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PRESIDENT’S MEMO TO STOCKHOLDERS

Speaking of speed signs...Speed signs are a great help - especially nowadays when engineers are required to run much further than the 100-mile day. Years ago, it was possible to have the railroad in your head like a videotape. Scranton to Hoboken on the former DL&W was app 120 miles (via the cutoff), Scranton/Hornell about 150 or so. You had a clear picture of the 
road, curves, crossings & other little peculiarities in your head. Binghamton to Syracuse on the DL&W's Syracuse Division was about 80 miles. No problemo - I can still take you there in my head.

Now lets look at Amtrak’s' Zone 5 - Washington-Florence, S.C. In the 80s, this involved RULEBOOKS of the Washington Terminal Co., then when you crossed the bridge over the Potomac River you entered the territory of the Richmond, Fredericksburg & Potomac Railroad (different rulebook), then when you left Richmond S/B, you entered the territory of the CSX (former ACL) RR. Not only was it over 300 miles of territory to (try &) remember, but 3 DIFFERENT SETS OF RULES. Kind of like the old kids game - SIMON SAYS. OOPS, THAT INTERPRETATION OF THE RESTRICTED SIGNAL APPLIED TO THE RF&P.YOU FORGOT YOU'RE ON THE CSX.... HA HA- YOU"RE OUT OF SERVICE!  For those of us from a railroad like the former DL&W which had long had a grade crossing elimination program, it was even more fun running at 79 mph through the hot Southern nights past lines of freight cars in a siding 
blocking any view of a log truck approaching the 2 lane road with no flashers or gate...just crossbucks...what fun!!

All this pales compared to getting called for 19 & 20 (The CRESCENT). With the Norfolk Southern Road Foreman in the cab advice came forth like "This is a 50 mile per hour curve, Walt, better take some air." "OK, yew can get back to track speed", "Got a 45 mph speed restriction here". I asked where the 'diamond boards' were to show speed restrictions. "We don't have any on the Southern, you just got to know the road." This appalled me...at least 
the CSX whatever their other shortcomings, had diamond boards showing the speed at all speed restrictions. A few minutes later came this gem..."Oh yeah, this is where the Crescent wrecked back in 72 (or whatever)... the engineer forgot where he was & entered this 40 mile per hour curve at 70 & turned over." I felt this was not the time to mention the lack of speed 
boards on the good, ol' SOUTHERN, but resolved to avoid 19 & 20 if possible. Keep in mind that this is the very line where OLD 97 left the rails on a curving trestle giving birth to song & legend (but not necessarily good operating practice).

Now imagine working one of the jobs that has you down to South Carolina one day & back the next then the following day working 29 & 30 the Capitol Limited on the former B&O. This railroad was one of the first built in this country & it shows it with all the curves, grades, tunnels, etc from 
Washington, DC to Pittsburgh, Pa. With all the curves & grades, there were speed changes almost every mile in some sections in the mountains. The book you were given to learn all the speeds looked like an encyclopedia. I finally Xeroxed the speeds in order & stapled them together (9 sheets) & fastened them to the control stand with a magnet turning them over as we 
went up the road.  To add to the fun, a railroad like this needs lots of maintenance so you 
might get 30 or 40 orders Eastbound, but these might only apply to track 2 (the Eastbound main track) as you went along, the Dispatcher might switch you over to run on track 1 at Patterson Creek tower (Just East of Cumberland, Md.). Now you gotta look through all the train orders to see which apply to track 1.  Can you see the infinite possibilities for screw-ups here???? HMMMM. Are we having fun yet???


I worked with a great group of engineers, many of them with years of experience on the ACL, B&O, & RF&P, but they all said "EVERYBODY gets in trouble on the B&O side, no matter how good you are." My final run over the B&O was in 1988 & on that trip; we got over 80 train orders Eastbound. I carried them into Al Scalas' (Supt.) office & said "It's just too much, Al."  I like to think I'm as knowledgeable as most, but it seemed that being in combat & the more you exposed yourself, the more you were likely to get in trouble. When I was in the Air Force, the fighter pilots used to talk this way...now I understand how they felt. I guess the best thing is not to think about it.

