)

· Dave Klein saw Jim Gillin on Sunday preceding the meeting.  Jim was hoping to come to the meeting.

Raffle
The raffle was for an Alco builder’s photo of a Jersey Central 0-8-0.  The winner’s name was not recorded for the minutes.  However, Dave Klein thought that it would be newsworthy to report that the writer did not win the raffle.

Program:

Bob Selle showed some of his many slides that he had taken of FEC engines and rolling stock.

THE ELECTRIC NOTEPAD by Dave Klein

Let me be one of the first to wish you a Happy New Year for 2007.  It’s amazing how time flies; just when you thought it was January, you start to see signs for Valentine’s Day on Feb.14.  (Remember that day, or you might not make it to Ground Hog’s Day!)  Which reminds me that I didn’t get to mention where they were selling RR-themed calendars locally, as I’ve tried to do over the last few years.  The stores have a lot less train stuff lately, unless it had to do with Thomas.  I did find a few in the local bookstores, maybe two or three each, and that was about it.  A calendar kiosk or store always shows up in the malls in December and they might have a few as well.  For the past few years, though, I’ve gotten my trolley-specific calendars through the mail and most recently from Historic Rail (1-800-261-5922).  Their catalog seems to have the most RR calendars, at least twenty, either general RR scenes or those of a specific railroad.

Speaking about calendars, remember the bru-ha-ha about a small UP calendar publisher and his troubles with the UP?  The publisher was (then) a kid with some help from his mom and they were threatened by the UP for licensing fees, along with other railroadiana producers as well as model train manufacturers.  Not only were fees wanted for the use of the UP logo, but also for all of the lines that they bought over the years (Rio Grande, SP, etc.).  Enter Mike Wolf of MTH.  Since a lot of his models are of these lines, he held out and wouldn’t pay, unlike Athearn and others.  After much lawyer talk and posturing about “free publicity” for the railroads, an agreement was reached where all model train producers were free of the licensing fees for all time.  In addition Mike made sure that his “hero”, that calendar publisher, and his mom, were free of them too.  (They were the only non-model producers covered by the agreement; what that means for all of the other small users of their logos is not yet known.)

Over the past month or so, I visited relatives in New York City (the Salsa Capital, remember?).  While there, I did see both model train exhibits at the Citicorp Building and at the Transit Store in Grand Central Station.  (I’m always amazed at how nice the GCS restoration turned out; it’s a shame that equivalent foresight couldn’t have been applied to Penn Station.)

From items sent to Trolley Talk magazine was this: “TAMPA, FL. The ‘Perils of Pauline’ are not confined to the silver screen.  As reported earlier [in the Tampa Tribune], the TECO Line was in jeopardy, with a member of the transit authority’s board calling for the authority to cancel it’s operating contract and focus on bus transit.  Now the authority has voted to spend $200,000 in federal dollars to develop a cost estimate to extend the 2.4-mile line an additional four blocks toward the city center.”    The same TT issue noted that in Winston-Salem, NC, HDR Engineering was paid $175,000 to lay out plans for a four mile streetcar line connecting a hospital and a (medical) research park.  The local city council approved the expenditure.  Note that Winston-Salem’s line will run between two sites that will generate traffic plus those of the eateries and shops between them.  TECO runs between tourist areas; what they need are locals using the line for work and shopping.  I’m for extending the line into the city center and to the local colleges.  But it costs money, you say?  Then why is it that one city can plan a 4 mile line for less than another can consider a plan for 4 blocks?  But then, Tampa’s money is Federal Money, so its “free”, but then again, I might be wrong.

Also from Trolley Talk, there’s a note that two magazines have closed shop: Mainline Modeler and Model Railroading (please note the -ing).  Both catered to a growing segment of highly-detailed modern equipment and will be missed by the modeling community.

‘Saw an ad from GHB (they make power trucks for Corgi trolleys).  They have a 1/2-inch scale PCC coming!  Let’s see: a 46 foot car scales out to 23 real inches!  Wow!

See you next time!

