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PRESIDENT’S MEMO TO STOCKHOLDERS

While I was working the Syracuse Division about 1964 or so, I got called for one of the freights out of Syracuse to Binghamton.  We got out of Syracuse late & were grinding up the hill to Apulia with 3 GP9s.  The old engines were working pretty hard and I kept looking back at the train & to see if we started any fires (when u go south out of Syracuse, the fireman’s side of the GP9s is on the downhill side of the mountain for most of the grade).  After a few minutes, I spotted one, no two, no THREE fires on the side of the grade.  I yelled to the engineer that we'd started some fires & he heaved himself out of the seat to look back on my side.  He turned to me and said, "No, kid, that's not the engines - it's that goofy flagman. Just keep an eye on the hack".  I looked and sure enough, there was the flash of a fusee lighting and it went sailing over the side and downhill where another small fire sprang up.  The engineer meanwhile got back to running the train.  I decided that it was none of my business if the flagman burned down the forest & 'to get along, go along'.  As we rounded the curve at the top of the hill, I could see 4 fires smoking & burning away. I never heard of a fire patrol up there, but this guy would have kept them busy.

Regards to all,

Walter E. Smith

MINUTES OF THE MAY 2006 MEETING 

(Recorded by Dave Klein)

· The meeting was held at the Cocoa Library and started at approximately 7:00 PM.  There were 12 members and 1 guest in attendance.

· Three books (Luxury Trains, Great American Railway Adventures and a book on Indian Railways) were raffled off to three happy members.

· It was reported that the OSCAR trolley has been sold to the Pennsylvania Trolley Museum. [More info in the Electric Notepad. -Dave K.]

· John Caselli gave an update as to the status of the Chapter’s Website.  He would like to borrow past editions of the East Coast Champion to scan and add to the site.  Bob Selle said he might be able to provide the Champions.

Treasurer’s Report - Bob Selle read the Treasurer’s Report.  A motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report was made, and was seconded; the motion to accept was approved by voice vote.

Approval of Minutes - A motion to accept past minutes was made, seconded and was accepted by voice vote.

Old Business:

· The Melbourne Train show: an overall impression report of the last train show was given to members who couldn’t attend.

· Note that the next Eau Gallie/Melbourne Train Shows are Sept. 2 and Dec. 2.

· A sighting of FEC #2000 was reported; this engine has been repainted to the FEC’s red and yellow color scheme.

New Business:

· NRHS National has contacted our chapter requesting information/verification as to our chapter activities and officers (i.e., changes to our list of officers).  A side meeting between Tom Hammond Walt Smith, Bob Selle and Harlan Hannah was convened to verify the list.  President Walt Smith okayed the list to be returned to the National office.

· The library had a pair of display cabinets showing FEC memorabilia and a number of N-scale trains painted and lettered for the FEC.  Member(s) of the FEC Railway Society (http://www.fecrs.com) provided the materials.

The Business Meeting was adjourned at 7:20 PM.

Program:

Vice President Hal Greenlee showed a Heron video that he obtained covering Pennsylvania Railroad steam operations in Ohio where the Pennsy leased a number of Santa Fe steamers for three years or so, and part of a video on New York Central steam.

THE ELECTRIC NOTE PAD by Dave Klein

My last Notepad mentioned that the PCC cars running on Boston’s Mattapan-Ashmont line would be getting pantographs as part of the line’s overhaul.  Apparently, the costs involved has delayed or canceled this modification.  The overhead will be renewed but the cars will keep their poles!  The cars will be overhauled and will still be painted in the popular orange and cream colors.  There is even a rumor that one of the Boeing LRVs are being similarly painted, but I would have expected the Boeing cars to be painted red as the line is essentially an extension of the Red Line.  The Boeing cars have been modified over the years and have been a lot more reliable.  The Mattapan-Ashmont line has loops only at the ends and was once the last bastion of double-ended cars such as the ex-Dallas PCCs but even those were operated as single-ended cars in their last days.  There are crossovers but that leads to “wrong-way-running” and schedule problems.  Even though I prefer the PCCs, I could envision the Boeing cars there.