Regards to all,
Walter E. Smith


MINUTES FROM THE APRIL MEETING

No business meeting was held in April.  Stan Bell hosted the chapter at his “train house” to see his O gauge high rail layout train collection.  Stan purchased several raffle prizes and donated the proceeds to the chapter treasury.  Stan also provided refreshments.  The writer wishes to thank Stan for his hospitality and generosity.

RAILS ON THE WEB

For this month try Lindsay Korst’s Great Northern Web Site http://www.gngoat.org/.  The GN isn’t one of my most favorite Railroads; however, this is one fine website.  I‘ve browsed this site several times.  Every time I do, I find something else interesting.

Hey, want to see the streetcars in my hometown in Illinois?  Check Pekin Municipal Railway @ Dave's Electric Railroads: http://206.103.49.193/odds/il/il.htm , This site has a lot of good electric railway pictures.

THE ELECTRIC NOTEPAD by Dave Klein
Your intrepid reporter recently attended the 20th Annual Meeting of the Electric Railway Clubs of Florida.  This year’s meet took place at the John Knox Village in Orange City, near Deland.   This venue is a “retirement community” that has some assisted living facilities attached for those who need it.  From what I saw, the residents are far from needing it!  Most of the people live in detached or duplex homes or in a condo-style building.  As The Electric Railway Club’s founder and wife are residents, we were invited to set up our modular layouts in their meeting room.  As I have described our exhibits before, we had operating trolley models in HO, O, G, and 1/2-inch scales.  As a preview for the residents, the room and our layouts were broadcast to them via closed-circuit television on the morning of our open house.

When the meeting room was later opened to visitors, the place was inundated with people and they all had smiles when they saw the operating cars.  Questions about the models were answered and memories of riding trolleys flowed.  Yes, they weren’t youngsters, but then, neither were we!  Forty-one of our members registered for the meet and we must have had more than twice that as visitors.  True, they were not trolley modelers, but some did talk about the Lionel stuff they had when they were younger and seemed to appreciate our visit.  We hope to return there for next year’s Meet.

During our Annual Dinner in one of the banquet rooms, lots of talk about models, trolleys, and even Amtrak was heard.  Among the more notable items was the news that TECO in Ybor City has an open car on the property.  At first, I thought it was the OSCAR car, but was told that the car was a GOMACO unit that was originally in Denver as the Platte Valley Trolley.  I checked one of my references (Veteran Vintage Transit by Andrew D. Young) and found out that the Platte Valley Trolley group leased a GOMACO open car.  As the line has no overhead, the car was powered by an on-board generator.  I assume the generator will remain in Colorado as the trolley group has a few Denver car bodies to restore and run.  I also noted that a few paragraphs later in my reference mentions The Steel Town Trolleys in Pueblo, CO,  -not to be confused with The Old Pueblo Trolley in Tucson, AZ-.  It mentions that the Steel Town group has one of the three motor cars and the trailer that once ran at The Grand Cyprus Resort in Orlando.  The pair were bought in 1996; the group is also trying to get a Brussels PCC, it says.  I tried to find this group on the Web, but came to a dead end.  The website for another group in Colorado Springs (they have a bunch of PCC’s for a small light rail line) doesn’t mention a Brussels car.

That got me thinking more about the cars (three motor cars and one trailer) that once ran at The Grand Cyprus and I did some more digging on the Web, According to the website for the Old Pueblo Trolley, it also has an ex-Belgium car.  The car was one of Brussel’s “standard” cars until the city bought some PCC-type cars.  The city once had 685 of these single truck cars. The OPT website has about a dozen pages on how they acquired their car, but is not a Grand Cyprus unit.  A sister car was also shipped over at the same time and it is now in Kingston, NY, at the Trolley Museum of New York.  And finally, I did hear that a car was donated by the Grand Cyprus to the National Capital Trolley Museum (Silver Spring/Wheaton, MD) to help them recover after a fire that destroyed a number of their cars in late 2003.  Their website hasn’t been updated since to verify this.  If these “rumors” are true, it still leaves one motor car unaccounted for.