Announcement: From Chuck Billings 
Monday February 19 at 9:00 PM PBS channel 24 will air “The American Orient Express” taking the route from Denver to Salt Lake City.
STACK TALK February 2007 by Neil Moran

CHINA
We start this month’s steam news from China, which still has places to visit if you are on the adventurous side.  Our first stop is Xibolizhan station where at times five to nine trains line up with various departures to the coalmines in the early morning.  Sometimes the mines are so busy it takes up to twelve trains powered by is class Mikados to keep up with the daily activities.  There is also a separate line that runs between Dongbolizhan to Xibolizhan.  This is also a coalmine operation.  The Mikes generally pull twenty to twenty five cars of coal.  At times there are four trains moving on this comparatively short line.  Upon entering the mines the engines are running tender first and descend nine levels down to the base of the mine.  At this point the engines switch so they can run pilot first up the nine levels with about fifteen cars.  The sound of these Mikes starting up and heading up on the 2% grades is something you have to be there to experience.  Awesome comes close! Cab rides are permissible (for a price, generally about twenty yuang).  At that time there were twenty-seven Mikes in operation, and fourteen others stored cold in the yard.  Five other 2-8-2s were being overhauled in their shed.

Over in Baiyin passenger service pulled by SY class Mikes between Baiyin and Sanyelian average about three to four a day.  Diesels rule the roost here, but five to seven steam engines are kept hot just in case the diesels break down.  It is reported that two diesels break down per week.  This line is part of the Chinese National Railroad that extends past Shenbuton to Sanyelian, about sixty-five miles long.

We next move to the Huanan Coal Railway.  Normal operation finds four Mikes working coal trains out of Huanan to Liahua.  Switching facilities in the yards generally start at 7 AM with these locomotives moving coal cars around until 7 PM.  Trains are made up here of empties then climb to the coalmines an hour away.  Descending from the coalmines takes two Mikes to bring the loads back to Huanan yards.  When visiting here there should be five to seven of these engines under steam.  You may be able to catch a doubled headed freight that comes in daily from Zhongxin.  The power on these coal trains can be single engines, double headers and at times an engine cut into the consist as mid-helpers.  During a regular busy day, you can see up to twelve trains.

One more iron and steel company to comment on before we leave China.  This is the Guizhou Shuicheng Iron Coal Company.  Getting by the guards at the gate is the hard part.  But if you give them ten Yuang each, doors magically open.  First you enter the area of the blast furnaces.  Do this early in the morning when it is cool.  Otherwise you will melt like a cheese sandwich.  Upon exiting your rewards are fulfilled as eight to ten steam locomotives are continuously moving about the depot.  Again, Mikados do the honors here.  Departing this station the freight trains enter three tunnels in succession that go under the town of Shuicheng.  Luckily the road is close by the tracks so that you can photograph the trains going through each tunnel.  The road continues to parallel the right of way to the mines at Shuicheng.  If you are lucky enough to hire a cab pacing can be done here for about six miles.  The railroad also crosses several bridges.  This is a very scenic operation.

SOUTH AFRICA
Things are beginning to heat up a bit.  Tour operator Rovos Rail offers two excursions for steam enthusiasts to ride luxury trains pulled entirely by stem locomotives.  The engines to be used at various stages will include a class 19D 4-8-2, a class 25NC 4-8-4, a class GMAM 4-8-2 plus 4-8-2 and finally class 1SF 4-8-2.  On April 12-15 a special train will run from Pretoria Station to Port Elizabeth on a three-night, four day trip.  This train will include twenty-nine Pullman suites, and six deluxe suites, a lounge car, diner, and observation car.

On May 3-8 a steam special will depart out of Victoria Falls Station, Zimbabwe to Pretoria, South Africa.  This is a five night, six day journey which follows the above route.  This trip will take longer because of photo run-bys and changes of engines not yet decided.  The rolling stock will be partly made up of vintage cars built around 1930.

Friends of the Rail located in Pretoria, were called on to provide steam power for the annual “Witbank Marathon”, runners vs. train event.  Selected 19 D class #2650 a 4-8-2, and 24 class #3664 a 2-8-4.  The nineteen D required a tube replacement following the marathon.  The Museum reports that a fifteen F class 4-8-2 #32 17 is still being worked on.  The move to Hercules is making some progress early 2007.  They also report that locomotives #2701 and #3360 both I 9D 4-8-2s that were leased to the Railway Touring Company winter steam safaris have been returned, and will operate during the summer months, January to March.  They also retrieved three 25NC class 4-8-4s from Warrenton.