The local Space Coast Model Train Club has found a new home!  Their new address is 1122A Lake Drive in Cocoa.  It’s in the “5 Points West Plaza” about a block and a half north of SR520.  The location is about one mile south of the old spot and is about the same square footage.  The N-scale layout was sectionalized and moved in three large pieces.  Unfortunately, I can’t say the same for the HO layout.  Some of the framework was saved but the Pine Ridge and Indian River RR was moved in what seemed like a million small pieces.  Why move?  The new location will allow us to plan and build a new HO layout with, we hope, more industries, more interesting operations, and fewer bugs (electrical and otherwise).  And it is cheaper!  If anyone out there would like to join, contact Robby or me.  (We can even make you a “special” member: don’t show up, just send in your dues!  -Just kidding.)

According to the local reports, the OSCAR streetcar has been sold.  Former Orlando Mayor Hood planned to use the car to gain interest for a light rail system in the tourist areas, but local politics got involved and grant money went towards the Lynx system.  The open trolley was originally obtained for $125K and took another $80K to repair.  It was tested and stored for a time at the Grand Cyprus Resort in Kissimmee until their trolley operation was discontinued.  The car was then stored in a warehouse at an additional cost of $40K. The car was then advertised for sale for $750K, so it sat in the warehouse until now.  Apparently the recent purchase by the Ybor City TEECO line of a similar car for about one third the price has caused a re-think of the asking price.  The Pennsylvania Trolley Museum near Pittsburgh bought the car.  The museum (formerly and probably still referred to as “Arden”) will have to regauge the car to 5’ 2(” for their line.  According to my reference books, this will be their second open car and probably be a very welcome addition.  (I’m sure TEECO looked at it, but knowing that it was still due another Birney car from Gomaco, plus the requirement of a conductor to collect fares on their own open car, caused them to pass on it.)

Speaking (more) of trolleys, the next CORGI Birney car is scheduled to represent a Ft. Collins, CO. car.  The people at Die-Cast Direct (1-800-718-1866) said that it should be available in September and cost around $45, in line with their previous, non-motorized, Birney cars.  Supposedly, there will be motorized cars in the future, but companies such as Bowser and Q-Car have already advertised motor units for the static models.

Don’t forget the Melbourne train shows at the Azan Shrine Center on West Eau Gallie Blvd.; the next shows are scheduled for September 2 and December 2.

RAILS ON THE WEB

This month I suggest http://yardlimit.railfan.net/index.html.  This site is dedicated to diesel switchers.  It has an excellent spotting guide and a great photo gallery.

STACK TALK

Neil Moran is on vacation.  “Stack Talk” will return in September.

TRAIN STORIES AND STUFF

New Book on Florida Rail History

Dear Fellow NRHS Member:

If you have an interest in Florida railroad history you may want to purchase my newest book, which is entitled FLORIDA RAILROADS IN THE 1920’s.  It was just released by Arcadia Publishing of Charleston, SC.

The book recounts the fabulous railroad response to the 1920s land Boom, one of the greatest migration stories in American history.  During that decade Americans flocked to the Sunshine State as never before, where stories of quick real estate money abounded.  Countless new home subdivisions appeared along with apartments, commercial buildings, new municipal projects, even ready-made cities such as Boca Raton, Hollywood-By-the Sea, Coral Gables and Venice.

Florida’s railroads experienced an enormous surge in traffic, so great that the ‘Big Three’ (Atlantic Coast Line, Seaboard Air Line, Florida East Coast) became completely overwhelmed.  In response, the Big Three launched dozens of improvement and expansion projects and in the process spent in excess of $100 million.  After all was said and done the railroad map of Florida stood at its all-time greatest extent.  Never again was the level and frequency of railway service repeated.  Even the Frisco got into the act!

The book can be ordered directly from Arcadia by calling toll free 1-888-313-2665 (arcadiapublishing.com) or from Amazon (Amazon.com). Soft cover, 128 pages, 175 images (many never before seen), $19.99. I would certainly appreciate you mentioning the book in your next Chapter newsletter!

Sincerely,

Gregg Turner

Southwest Florida Chapter, NRHS

Fort Myers

Proposed Miami Streetcar System Swells, But Schedule Slips

Miami: The Miami Streetcar project, brimming with potential, is nowhere closer to completion as its size and costs continue to swell and its anticipated start date slips further into the future, according to a story in the Miami Herald.  The original $132 million plans called for cars to run on 6.75 miles of track that would be laid on some of the very same city streets where trolleys rambled 80 years ago between downtown and the Design District.

