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PRESIDENT’S MEMO TO STOCKHOLDERS

Dear fellow members of the Florida East Coast Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society & others........

My wife and I returned from 2 weeks in the Keys recently which we spent mostly on the island of Marathon.  As you know, this is at the North end of the Famous 7-Mile bridge constructed by the FEC (app. 1906-08).  There's not much left of the Overseas Extension, but one cannot help but marvel at this massive remnant which is coming up on it’s 100th anniversary.......(almost as old as my old TRI-RAIL road foreman of engines).  For those of you who may pass that way, I'd like to recommend a visit to the old heavyweight passenger car that sits next to US 1 at the North end of the present bridge.  They are a non-profit giftshop with lots of RR memorabilia and are dedicated to preserving the museum on Pigeon Key.  Pigeon Key, slightly over 2 miles from the North end of the 7-mile bridge served as a supply center during the construction of the railroad and has many artifacts from that era.  I purchased a full color map reproduction of the FEC at the turn of the last century.  It was about $12.50 + tax & well worth it. The original is at the Flagler museum in WPB.  It is about 14" wide & a yard or so long.  I will bring it to the June meeting so members can see it. 

While my wife & I were hoofing it across the old 7-mile bridge, we saw a huge loggerhead turtle surface on the west side of the brige & after a minute or so descend into the depths again.....NEAT.  The real action for the fishies is in the morning.  We got up at 730 am & when just a few piers out saw a school of LARGE manta rays.  There were 5 or 6 & it looked like a formation of airplanes.  We walked further & in some shallows noticed a 5 or 6 foot shark lazily swimming parallel to the bridge - perhaps waiting for a careless tourist tio fall in.  In another 1/2 mile we noticed another formation of rays & as we got close to Pigeon Key there was a school of BIG fish (8 or so) swimming in & out of a deep hole that had a dark blue color to the water & u couldn't see the bottom.  Most of the depths are 10 - 20 feet & near Pigeon Key it shallows out - maybe 3 or 4 feet.  With the sun at your back as it is early in the a.m., you really can see pretty far down.

That was the fun part. We arrived back in Melbourne to find that our Allsnake (oops, I mean Allstate) agent of 30 years had cancelled our homeowners insurance. UNBELIEVABLE!!!!!  Our daughter told us she knows several people who got cancelled........they all turned in claims after the hurricane.  I guess it's OK to pay premiums, but don't ask for any help!  Moving along on the RR stuff - I began to think what it must have been like to run an engine on the overseas extension.  All single track & dark (trainorder territory).  Most of the crews of that era were quite familiar with this operation but it must have been lonesome on the islands with settlers few & far between.  Let's see now...........leave Homestead & run across the causeway over the swamps to Key Largo, then South on that big island to Tavernier (town at the South end).  On to Plantation Key & then Matacumbe & Islamorada.  A small station at the Long Key fishing camp & the Long Key viaduct then over Indian Key fill & onto Grassy Key & to Marathon where there was another small settlement & station.  Most of you know there is NO natural freshwater on the keys and the FEC had to haul tankcars of water for its' locomotives & people.  Until recently there was a water tank at the North end of Marathon right at the edge of Vaca cut.  It was an exact copy of the water tank near the Cocoa fire department and you could see the indentations of the boards from the concrete forms when it was poured (as you can at Cocoa). The FEC, like the Lackawanna, was enamored of concrete for everything. No termite damage there!!!!! I regret to report the dreaded developers have demolished the tank & there is now a dandy parking lot there.
Regards to all,

Walter E. Smith

MINUTES FROM THE MAY MEETING

Chapter President Walt Smith called the meeting to order at 7:15 PM on May 9, 2005.  Two guests were present, Jake Odensos. 

Treasurer’s Report –Bob Selle gave the Treasurer’s report. Jim Gillian moved to accept the report. Greenlee seconded the motion. The motion passed.

Approval of Minutes –No business meeting was held last month.  N minutes recorded.