Found on the magazine rack at Books-A-Million is the June issue of Blue Ridge Country with a nice photo of a steam engine on the cover.  The main article is "Remembering the Age of Steam with lots of pix, including some from the late O. Winston Link.  Additional articles are about the tourist railroads in the area (northern Georgia and western North Carolina.)  ‘See you next time!

Request for Donation

The following letter was received from the Indiana Transportation Museum.  The chapter takes no position on this request.

Indiana Transportation Museum

Where the history of yesterday’s railways lives today

P.O. Box 83

Noblesville, Indiana 46061-0083

March 25, 2005

Dear Florida East Coast Chapter NRHS

When there are great pieces of our rail history that are designated as national treasures, they must be preserved for future generations to experience and enjoy so that the American inventive spirit may be understood. The steam engine Nickel Plate #587 which is housed at the Indiana Transportation Museum is one of these treasures.

Built in 1918, it was in service in Indiana on the Nickel Plate Railroad at the time of its retirement. It then was donated to the City of Indianapolis and was placed on display in Broad Ripple Park for the public to enjoy. In 1983, members of the Museum moved it from the park for restoration to operating condition. In 1988, it began a new career as an operating artifact to teach and preserve the significance of steam power in the development of railroads and in the industrial revolution. The locomotive is owned by the City of Indianapolis and is leased, maintained and operated by volunteers at the Indiana Transportation Museum. It is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

March 23, 2005

The locomotive has operated for 15 years, having traveled many miles in numerous states, thrilling the throngs of adults and children who have had the opportunity to see it and ride behind it, experiencing steam power in action. Unfortunately, the time has come to do a complete inspection and make necessary repairs to bring it into compliance with the new Federal Railroad Administration Boiler Rules. This is an expensive project but when it is complete, it will provide 1472 service days or 15 years of service, which ever comes first. Eighty percent of the money required is available from a federal grant. However, the Museum must provide the remaining 20% matching funds plus 100% of any additional unbudgeted expenditures found to be necessary. We are thus embarking upon this major fund raising effort.

We urge your kind support this historic preservation effort through a generous gift of either cash or appreciated stock. The Indiana Transportation Museum is a Not for Profit 50l(c)3 which allows your gift to be tax deductible in accordance with IRS rules. Checks should be made payable to the Indiana Transportation Museum and sent to P.O. Box 83, Noblesville, Indiana 46061. Please indicate that your donation is for NKP #587. Should you wish to donate stock, please contact David Wilcox at (317) 844-0659 for instructions.

All donors will be furnished documentation of their gift for tax purposes.

Those who contribute generously will be invited to share in the celebration of the return to service of NKP

587.

Thank you in advance for your kind consideration.

Sincerely,

Harold Stark
David E. Wilcox, P.E.

Chief Mechanical Officer, Steam
Chairman

NEWS AND INFO FROM CHAPTER NEWSLETTERS 

From the Southwest Florida Chapter “The Torpedo Report”

Slow Turkey Treks Through The South, Cajun Rail Safari, Part 2, By Frank Kyper©

Southern Forest Heritage Museum, Long Leaf, LA

Logging railroads were abundant in Louisiana during the heyday of harvesting the cypress, pines, and hardwoods that flourished throughout the Southeast.  Much of this activity can now be remembered only in yellowed photographs except at the Southern Forest Heritage Museum & Research Center at Long Leaf, near Alexandria in the center of the state.

Starting in the 1950s, the forest had reclaimed its own around the old sawmill complex of the Crowell Long Leaf Lumber Co. and the company town of Long Leaf.  After the Crowell family donated the facility to the new nonprofit museum, systematic clearing of the heavy, almost rain forest overgrowth revealed an unprecedented treasure trove a time warp of early 20th century railway and logging equipment.

Three steam locomotives and four tenders are at the site. Mogul No. 202 (Baldwin 40862, November 1913) and Ten-wheeler No. 400 (Baldwin 51175, January 1919) were part of the Crowell operation with cabs and tenders that were once painted a bright yellow while 4-6-0 No. 106 (Baldwin 57203, October 1923) was roistered by the Red River & Gulf Railroad, Crowell’s common carrier line, which at one time was 63 miles long.  Over the side of an embankment are many pieces, nobody knows if all the pieces are there, of three-truck Shay locomotive No. 112, cut up about 1947.