But last year, city planners quietly added an east-west loop that would run from Wynwood, along the NW 20th Street corridor, to the hospitals, medical research centers, courthouse, and law offices at the Civic Center complex.  The estimated price tag has swelled to approximately $200 million.

“We felt like it was important to serve one of the city’s biggest employment centers as part of this same project,” said Assistant City transportation planner Lilia Medina.

The east-west spur dovetails with the Miami Partnership and the University of Miami’s plans to expand and improve the hospital district.  A rubber-tired bus, designed to look like a trolley, was being considered as a circulator in the area.

The Civic Center spur would guarantee the streetcar serves some hardscrabble neighborhoods, Lindsey Hopkins Technical College and a popular row of mom-and-pop retail shops that are patronized by lower-income residents and recently arrived immigrants.

How the city pays for the project is very much up in the air, said city transportation planner Mary Conway.

Miami officials originally hoped to issue bonds to leverage the city’s cut of the half-cent sales tax - currently $10 million a year - to underwrite a large chunk of the system.  Now they are looking at a wider array of public and private options, including an independent authority, a joint-operating agreement with Miami-Dade Transit or even hiring a private firm that would design, build, operate and maintain the system for a fee.

Conway acknowledges that the originally optimistic start date of 2008 has already slipped to a “best-case scenario” of 2010.

From “Trains Magazine Newswire” via Tampa Bay Chapter “Orderboard”

Scooping Water on the New York Central

Like many of the innovations adopted by American railroaders in the 19th Century, the practice of taking water on the fly can be attributed to our English Cousins.  In 1859, when John Bamsbottorn was locomotive superintendent of the London & Northwestern Railway, the road installed its first water trough (as the device was known in England) near Aber on the Holyhead main line.  This made possible the first long-distance non-stop run, which later became a standard operating practice on the chief railways of Great Britain.

Historically, it was the New York Central & Hudson River Railroad which in 1870 introduced this concept to the United States by laying the first track pan at Montrose, N. Y. along the Hudson River.  Its archival, the Pennsylvania Railroad, lost no time in following suit.  Together, the two competing railroads soon had the longest systems of track pans in the United States.

In later years, because of the rapid consumption of water by larger locomotive boilers and the size of their enormous tender tanks - to say nothing of the ever-increasing speeds demanded by faster schedules - it became necessary to modify the scooping device and venting of the tanks to permit operation at speeds of 80 mph.  To this end the NYC conducted experiments on the track pans at Rome, N.Y. in the late 1940’s, during which a motion Picture photographer was stationed hazardously on a platform atop the rear of a locomotive tender to record what happened when water was scooped at full speed.  The upshot of these experiments was a change in the placement of the scoop to present a flatter angle to the water, enlargement of the delivery pipes and installation of 14 overflow pipes to vent air and surplus on the new “centipede” tenders

In the United States, track pans varied in length from 1,400 to 2,500 feet.  With the later modifications to the scooping apparatus, more than three gallons of water could be lifted for each foot of effective scooping length. Thus, on the average, from 7,000 to 8,000 gallons of water could be lifted into the tender with each drop of the scoop and with no reduction in the speed of the train.

It is interesting to observe the data on the water consumption of a J-1 Hudson (equipped with a continuous blowdown) on runs over the NYC main line from Harmon to Chicago and from Chicago to Harmon.  Westbound, the engine consumed 96,360 gallons and eastbound 91,460. Below is listed the number of gallons taken on by the same locomotive on the Syracuse Division in New York State, as related to the location of the track pans:

	
	West East

	
	bound

	Syracuse to Seneca River
	2,900 2,800

	Seneca River to E. Palmyra
	2,500 2,190

	East Palmyra to Churchville
	3,900 3,700

	Churchville to Wende
	3,820 3,32()

	Wende to Buffalo
	1,000 2,500


Water consumption was approximately the same in each direction but grades had their effect, particularly the gradual eastbound ascent from Buffalo to Batavia and the westbound climb up the Byron Hill as reflected in the consumption between Churchville and Wende.