Old Business

· None

New Business

· Chuck Billings located the chapter tape library and turned the tapes over to Dave Kline.  Discussion followed regarding what to do with the tapes.  Dave Kline decline being the tape librarian.  For lack of volunteers the writer has inherited the tape library.  The writer will publish a list of tapes in the June newsletter.  The tape library will not be brought to the meetings as was done before.  Members should consult the tape listing.  If a member wishes to view the tape he should contact the writer either by telephone of e-mail.  The writer will bring the tape to the member at the next meeting or as otherwise mutually agreeable.

· The tape library discussion again led to a discussion of what should be done with other archival materials including some 8-millimeter film that President Smith is holding on the chapter’s behalf.  The president is not able to store the material in an environmentally controlled area.  Since the historical value of the material is unknown Walt expressed some concern with storing it in his home.  Dave Kline volunteered to try to locate a variable speed movie projector so that the film might be transferred to an electronic format.  The writer made a motion that the President Smith contact Dr. Win of the Field Museum regarding the museum taking the chapter’s archives as a loan to them.  The library could make the material available to researchers. Jim Reebel and Stan Bell seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

· Stan Bell suggested that the chapter rent a table at the Jacksonville Railroadiana show to sell off some of the chapter’s old magazines.  The president agreed that Jacksonville might be worth considering.

Reports & Announcements:

· Hall Greenlee announced that his son who has been working for the Union Pacific expects soon to receive his engineer’s rating.

· The writer inquired of Jim Gillian if Bob Lewis had any copies of his book to sell.  Jim said the he knew that Bob had sold all the books he had received from the publisher.  Jim agreed to check with Bob to determine if Bob was planning to get any more books to sale.

Program:  Walt Smith: Home movies.

NEWS AND INFO FROM CHAPTER NEWSLETTERS 

STEAM SPEED

Several weeks ago T. Mac Mitchel came by witha copy of the February 1936 Loco​motive Engineers Journal containing an article on The Atlantic Coast Line.  Also inside was a loose copy of an A.C.L. flyer entitled Timely Railroad Topics - Speed, dated November 18, 1929.  The train speeds reported in these articles may seem slow in terms of today’s jet travel, but it wasn’t until the completion of the interstate ex​pressway system that any other form of land travel came near the speeds that steam en​gines pulled passenger trains.  These ar​ticles caused me to look for additional in​formation on “Steam Speed”, my search revealed that the quest for speed started before the turn of the century.  The New York Central & Hudson River Railroad’s famous “999”, with its 86” driv​ers, made history on May 19, 1893 when it reached the speed of 112.3 miles per hour while pulling the Empire State Express.

In the early years of this century Penn​sylvania Railroad ran regular commuter service through New Jersey and Eastern Pennsylvania.  These trains, called Clock​ers, usually consisted of two or three coaches and were pulled by Pennsy’s E6s "Atlantics".  The speed of these trains be​tween stations often reached 100 miles per hour.  In September of 1911 road test were conducted on an E6.  With a nine car train in tow the E6 averaged 75.31 miles per hour from start to stop on a 105 miles stretch of table top flat track between Fort Wayne and Valparaiso Indiana.

Roads closer to Florida had their suc​cesses as well.  In March 1901, the Plant System, which later became part of the Atlantic Coastline, set a record that remained in place until at least 1929, when one of its trains ran five miles in 2-1/2 minutes, or at a rate of 120 miles per hour.

Two years later, a train of the Atlantic Coast Line covered the 172 miles between Jacksonville and Savannah in 2 hours and 32 second or at the rate of 70.7 miles per hour.  The Atlantic Coast Line was duly proud of providing this kind of service.

During the 1929 winter tourist season the A.C.L. operated 9 trains a day to and from Florida with the Miamian and the Gulf Coast Limited covering the 1022 miles be​tween New York and Jacksonville in a total elapsed time of 23-1/3 hours, or at a rate of 43.80 miles per hour including all stops.   The average speed for the Limited from New York to Tampa was only 2 miles per hour less.  For the 1388 miles between New York and Miami the Miamian made the trip in 32-1/3 hours, at a rate of 42.93 miles per hour.

The Everglades, a through train from Boston to Florida points, covered the 1261 miles between Boston and Jacksonville in 29-1/3 hours, or at the rate of 42.99 miles per hour.   By February 1936 there were four trains each way daily between Florida and New York, Boston and other Eastern cities. There average speed in both directions was 51.8 miles per hour.  The fastest was the Florida Special at 54 miles per hour.  It is doubtful that any other line maintained these kinds of schedules over these dis​tances at that time.