Patons Country Railway in Kwazula Natal has a class GF4-6-2 and a 2-6-4 Henschel built Garratt that they brought back from Millsite, Krugersdorp to the groups Location at Mason Mill Depot.  They hope to have the Garratt running soon, but it needs considerable work.

Sandstone, Free State:  The group is presently restoring a NG4 Kerr Stuart 4-6-2 T #16, and should have her in operation within a few months.  Seven locomotives of the NG4 type were built between 1911-1914 for use on the Alfred County Railway from Port Shepstone to Harding.  These engines spent their working days in Natal on the SAR.  The Sandstone Museum has started two amazing restoration projects.  They are former Sena Sugar estates (Mozambique) Henschel 0-8-0 1, and Peckett 0-6-0 T #2161.  The Henschel ran the first week last November when Sand Stone hosted a WWI thematic day.  She was built in 1915 and was used by the German military setting up a series of field railways (Feldbahn) to assist in frontline operations.  The system was known as the Deutsche-Feldbahn (DFB).  Numerous manufacturers to serve the system, including Sand Stones DFB #498, built a total of 2,473 engines.

ZIMBABWE
At Bulawavo steam shed, 15t~1 class #395 a 4-6-2 + 4-6-2 has been completely refurbished.  But on further testing, a melted fuse plug caused boiler a\damage.  Quick repairs were made to leaking tubes and problems to the firebox crown.  She was tested again in December and received a clean bill of health.  This site has also repaired a 16 A class #613 Garratt 2-6-2 ±2-6-2.  This engine had been stripped down to the boiler shell.  Upon inspection was found major corrosion to the exterior of the boiler.  Eight wheelbarrows of mud were removed from this section.  Next on the agenda is 15th class #394 “Umzwazwa” a 4-6-4 + 4-6-4. As stated before with the present economy in Zimbabwe this forces the government to keep restoring steam locomotives due to the purchase of old diesels from Spoornet that have many thousands of miles on them and continue to break down.

UNITED STATES
Big steam happenings will take place early this year.  The place to be is the Niles Canyon Railroad on March 17-18.  The group plans to operate a triple header out of Niles with Quincy RR #2, an ALCO 2-6-2 T built in 1924, Granite Rock 0-6-0 T #10 visiting from the California State Railroad Museum at Sacramento, and Robert Dollar Co. 2-6-2 T #3, operating for the first time in fifty years.  For the past eight years, PLA’s mechanical department has been restoring #3 built by ALCO in 1927.  She was retired in 1957; the eighty-year-old locomotive has the honor of being the last wood burning rod engine built in America.  It remained a wood burner until the early 50’s, when the engine was finally converted to an oil burner.  No. 3 has been restored to its 1950 appearance with the exception of its original “cabbage stack” which was never changed. The three engines will power a variety of trains throughout the day on Sat. March 17 starting off with a triple headed passenger train in the morning, and a triple headed freight train in the afternoon.  Sunday will feature these three locomotives running on individual trips out of Sunol on a random basis.  The possibility exists that for a grand finale all three engines will pull a train out of Sunol.  Tours of the Brightside Yards and other facilities are opened to the public from 6:30 PM to 7:30 PM.  There will be a night photo session on Saturday (17th) from 7:30 to 8:30 PM. For further information contact PLA at 925-944-5883.

Staying in California we next go to the Sierra RR in Jamestown CA.  The famous “Movie Queen” of steam locomotives Sierra RR 4-6-0 #3 is the subject of intense fund raising campaign to restore it to service.  The California Parks and Recreation Dept. must raise more than $100,000 to qualify for a matching grant funds to rebuild the ten-wheeler.  The project will cost an estimated $600,000 said Kathy Daigle Associate Director for the California State RR Museum.  The foundation received a $300,000 endowment from the California Cultural and Historical Endowment, but this grant requires a dollar for dollar match.  So far the foundation has raised $163,000 but $137,000 more must be raised.  The Sonora Area Foundation has pitched in offering $50,000 in challenge grants which again must be matched dollar for dollar.  This would lower the funding raising goal to $87,000.