Behind a shop building is a McGiffert loader which used a complex arrangement of retracting wheel sets and temporary bridge rails to permit it to straddle flatcars being loaded with logs, unlike the better known, and simpler, Barnhart log loader that rolled along on tops of the flatcars on rails on the outer lip of the cars.  The museum at Long Leaf has two steam-operated McGifferts, and others are located at Chiloquine and Kiamath Falls, or; Duluth, MN; and El Salto, Durango, Mexico.  A Clyde log loader is also part of the complex, as are a number of wood-framed log cars in various states of disintegration.

Brush clearing in one part of the mill area revealed a large stack of Huntoon arch bar trucks.  Who was Huntoon?  The ordinary appurtenances of a working steam railroad, including drivers, axles, wheels, and a lot of other parts were constantly being found as the brush was cleared from the formerly overgrown site.  There is also the full complement of a once-working sawmill, including a boiler house with steam boilers, a main sawmill building, and several drying sheds.

From the Tampa Bay Chapter “The Order Board”

Engineer’s Vision of His Wife on the Track Before the Locomotive, and Why He Saw Her.

Locomotive engineers are not subject, as a rule, to ocular delusions. When they are, their usefulness as engineers soon ceases. The Wichita (Kansas) Eagle however, tells an amusing story of one engineer who had such a delusion and presumably is still on his run. This is the story as the engineer told it:

“The first part of the incident I don’t remember much about. I will tell you just how I felt about it, which was this way: I felt my body swaying from side to side and a terrifying forward and back motion. There was something wrong. I had a fleeting vision of a face. It was the face of a woman and the most beautiful woman I ever saw. It was my wife. There she was, right on the rails.

“When the train began to slow down, the fireman peered into my face, and said: ‘My God; Hodgead, what is the matter?’ I could not answer, and only murmured something that I could not catch myself. The fireman jumped to the ground and looked over the wheels and engine. I finally asked him if there was much blood. ‘Blood!’ he replied. “What are you talking about?’

“I came to my senses with a start. Jumping from the cab, I ran back along the track to the spot where I first saw the face of my wife, and looked for the body. What bothered me was how on earth she came to be in the eastern part of the State when we lived in Wichita. The conductor came out and asked me what was the matter. I re​sponded with the request for his help to find her. ‘Her!’ he said. ‘What her?’ This made me mad. I grew furious. Running back to the engine, I reached up in the cab for a lantern, and as I stepped out in front to look for blood on the cowcatcher I happened to glance up at the cab and saw something that let me down about two inches in my shoes. It was my wife’s face in the window.

“Get on!’ I bawled out to the train-crew. I have found it."  They did, and I jumped to the cab all trembling with emotion. I got busy right away and found that the picture of my wife that had always hung from the ceiling of the cab had become loosened by the rough track and was flopping about by one small string. The face I saw in the window was a reflection, and the smoky glass helped to fool me. I can tell you I felt better.”

What’s In A Name?

Everything thought the section boss who turned president Gllmore’s letter of dismissal into a pass.

Men have been known who were hard to fire.  The man is a genius though, who can turn a letter of dismissal to his own advantage and keep his job at the same time.  The Boston Herald has found such a man:

A story is told of how the late ex-Governor Joseph A. Gilmore, of New Hampshire, when he was superintendent of the Concord and Claremont Railroad, once wrote a letter to one of his section bosses who had done something to displease him.  All the man could make out was the date and Superintendent Gilmore’s signature.

Some time afterward, being in Concord, the man went to call on the superintendent at his office.  “Hello, John! How do you do?” said Mr. Gilmore. “Well, what are you doing now?”

“Why, I’m up here at the same place on the section, Mr. Gilmore" replied John.

“What! “ said Mr. Gilmore, “didn’t you get a letter from me?” naming the date.

“Why, yes, certainly,” answered John.

“Well, didn’t you know that that was a letter of dismissal?

“Letter of dismissal!“ cried the astonished John.  “No! I couldn’t make it out, except that it was from headquarters and signed by you, sir.  But after some study I concluded it was a pass.  As none of the conductors on the road could read it, they all accepted my statement that it was a pass from Mr. Gilmore, and I have been riding on it ever since.