To offer some idea of why these figures are astounding, the current Amtrak sched​ule for the Silver Meteor shows 23 hours and 8 minutes for the 1209 miles from Boston to Jacksonville, or a rate of 52.26 miles per hour.  A current road atlas indicates the safe interstate expressway driving time from Boston to Jacksonville to be 28 hours and 39 minutes.

Later steam like the Norfolk Western’s J’s were designed to pull passenger trains at even faster speeds.  The “J” was certainly capable of pulling a 20 car passenger train at 100 mph speeds on level ground or at 35 mph up a 1-1/2% grade.  How much faster could they have gone?
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Stack Talk

By Neil Moran

June is busting out all over with news of steam.  In this month’s column I’ll talk about steam news from South Africa, China, Canada, and items from our own country.

South Africa: News from this country where 20th class Beyer Garratts are still pulling commuter trains between Bulawayo to Kahami and between Bulawayo to Luveve.  Presently there are six of the 20th class 4-8-2+2-8-4s in operation pulling these short haul commuter trains.  It is not known how long these powerful locomotives will be used.

The Friends of the Pretoria Rail Society has started to restore a 2-8-4 Berkshire class #2850 at the Capital Park.  This engine only needs to be retubed.  Funding for her will not be a problem.  There are no longer any operable 15 CA class 4-8-2s in service.  Other locomotives due for restoration are #3664 24 class, and 1 5F class #3117.  The latter engine needs serious boiler work, and repairs are almost completed on the safety valves and regulator.

The Transnet Foundation Heritage Preservation Society still has several Berkshires running on its George-Knysna route but has also introduced two 7A class Beyer Garratts to their roster of locomotives.  These are Garratts are 1007 and 2401.  This operation has been in steam now for seventy-seven years.  Quite a feat in today’ world!

The Umgenie Steam Railway Society has announced they recently restored a 3 BR #1468 Berkshire.  She had new main driving wheels re-tired along with side axle boxes refitted.  Included was restoration done on both sand and steam domes.

Rounding off the news from Africa, #3422, a 4-8-4, has been converted to oil, so that she can run during their summer months and not start any brush fires.  They have also installed smoke deflectors painted in a black and blue paint scheme with the old SAR logo on each deflector.  On occasion the famous “Red Devil” #34450 a 4-8-4 powers a tour train out of Worcester.  These special excursions are called “Namibia Safari” trains, and on occasion the “Red Devil” will have a specific 4-8-4 assisting her.  This engine is named “Bergrivier” and the two make a mighty spectacle, it is said that many people come from various locations to see these two engines perform.  Remember when that used to occur in our country?  Now we only dream of such things happening, all thanks to the insurance problem!

Steam in China: As of late April, Daban still has thirty-six QJs in operation running on a daily schedule.  But now six trains are now powered by diesels between Daban and Baiqi.  The General Manager of the Ji Tong Railway, Mr. Wang states that steam should last until the end of 2005.  He makes all the decisions as far as the replacement diesels are concerned.  He will dieselize this line as soon as possible.  Presently money is not available as bank credits are not in sight.  This is the only reason steam exists.  In fact, after mid-April there was no steam on the section between Daban and Haoluku and Baiqi.  All crewmen and those who serviced the engines have already been dismissed.  The remaining QJs on that line have all been sent to Daban.

Another source reported there will be a new line opening south of Sanggendalai.  This operation will open in 2006 and may have steam power according to GM Mr.Wang.  The line will be 50 km long and head south from Sanggendalai to Langi.  Its purpose will be to connect a coal mine with a power plant.  Presently it is not clear whether the coal mine or the power plant is near Langi.  The new operation should be ready to go by either

September or at latest October.  Reason being, they have to wait for the power plant to open.  The power plant management plans to buy ten used QJs, but this is not written in stone.  Right now there are no facilities in Langi, and no additional staff is planned for at this time.  So there remains a chance that the railroad will open with diesels based in Baiqi.