If this is not sufficiently convincing to show the effects of grades on water consumption, then pause to reflect on these data for the 18 miles between Albany and the Schenectady pans where the main line climbs out of the Hudson Valley on the 1.4 percent West Albany hill: from Albany to Schenectady the locomotive required some 3.000 gallons, but from Schenectady to Albany only 1,600 gallons.  Water consumption eastbound is a little less than 100 gallons per mile but nearly twice as much westbound.  With almost half of this increase consumed in ascending ‘the West Albany hill, it is obvious why the Schenectady pans were placed so close to Albany at the start of the Mohawk Division.

From Ties & Tracks Dayton Railway Historical Society
Sunset Limited Crime Still Unsolved A Decade after Sabotage

Phoenix, Ariz.; A decade ago, on Oct. 9, 1995, Amtrak’s eastbound Sunset Limited was sabotaged about 60 miles west of Phoenix on Union Pacific trackage when a person or persons unknown pulled up 29 spikes, derailing the locomotives and the first eight cars of the train at 1:23 a.m., while it was traveling at 50 mph. recalls a story published last week in The Arizona Republic.  The incident killed an Amtrak employee and injured almost 80 passengers. The signals that governed the line would have normally caught the tampering when their wiring would have been broken, however, after loosening the rails; cables were strung to keep them connected.

The perpetrators also left notes - "Indictment of the ATF and FBI” - decrying law enforcement sieges at Waco and Ruby Ridge.  They compared federal agencies to Nazi secret police and identified themselves as "Sons of the Gestapo.”

“Operation Splitrail” as it became known, was the nation’s second-largest terrorism probe to its time, behind the Oklahoma City federal building bombing.

Janet Napolitano, then U.S. attorney for Arizona, declared: “It may be a day; it may be a week; it may be a month. But we wilt be successful.”

Ten years later, the case remains unsolved.  But FBI Special Agent Scott McKee has not given up.

If there was something more we could have done, somebody needs to hit me over the head and tell me what it is,” said McKee, who has been assigned to the case for seven years. "It's still a major case.  It’ll never be closed.”

After the crash, Arizona investigators and 125 FBI agents initially focused on left-wing radicals and right-wing militia types. They soon decided the Gestapo letter was a hoax and targeted ex-railroad Amtrak employees or others with a vendetta against the company.  Finally, they pursued firefighters and first-responders that might have derailed the train to fulfill a hero complex.

“We had a list a huge list of possible suspects,” McKee said.  “We assigned each one of those people to an investigator.  That was their baby.  But they were ruled out every one of them.”

Agents received hundreds of tips; all dead-ends.  They developed psychological profiles. They searched houses and barns for typewriters, tires, railroad tools.  They conducted polygraph exams and hounded West Valley residents until some complained to the media.

Tipsters were offered a $320,000 reward.  The case was featured on Unsolved Mysteries and America’s Most Wanted.  In 1998, authorities descended into an 800-foot-deep abandoned mine, searching for dead bodies and a vehicle used by the saboteurs.  Each lead fizzled; each suspect walked away.

McKee said the case has “gone into folklore and conspiracy theories” on the Internet.  He still gets occasional tips, mostly from prison inmates who fabricate information in hopes of making deals.

Meanwhile, the saboteurs wrecked lives as well as a train.

The newspaper said Vivian Pleasant of Tennessee, who suffered serious injuries, contemplated suicide during the ensuing months.  An obituary indicates she passed away in 1998.

Dan Comesano, a conductor from Mesa, suffered back injuries in a wreck that killed his close friend.  Comesano told The Republic years ago that the crash sent him into unemployment, debt, depression, alcohol and marriage problems.

Aside from victims, members of the Tonopah Valley Fire Department were hit hardest.  Two years after the sabotage, a FBI secretary mistakenly faxed an Operation Splitrail bulletin to Arizona media outlets.  The report identified Steven Albert Mills, a former captain at Tonopah’s department, as a suspect and also mentioned firefighters Larry Lef’orte and Steve Hurley.

Mills, who never was arrested, could not be reached for comment.

Hurley, who reportedly claimed to have been the first emergency worker to reach the wreckage, committed suicide three years ago, according to attorney Daniel Inserra, who added, “He never really recovered mentally from all his problems with that train.”