John kept his place on the section.

railroadstories@mindspring.com

Study Shows How Freight Rail Can Ease Highway Gridlock

A new study of 49 major cities shows that freight rail can help reduce gridlock. The study reports that if by 2025, 25 percent of freight volume is shifted from road to rail, commuters across America could save an average of 44 hours each year.

The same shift would both save each commuter an average of 257 gallons of fuel each year and reduce congestion costs by an average of $620 per household each year in the cities studied. From aar.org and tomorrowsrailroads.org

From the Miami Chapter Newsletter

FLORIDA CURIOSITIES, a book on Florida folklore, lists a Palatka landmark, ANGELS DINER, as Florida’s oldest diner and occupies a former rail car in downtown Palatka.  We'd love to get the rail car background.  The diner has a ten stool counter and six tables, plenty of nostalgia and the pusalows are to die for.  A pusalow is made with chocolate milk, vanilla syrup and crushed ice.  A black bottom sandwich consists of bacon, scrambled eggs and hamburger mixed together, grilled, and served on a bun.

CSX Looks at Rolling Out of the Region

So goes the story as it appeared in THE SOUTH FLORIDA BUSINESS JOURNAL for July 23 - 29.  CSX is currently engaged in a restructuring mode by looking at some of the lines it believes could be more efficient, possibly making those available to shortline operators.  We are talking about trackage from Auburndale to Mangonia Park (WPB) and to Homestead.  System wide about 1,200 miles of track is being discussed for sale.  Earlier in July, Moody’s Investors Service affirmed its rating on CSX’s debt, but lowered its outlook to “negative” from “stable.”  The ratings agency said the outlook reflected the railroad company’s under-performing expectations and its high debt.

Both FEC and RailAmerica are leading contenders for operating this line.  CSX Intermodal has been working with the FEC for some years now.  Whatever goes down, the status quo will be held for existing services such as AMTRAK.  It could possibly end up with the State of Florida purchasing the real estate with CSX retaining operating status such as exists with the TriRail portion.  This is, of course, far out speculation, as it would not be operating as an authority such as TriRail.

Stack Talk May 2005 by Neil Moran

China:
Still making headlines.  Make no mistake about it, there still plenty of steam in Inner Mongolia but you must do a little more traveling now than in the past.  If by chance you have not been there, by all means make your plans while these pockets of steam still exist.  The loss of steam over Jing Peng Pass has gotten a lot of attention due to its dramatic, picturesque, and easy access.  This was part of the last mainline steam operation called Jitong Line.

As far as I know steam will continue to operate between Daban and Chabuga using the QJ 2-1 0-2s into the summer months.  Many trains in this section will still be double headed.  Here alone is a great experience to witness massive 2-1 0-2s pulling both freight and passenger trains.  You can also visit Tiefa and the area surrounding it to see Mikados 2-8-2s passing through its massive yards and station with freight and passenger trains.  Days can be spent photographing this locale.

No more can you view steam between Daban and Hasoluku, that ended in March.  This also goes for the division between Daban and Benhong.  That ended last month.  However, the line to Lindong still has plenty of QJ’s running, some even double heading 8-to 10 trains a day in each direction.  A place to be!  In Daban there is still enough steam action to keep you well interested.  Overhauls are still being done on about 6 or 7 QJ’s per week.  You can chase these engines out of Daban to Chaganhada.  There is an average of 12 trains between 7:30 AM and 6:30 PM.

Many industries still have steam, such as the Pingzhang coal railway, and the Yuanbaoshan coal railway that also has one passenger train running twice a day to accommodate the miners to and from the mines.  Then there is the Meihekow coal railway and also Yima Railway all still using various types of steam power.  Unfortunately there was a tragic coal mine disaster at the Sunjian coal mining operation.  An underground gas explosion killed over 200 workers and so now denying you access to that location.  Proving their safety regulations are much more lax than ours.  As you can see China still relies on coal for 70% of its energy needs.  So all is not lost to find steam in Inner Mongolia.  But do not tarry. .  Haste makes waste!