The locomotive built in 1891 by the Rogers Locomotive Machine Company in Paterson, NJ was part of the original operating fleet of the Sierra RR.  The engine caught the eye of several Hollywood film producers in the 1920’s and has appeared in more than one hundred feature films and TV episodes, along with documentaries and commercials.  She last operated eight years ago and was then torn down for a complete rebuild about two years ago.  But lack of funding stalled the project. No. 3 was featured “The Virginian” with Gary Cooper in 1929, the first “talkie” shot on location instead of a sound studio.  “Back to the Future” and Clint Eastwood’s “The Unforgiven” were some of her latest screen appearances.  She was in TV shows such as “Lassie” “Petticoat Junction”, “Wild, Wild West”, “Gun smoke” and “Bonanza”.  For more information call CSRM Foundation at 916-445-5995.

Our next stop is Durango, Colorado.  A compromise has been worked between the Durango & Silverton RR and the Durango community over coal smoke.  A decision was reached to expand the railroad’s existing smoke stack scrubber system, and maybe build a new scrubber.  The study also included the possibility of using alternate fuels such as wood pellets and natural gas overnight when the engines are stored in the roundhouse.  A decision should be in effect by now.

Moving up to Denver, Union Pacific officials have agreed to run a passenger train between Denver and Pueblo for the Colorado State Fair in Pueblo.  Congressman John Salazar (D) asked UP to provide a steam train to the Fair.  UP’s senior vice-president replied “1 am sure that there will be great interest and excitement for the return of our steam locomotive along with the heritage passenger equipment.”  The Colorado State Fair is scheduled to begin on August 24 and run to September 3.  The most likely date for this excursion would be on Aug. 24.  The last regular passenger service between Denver and Pueblo along what was the Rio Grande/Santa Fe “joint line” was a Santa Fe coach train, which operated between Denver and La Junta, Co. on April 30, 1971.

Dropping down to Frisco, Texas a new park is under construction by the Heritage Association of Frisco, Inc.  The project was paid for by in part with bond money from that city. This includes reconstruction of the original Frisco depot, demolished in 1970.  The first artifact moved to the new park was former Lake Superior & Ishpeming Consol #19.  This engine was originally purchased by the Grand Canyon RR, which used it for parts for their other steam locomotives.  This 2-8-0 was built by ALCO in 1910, the same time period that Frisco purchased many 2-8-0 s from the same builder.  An eighteen-inch double reinforced concrete slab was poured for the engine to rest on.  The old paint scheme was removed, and the engine was hand sanded twice before the final coat of paint was applied to make the Consol look original.

Last month I related the story of Soo Line #1003 running Santa trains.  This month sister Soo Line Pacific #2719 was moved by UP in December from its storage space in Altoona to Adams, Wisconsin, a UP division point 110 miles east.  The 1923 ALCO is owned by the Locomotive and /Tower Preservation Fund of Eau Clair, WI.  Negotiations were finalized to restore the L&TPF in 1998 to move the Lake Superior RR Museum to Duluth, MN for display and operation.  This group was faced with the loss of a cooperating railroad on which to operate the #27 19.  When Wisconsin Central was acquired by CN in 2001 it lost its indoor maintenance facility when UP tore down its Altoona roundhouse in April 2004.  Back in 2004 you may remember L&TPH reached an agreement with a group to move the Pacific to Montana but the deal fell through.  When the engine arrives in Duluth it will most likely run between that city and Two Harbors, MN.  But for now she remains in the Adams yards while UP and CN work out a deal.  If all works out, the G&TPF hope to have the engine ready sometime this year.

Our final steam news comes from the northeast part of our country.  The Mt. Washington Cog Railway will convert one of its steam locomotives to bio-diesel fuel.  The engine selected is #9 also known as the “Waumbek” built in 1908 by the ALCO Manchester Locomotive Works.  Bio-fuel is a clean burning alternate that contains no petroleum.  It consists of soybean and other vegetable oils.  These oils can be blended with diesel or petroleum oil to create bio-fuel.  The railroad is also restoring a coach to operate with the Waumbek in the railroad’s woodworking shop.  The initial run of this unusual railroad was made on July 3, 1869 when “Old Pepperass” became the first cog-driven train to climb 6,288 feet to the top of Mt. Washington.