Leforte said he has never understood why he got mentioned to the FBI, because he wasn’t even part of the rescue effort.

“This had some profound effects on my life,” added Leforte, who now works for the state.  ‘"We ended up dealing with the aftereffects: the finger pointing and driving to Phoenix to deal with guys in gray suits and black cars.”

Leforte said suspicion and fear tormented him: "I struggled for a couple of years. Thinking, ‘My God. I’m (seen as) a criminal. I didn’t do anything, but I’m being accused.’ You never knew if someone was going to show up at your door…It would be great to have a resolution.”

From Tampa Bay Chapter “The Orderboard”

Chessie by Tom Lambert

Chessie is probably the most endearing and certainly one of the most successful corporate symbols in American history.  In 1933, L. C. Probert, a C&O official charged with public relations and advertising, saw an etching in a newspaper of a cuddly little kitten sleeping under a blanket with a paw thrust contentedly forward.  At the time, he was developing an ad campaign to popularize C&O’s new air-conditioned sleeping car service, and hit upon the notion of using the kitten with the slogan “Sleep Like a Kitten and Wake Up Fresh as a Daisy in Air Conditioned Comfort” for the C&O passenger ads.  Chessie’s first appearance on behalf of C&O was in September, 1933 issue of Fortune magazine, in an ad that carried “Sleep Like a Kitten” as its slogan.  Printed in black and white, the ad carried no reference to the name of the kitten.  The original color etching, from which the advertisement was taken, executed by Guido Gruenwald, a Viennese artist who specialized in cats and other animals, was purchased for $5 for the railway’s use.

The C&O’s advertising agency built a whole campaign around the kitten and chose the name “Chessie” from the railroad’s name.  In 1934, the first “Chessie” calendar was produced, with 40,000 copies distributed.  Advertisements featuring Chessie appeared in most national magazines as well.  Her popularity grew, as did her family.  She got two look-alike kittens in 1935, and a mate,  “Peake” (from the railroad name as well -Chesapeake = “Chessie-Peake”), in 1937.  Soon Chessie, “America’s Sleepheart,” was the talk of the railroad world, and propelled C&O to the top ranks of rail advertising.

In an era less sophisticated than our own, Chessie became the darling of millions, helped bolster the spirit of the depression-ravaged people, and then seeing them through the great conflict of World War II.  Chessie lead the way as “America’s Sleep Warden” and gave up her Pullman berth for traveling soldiers.  After the war, she returned to her passenger promotional work for the railway that had itself become widely known as “Chessie.” After the takeover of passenger service by Amtrak in 1971, Chessie took on a new role, giving her name to the combined C&O, Baltimore & Ohio, and Western Maryland railways under Chessie System, and helped them sell their freight service.  Today, Chessie no longer appears in timetables or on locomotives and rail cars, but she nevertheless is alive in the hearts of millions who grew up during her life’s work on the C&O and successor lines.  Interest in her and her history is perhaps as great now as when she was the foremost advertiser of rail passenger service.

(Gondola Gazette Collis P. Huntington RR Historical Society via Tampa Bay Chapter “The Orderboard”)

Railroad Hall Of Fame Planned by Galesburg, IL. 

Galesburg, Ill: Imagine an 84,500-square-foot building, a $60 million project with a central architectural feature rising six stories above an atrium, asks a story in the Galesburg Register-Mail.  Now, picture all this in Kiwanis Park in Galesburg, visible from nearby Interstate 74.  The National Railroad Hall of Fame, the newspaper said, is about to make the move from vision toward reality.

Jay Matson, chairman of the Hall of Fame board, and Steve Gerstenberger, board member, are confident the hall will become “a national icon.”

Peter S. LaPaglia, president of LaPaglia and Associates, Inc., has been hired as a consultant to help develop the master plan for the Hall of Fame.  Work on the plan began in January 2005 and is expected to be completed this August.

“We actually started fund-raising for the master plan in October,” Matson said. Pledges for $250,000 are in hand for the local portion of the fundraising.