There is a possibility that fan trips run by Far Rail Excursions will operate in October to get a last chance to see steam between Baiqi and Haoluku.  Also the possibility exists to photograph the QJs on the new line between Sanggendalai and Langi.  At this writing there are 38 QJs still steaming and 21 diesels working almost every day out of Daban.  Unfortunately the dead line has 22 steam engines ready for scrapping.  Curses!

Canadian News: Not too much from the Canadian side of the border.  Everything seems to be in place for the #2816 round trip between Calgary and Vancouver.  Minor repairs should be completed now after a long winter’s sleep.  So far after her return to Calgary in mid July, Canadian Pacific has not posted any further excursions.  But that could change.

As for the Alberta Prairie Railroad in Stettler, Alberta both engines #41 and #6060 are in good shape.  On June 18th and 19th the Railroad will make initial runs with CN #6060 a 4-8-2 Mountain Class to Big Valley and return.  On Canada Day July 1st #41 will be dressed for this special occasion up to Big Valley starting at 2:30 and returning 7:30 pm.  On July 4th a once a year occurrence takes place when the Royal Canadian Mounted Police dress in their formal red tunics, march into the area and put on a very dramatic spectacle for all to observe.  This will be followed by a buffet meal.  Then at 2:30 pm the train departs for Big Valley behind #41 and returns by 8 pm.  The following Saturday is “Hobo Day” where you can meet people dressed as hobos.  Then you can talk about their adventures when they rode the “Rattlers” (freights).  Departure is set at 11am and returns at 4pm. In addition there is regular service up to Big Valley four to five days a week.  On August 1st there will be a special railfan day with # 41 and #6060 double-heading up to Big Valley.  Many photo runbys are planned along with a buffet at Big Valley.  Regular service will continue on an average of four to five days a week in August.

For further information e-mail: info@steamtrain.com
homepage: www.steamtrain.com
Steam News from U.S.: We head to Portland, Oregon.  Finally we have somegood news at the NRHS convention. There will be a steam trip with the SP #4449 to Wishram, WA.  The consist will have Amtrak coaches along with vintage rolling stock.  This is indeed some very good news for the people attending to ride behind big steam.  Both #700 and #4449 will appear at a night photo session at the Brooklyn roundhouse.  This is certainly a good reason to be there.

Over at the Durango and Silverton some big events are coming in June and July.  On June 2-5 a step back in time festival kicks off with “Boom Town” activities at Silverton.  There will be many local events taking place with people dressed in Wild West costumes as they greet the arrivals.  “Thomas the Tank Engine” will show his friendly face with “Day out with Thomas” from June 17th to the 20th  As for the conditions of some of the locomotives here is a run down. No. 473 had some repairs done to her throttle and is now back in service.  No. 476 stored in museum awaiting repairs, #478 had its FRA inspection and passed it.  No. 480 received an new smoke box and now is getting flue sheets repaired, and new side sheets in the fire box.  The Mike has had driver work and spring rigging done, and some stay bolts replaced. No.48 1 had new drivers installed.  Finally #486 had valve gears repaired and had testing done to her tender.  One special event will take place on July 4th with an Independence Day Express to Silverton with a stop at Cascade for a picnic lunch and other festivities at Silverton.  Upon returning to Durango that evening, passengers will be greeted with a fire works display ending a spectacular day.

Our next stop is at the Steam Railroading Institute in Owosso, MT.  According to Dennis Braid, Executive Director, they have purchased a 2-8-0 Consol #76 from Jerry Jacobson of the Ohio Central Railroad.  SRI will now overhaul the locomotive to operating condition.  No. 76 lower running costs, compared to the museum’s #1225 Berkshire will allow the SRI to regularly scheduled steam train rides, plus a chance to experience the sights, sound and smell of the steam era.

Staying in the Midwest, the Fort Wayne Society in Fort Wayne IN has announced it is nearing the completion of Berkshire #765.  This has been a long an arduous journey that has kept her boiler cold for nearly twelve years.  In anticipation of her return to active service, the FWHS is asking for your help to chronicle the #765 past excursions.  The engine has roughly over 50,000 miles since her return to excursion service in the eastern United States.  Hundreds of railfans, workers and photographers who rode and photographed the train could help.  Also possible photos of the #759 and Mikado #587 would be appreciated.  Please contact Kelly Lynch Public Relations Fort Wayne Railroad Historical Society, Fort Wayne, IN.