During the winter months of this year steam trains will continue through March 31 only to Waumbek Platform.  The departures are at 10AM and 1 PM only during this period of time.  Thus ends or February steam news on a happy note.

Time now to thank the good people who mostly sent the steam news you have just read.  John Biehn (Dayton Rail Society), John Batwell (SAR magazine), John Reilly (RRE-NY), Rich Taylor (NRHS-NJ), and from your most humble servant in steam

UNTIL OUR TRACKS CROSS AGAIN
TRAIN STORIES AND NEWS

Mathieson Steam Loco Turned 113 in June!  By Gary Price

The historic steam locomotive No. 11 that once served two mighty railroads and later worked the Mathieson Alkali Works in Saltville, VA, turned 113 years-old in June 2005!

The No. 11 is a consolidation-type locomotive, meaning it had a wheel arrangement of 2-8-0, an arrangement that very common at the turn of the century.  Originally Norfolk & Western (N&W) Railroad’s No. 305, the No. 11 was built at the Roanoke (VA) Machine Works (RMW) in June 1892 as construction number 137.  The RMW shops were later purchased by the Norfolk & Western Railroad.

The 305 served the N&W until larger locomotives arrived and was deemed surplus.  On January 11, 1920, the 305 was leased to the Chesapeake Western Railroad in northern Virginia; however, on June 3, 1921, the 305 was returned to the N&W.  Subsequently, the 305 was sold to the Mathieson Alkali Works (MAW) in Saltville, VA, for the sum of $20,000 (the price included a second locomotive, parts, and tools).

MAW shop forces rebuilt the 305’s tender, adding a larger coal compartment and re-lettering the tender with the words MATHIESON CHEMICAL CORPORATION.  The locomotive also received a fresh coat of paint with yellow striping and was re-numbered No. 11.

The locomotive was retired from active service by Olin in 1961 and was donated to the town of Saltville.

The historical importance of No. 11 is impressive: it is the oldest surviving N&W steam locomotive and the only surviving locomotive from the original Roanoke Machine Shops.
Gary Price
From the Watuga Valley Chapter “Whistle Stop”, loco on display at Saltville, VA- Editor
CSXT Ships Product to China

Two unit trains moved out of Copperhill, TN, in June (2005), filled with an iron-rich residue from the grounds of a shut-down copper producer.  It’s just the start of a new line of business for CSXT.

The residue is a byproduct of copper production, and the iron content constitutes about 60 percent of the volume of the excavated material.  That’s a richer source of the metal than mined iron ore and thus a suitable raw material for steel production.

Initially, the arrangement calls for six trains a month to carry the product from Copperhill, Term., to Kinder Morgan Pier 9 terminal at Newport News, Va., where it will be loaded onto ocean-going vessels for the trip to China. The move is expected to bring 5,400 carloads of new business annually to CSXT.

From the Watuga Valley Chapter “Whistle Stop”
A Foot-Long Mile

On one of my recent tours of duty to Norfolk Southern’s Pocahontas Division I discovered something unique in the distance between the mileposts in the little coal town of North Fork, West Virginia.  There, I found a foot-long mile.  An average mile consists of 5,280 feet.  An average wooden crosstie is nine (9) inches wide, accounting for 3,000 feet of ties in a mile, so the remaining 2,250 feet is the amount of space allowed between each tie in a mile.  This of course varies due to the amount of switches and trestles located within that mile.

During the late 1950’s, the Norfolk and Western embarked on a massive mainline relocation project to relieve the steep grades and extremely long tunnels between the towns of Bluefield, West Virginia and Welch, West Virginia.  But when the railroad tied the new mainlines back into the original mainlines, they came up with a new problem: the by-pass was 1 1/2 miles shorter.  The railroad was faced with three choices: (1) do away with the 1 1/2 mile, (2) Re-do all mileposts from North Fork, West Virginia, to Portsmouth, Ohio, or (3) Compress the mileage to make it fit.  The railroad chose door number three.

Due to the presence of crossover switches between milepost N384 and milepost N385, this mile was compressed to reflect only 2,812 feet.  The milepost that this story is leading up to is milepost N385 which rings in at a whopping 1 foot between it and milepost N386, where the bypass mainlines connect back into the original mainline.  Milepost N385 to N386 is the equivalent to one wooden crosstie and 3 inches of space between two ties.