“The community campaign will have a goal of a half-a-million (dollars),” Matson said.  That will be officially announced at a press conference at 10 a.m. Tuesday in Galesburg City Hall. Galesburg, a city of 35,000 about 165 miles southwest of Chicago, and midway between Rock Island/Davenport and Peoria on 1-74, is a hub for BNSF Railway, which has seven routes radiating from a large yard south of the city.  Union Pacific operates through Galesburg on BNSF trackage rights, and the Toledo, Peoria & Western also serves it.  Amtrak has three trains a day stopping at Galesburg in each direction: the California Zephyr, Southwest Chief, and Illinois Zephyr.

The money raised locally would be used to pay for the master plan, hire an executive director to lead the national fund-raising campaign, and to pay expenses associated with the ambitious goal.

Matson said the idea is to show the community’s commitment, to demonstrate to the foundations and the railroad industry that this is a project worthy of their support.  While state and local grants will be pursued in what is planned as a two-year fund-raising effort, the railroads hold the key.

“It’s definitely a boom time for all railroads,” Matson said.  “In that sense, our timing couldn’t be better.”

What if only $40 million is raised?  Will the project go forward?  “Sure, we might have one theater instead of two,” Matson said.  However, Matson said organizers are optimistic.  "I think the likelihood is we’ll raise more than ($60 million) rather than less,” he said.

Matson points to the need to dream when it comes to the museum itself, but the high hopes for fund-raising, he says, are grounded firmly on logic.  Matson says the largest six railroads -BNSF, CSX, Norfolk Southern, Union Pacific, Canadian National, and Canadian Pacific Railway have annual revenues in the area of $50 billion.

He said for the Hall of Fame to reach its goal, it only needs “. 01 of 1 percent of their revenue.” in addition, there are many other railroads, including more than 400 short line operations.

“If everything went as fast as we could have it and if some major donors step forward, we could have a spring 2009 opening,” Matson said.

From “Trains Magazine Newswire” via Tampa Bay Chapter “Orderboard”

Prolific Rail Photographer Emery Gulash Dies 

Dearborn, Mich. — Emery J. Gulash, 88, a prolific railroad photographer whose work lives on in dozens of books and video programs, died Friday, February 24.  A Lansing, Mich., native who went on to a career within drafting and management in the Detroit area with General Motors’ Fisher Body Division, Gulash was an early 35mm color-slide photographer, dating from his Army training days in Texas; he served in the Army Air Corps 1944-1946.

From the 1950s through the 1980s, Gulash traveled widely, shooting slides as well as 16mm color movies.  Several years ago, as his health began to fail, he summoned publisher Bob Yanosey of Morning Sun Books to Michigan to turn over his slide collection, “so it has a good home,” and Gulash’s photos grace dozens of Morning Sun publications.  Earlier, Gulash’s movies formed the basis for numerous video programs issued by John Koch’s Green Frog Productions.

Gulash, a longtime member of the Michigan Railroad Club, was also a model railroader, with an extensive 0-gauge collection and a membership in the Detroit Model Railroad Club, and years ago was a hobby-shop owner, Star Hobbies of Dearborn.  Two of his 1960’s “protégés,” Dave Ingles (Trains) and Jim Hediger (Model Railroader) went on to careers at Kalmbach Publishing Co.  In the 1960’s, whether on Grand Trunk Western steam excursions or just out trackside on the Wabash, DT&I, NYC, C&O, South Shore, or other Midwestern roads, the “junior crowd” called their mentor “the great film-burner.”  Trains Editor Jim Wrinn also remembers a latter-day encounter with Emery, on the Loops above Old Fort, N.C., on the Norfolk Southern in the blazing autumn colors of October 1984, when Gulash shared his vehicle, and his beverage cooler, with the “hometown kid.”

Bob Yanosey notes that Emery, who was in a nursing facility the past few months, died almost two years to the day after the death of his wife, Sigrid, and only 12 days after his 88th birthday.  They are survived by their son, Chuck, and two grandchildren.  Emery is also survived by two sisters.

Said Yanosey, “Emery was a most generous man, and (turning over his slides to me) was his way to share his rail experiences with others.  We shipped him a copy of each and every book, and even in his advanced stage of illness, his son told me that he would carefully pore through the newest book looking for his name.  Once found, he would linger for a long time looking at happier times from many years ago.”