We now head to the Big Easy Territory in New Orleans, LA.  The 2005 Louisiana Bicentennial finally got off the ground on April 2nd with former Southern Pacific Mikado #745 leading a four car train out of New Orleans’ Kansas City Southern yard.  She then crossed the Huey Long Bridge over the Mississippi River towards Avondale and Morgan City on BNSF’s former SP Sunset Route.  Other stops along the way to display the train’s artifacts were Baldwin, Lafayette, Lake Charles, and Shreveport, Louisiana and Vicksburg and Jackson, Mississippi.  Then we return to via Baton Rouge LA, and finally arriving in New Orleans on May 4th   The special traveled a total of 943 miles with #745 performing flawlessly.  This is a great to the workers who restore her to superb running conditions.

Finally Union Pacific has just announced that the #8444 will make a round trip out of Denver to Cheyenne on July 23rd The Denver Post again sponsors this excursion. Departure is from Denver at 7:30 am arriving in Cheyenne at 10 am.  After a full day’s activities the train leaves at 5:30 pm arriving at Denver at 8:30 pm.  For those who cannot buy tickets this is a great chance to chase the newly restored and repainted Northern.  There will be a ferry run out of Cheyenne on July 22’nd to Denver.  Then there is the round trip excursion on the 23rd and finally the ferry trip to Cheyenne on the 24th.• Three glorious days of chasing mainline steam, a rarity today!!

Special thanks to John Biehn (Dayton RR Society), Steve Barry (Railroad and Railfan Magazine), John Reilly (NRHS-NY), Bruce Russell (RRE-NY), Andrea Seid (Durango and Silverton RR), and your most humble servant in steam.

Until our tracks across again

FLORIDA EAST COAST CHAPTER NRHS VIDEO LIBRARY - MAY 2005
SINGLES
Name & Number of Minutes in ()

St. Louis Steam — 1990 NRHS Convention (120)

This is My Railroad — Southern Pacific Diesel Version (30)

N &W611 —The Final Trips

The Super Chief (15)

Double Stacks over Tehachapi (30)

Flight of the Century — Chicago to NY, 1935 (18)

Trans Siberia (55)

Canada — World’s Greatest Train Ride Videos (84)

The Canadian — The Streamliner Series (45)

The Great Canadian Train Ride (80)

Toy Trains & Big Trains (30)

The Railroad Modeler (30)

Durango & Silverton (60)

Colorado’s Narrow Gauge RR’s (55)

Great American Train Rides (60)

Railroad Video Quarterly (120)

Riding the White Pass & Yukon (13)

Alaska Railroad, A History of the (30)

The Orient Express (60

America By Rail, Vol. I — The Heartland (120)

Christmas Trains of all Sizes Across America (68)

Wheels A-Rolling, 1949 Chicago Railroad Fair (28)

Railroads and National Defense (12)

Amtrak Presents “All Aboard America” (15)
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VIDEO from TV PROGRAMS
N&WSteam

Narrow Gauge RR’s

Copper Canyon Rail Trip

America’s Scenic Rail Journeys -- West Coast Starlight

Union Pacific/ Trip Across Canada

VIDEO SETS
America’s Historic Steam Railroads

Strasburg & New Hampshire Steam Railroads (60)

Cumbres & Toltec and Roaring Camp & Big Trees RR (60)

Georgetown Loop RR (30)

America’s Railroads - The Steam Train Legacy

Last of the Giants (60)

A Great Railroad at Work (50)

This is My Railroad (60)

The Steam Locomotive (60)

Wheels of Steel (60)

The Railroad Story (30)

The Golden Age of Steam Trains (60)
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VIDEO SETS (Continued)

World Steam Today

Britain and Western Europe (80)

North, Central, and South America (80)

Eastern Europe & Africa (80)

The Far East and Australia (80)

The East (80)

Great Britain Express Steam Locomotives

Great Western Railway (55)

London and North Eastern Railway (55)

London and Midland and Scottish Railway (55)

British Railways (55)

Southern Railways (55)

Locomotion — The Amazing World of Trains

Engines of Enterprise (50)

Taming the Iron Monster (50)

The War Machines (50)

The Magic Machines and Mobile People (50)
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