I would be interested to hear if this situation appears on other railroads like this or do other railroads just do away with the short miles like hotels used to do with the 13th floor?

By the way, this little community in West Virginia is commonly confused as the “N” in Norfolk and Western.  How many times have you heard an old timer refer to the mighty coal hauling railroad as the North Fork and Western?  I have even heard of today’s modern thoroughbred referred to as the North Folk Southern.  Ah, only in West Virginia.  Next month, look for a good Halloween railroad story!
Gary Price

From the Watauga Valley Chapter “Whistle Stop”
South Florida News

On Wednesday, December 6th except in emergencies, all passenger and freight trains on the CSX tracks will not be allowed to toot their horns at 14 rail crossings from 36th Street to Forest Hill Blvd.

West Palm Beach is the second city in Palm Beach County, and the fourth in South Florida, to establish quiet zones on the Corridor.  The Boca Raton quiet zone was set up in September.  The other two are in Hollywood and Dania Beach in Broward County. More than a third of the 72 crossings on the Tri-Rail line are now horn-free.

As part of its $335 million double-tracking project completed earlier this year, the South Florida Regional Transportation Authority spent $35 million in federal grants to install full-closure gates and high median curbs that block drivers from entering crossings when trains are approaching.  West Palm Beach made additional upgrades. The roadway at crossings on city streets was resurfaced, and new lane stripes were put down.  The city also put up high-intensity railroad crossing signs that are visible from greater distances and signs that warn drivers that trains no longer sound their horns.  In the near future, the West Palm Beach quiet zone will be extended to include 45th Street.  The crossing straddles West Palm and Magnolia Park. The two are working together to install a median curb that would prevent cars from turning east off Magnolia drive toward the crossing.

Next up is the Florida East Coast railway, which has more than 200 crossings between Jupiter and Miami.  The state will consider making the necessary improvements to establish quiet zones if an agreement can be worked out with the FEC to run passenger trains on the corridor that passes through the heart of 28 South Florida cities.  But any new service is at least six years away.

The Federal Railroad Administration also has to lift an emergency order that requires trains on the FEC to blow their horns at all crossings.  The order was put in place almost 20 years ago, after the state allowed cities to establish nighttime horn bans and accidents at crossings tripled.
(Palm Beach Post) via Palm Beaches Chapter “Drawbar”
ATLANTIC COAST LINE DISPUTE SETTLED

A dispute involving operating crews of the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad at Sanford, Florida, has been settled after reversal of the carrier’s decision.  Tae issue had developed to such an intensity that t strike ballot was about to he taken along the entire road.  The carrier unilaterally ordered the men to report for work at a point about two miles distant from their usual place.  This required a walk of more than a mile and a half through swamp or more than two miles around by way of an obsolete corduroy road.  The men continued to report as always, thus avoiding a strike, but the carrier refused to supply trains at that point after October 6.  Result was that four passenger, five freight and three road crews were tied up from October 6 until settlement October 12.  The road now has offered to supply transportation which is all the men asked for at the beginning.  The matter is significant since \V .S. Baker, Assistant Vice President of the ACL, is Chairman of the Southeastern Carriers’ Conference Committee.  He refused to sit with National Mediation Board and employee representatives even though the Board had officially docketed the case and so requested repeatedly.
Locomotive Engineers Journal Nov, 1953

Chatsworth Wreck Recalled

The accompanying artist's sketch shows the Chatsworth wreck of August 10, 1887.  The Toledo, Peoria and Western Railroad train was en route from Peoria, IL to Niagara Falls, N.Y., when the accident occurred.  It was known as the "Niagara Falls Excursion."
The tragedy happened when a short bridge burned out between Chatsworth and Piper City, IL, and the engineer of course was unaware of the fire.  The train was hauled by two standard engines, No. 21 and No. 13.
On the lead engine No. 21, was engineer Dave Sutherland and fireman John Rogers; Ed McClintick, engineer and Axel Applegreen, fireman, were on the second engine.
Engine 21 crossed the charred bridge but its tank tumbled with the crashing structure and caused the train to telescope.  Eighty-seven passengers and Engineer McClintick were killed.  The accident occurred between midnight and 1 a.m.
Locomotive Engineers Journal Nov, 1953
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