From “Trains Magazine Newswire” via Tampa Bay Chapter “Orderboard”

The Lost Steamer

I’ve loved trains as long as I can remember and my interest has grown over the years and certain events have taken place to shape my interest into specific segments of the hobby. My railfanning was molded into a historic interest after reading books on Florida history and histories of Florida railroads. I have always been fascinated by what used to be and where railroads were located.

Over the years I’ve heard all kinds of rumors of what was, and what is and even tall tales from the rails. Hey, did you hear the one about the Celestial locomotive that sits at the bottom of the Intracoastal? Yes, I’ve heard it, too. Can’t find any proof though. Jim Cottrell told me a few years ago that there was a lumber railroad in Jonathon Dickinson State Park that had a line off of the FEC into the woods and had left a locomotive in the woods.

I could never find any information of a connection with a lumber company in the Camp Murphy area with FEC and no other information was given so I dismissed the rumor and laid it to rest. Over the years, I found that lumber companies had logged just about every square mile of forest in this state. And if logs weren’t hauled out by ox, river, truck, boat, then a railroad was temporarily built into the wooded area to ease in the removal of timber. When supplies were exhausted in one area, many companies would pull up track and move to another county. Listings of unknown companies turned up yearly in my readings so I began to think that the rumor of the JDSP Company could be true.

Last year I was reading Five Thousand Years on the Loxahatchee-A Pictorial History of Jupiter/Tequesta Area by James Snyder and found the following...”In the 1930’s cypress logging was so extensive along the Loxahatchee River that one outfit even installed a narrow gauge rail line near Cypress Creek to make hauling easier (the old steam engine is rusting away in the woods today).

Inquiries were began with a local historian and later a JDSP park ranger who informed us that there was indeed a steam locomotive rusting away in the woods. She then told us that she had not been there lately to see it but did know a person who reported its condition to her a being very bad. Years of south Florida weather and years of controlled burning in the park have taken its toll on the locomotive. She even was able to mail me a copy of a photo that was taken of it not too long ago. Its condition or even confirmation of size cannot be determined from the photo (Xerox copy).

From the Palm Beaches Chapter “Drawbar”

FEC News

FEC GRAYS - As a short-term measure until the SD70M-2’s in the 3rd quarter of 2006, FEC leased 2 GP38M-3’s and 2 GP40M-3’s from FURX.  Originally leased to the Texas Mexican Railway, the four units were part of a group of 19 ex CSXT GP40's rebuilt to GP4OM-3’s by MK Rail shortly after KCS’s stake in TFM.  Units 1166 and 1171 are as built GP4OM-3’s, but the 1168 and 1173 were de-turbo-ed to become GP38M-3 and renumbered 2268 and 2273 to reflect the changes.  Still in KCS gray with yellow nose stripes, the units are semi captive in rock train service to and from New Smyrna Beach, and like the leased SD45's, are trailing units only.  FEC leased FURX GP40’s and GP38's arrived on the property April 29th.  The GP40 are to be used over the road while the GP38 are to be kept in the yard (Hialeah or Bowden)

FEC now has 50 ex-NS Thrall articulated autoracks in their fleet.  Numbered 110626-110674 and still in TTX yellow can be ID’ed by the FEC reporting marks over a patch of new yellow paint.  FEC’s private car USA (aka The North Star) and the Georgia 300 made a trip to Washington DC on the rear Amtrak train 98, Sunday May 13th to attend Monday’s Harriman Safety Awards Conference where FEC took first place.  The cars returned to Jacksonville on train 97, Wednesday, May 13.  FEC has acquired a fleet of former ATSF Ortner coal hoppers.  Numbered in the 19100 series, these cars will supplement the existing rock fleet.

CSX GE 836-7 5859 led train WO 049 south down the Tri-Rail corridor, April 24th. In the consist was an ACL boxcar still in ACL (round circle) paint and, the ACL reporting marks.

.  One of Tri-Rail’s new DMU car sets was delivered to them on April 7th The set traveled on the head of FEC train 101 the previous day.
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From http://www.getcruising.com/rails/_fec.html
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P.O. Box 2034

Cocoa, Fl 32923


Next Meeting: Monday June 12, 7:00 PM

Central Brevard Library & Reference Center

308 Forrest Avenue, Cocoa, Fl 321 633-1792

Program: Video TBD
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