We now make the big jump back across the Pacific to Vancouver, British Columbia.  Back in February I reported that the West Coast Railway Association had received a grant of $110,000 from the Western Economic Diversification of Canada to help in rebuilding #2860 (Royal Hudson).  I am happy to report $125,000 has been donated anonymously, which should put the rebuilding of this graceful locomotive over the top.  Whoever this donor is, let us give three cheers and a hip hip hooray!  Hopefully, now the West Coast Railway Association can go ahead and rebuild #2860 by the year 2006.

Our next stop is Kamloops, BC.  The Consol #2 141, slated to make several excursions out of that town, has been moved to Stettler, Alberta for some repairs.  Stettler has the machinery and the manpower to repair this engine.  This is no major repair project, so it won’t take too long to have her returned to Kamloops.  The Consol was scheduled to meet the #2816 on her eastward journey to Calgary at the station.  This should be a wonderful opportunity to look at both locomotives, side by side.

The Alberta Prairie Railroad in Stettler, Alberta has sent their 2005 steam schedule to me.  They kickoff their steam program on Saturday, May 14 with a trip down to Big Valley.  The train departs at 2:30 PM and returns at 7:30 PM.  The second excursion is on Saturday May 21 departing at 11 am and returning at 4 PM.  This will be a special dinner train with all the “fixin’s” plus a tour of the Museum and roundhouse.  Next stop is another trip to Big Valley on both May 28 and 29.  The trip on the 28th features an original musical comedy at a local building, upscale buffet, and onboard entertainment.  The 29th features a full-scale roast beef luncheon at Big Valley.  Departure on Saturday the 28th is at 2:30 and on the 29th at 11 am.

In June, the schedule calls for trips on June 4 and 5, June 11 and 12, along with a special excursion on Wednesday June 15.  This will be a German choir special with visitors from Germany.  Other trips are carded for June 18, Friday June 24, 25, 26 and the final trip in June on the 30th~ As you can see, lots of steam action on this line and there is still July and August to report.  Most of the steam trips will be powered by #41, a 1920 Baldwin 2-8-0. Bullet Nose Betty, former CN Mountain Class, will also participate on many of these runs.  #6060 is presently owned by the Rocky Mountain Rail Society and looks to be in fine shape for the coming season.  For more details call 403-742-2811 or e-mail

Heading west to Portland, Oregon it seems the NRHS Convention has really run into a serious problem about getting big steam power to the “City of Roses”. As of this writing, April 1st no contracts have been signed with the City of Portland and BNSF to run any excursions. To make matters worse “Trains Unlimited” has cancelled its trip out of Vancouver, B .C. down to Portland powered by the #2816.  No doubt the annoying insurance problem has shot that down.  The only remaining hope that big steam may appear in Portland lies in the hands of Union Pacific sending their newly restored #8444 or their Challenger #3985 and possibly both engines double-heading out of Cheyenne, Wyoming.  But this trip is tentative at best.  The NRHS Chapter in Portland will have to pull a rabbit out of the hat at this point in time.

Much better news out of Minneapolis, Minnesota about the Milwaukee Road 4-8-4 #261. The Friends of the #261 and Lake Superior Railroad Museum have combined to sponsor a two-day excursion out of Minneapolis to Duluth, Minn. over BNSF trackage.  On May 21 and 22 this train will depart with air-conditioned coaches, along with first class accommodations and premium service in Skytop Lounge Car “Cedar Rapids” along with a full length dome car.  Upon arrival in Duluth there will be an optional side trip up to Twin Harbors.  Steve Sandburg and his crew always manage to have this good-looking Northern in the best condition possible.  Right around this season there will be other excursions planned with the #261.  To order tickets, write the Friends of #261 at 4322 Lakepoint Court Shoreview Minn., 55126.

Not to be overlooked are the upcoming railfan weekends down at Cass, West Virginia.  By the time you read this they will have had on April 29th and 30th and May 1st the first of three railfan weekends completed.  However, on May 13 -15 a photo special with multiple Shays will be primed and rearing to go.  They will use authentic log cars and equipment with the locomotives lettered Mower Lumber Company.  Included in this weekend will be a three Shay engine race, log loading demonstrations, night photo sessions and many other activities.  Carl Franz is running this operation, which means photo runbys galore.  For further information on this weekend call Carl Franz at 301-942-6197.

On May 20-22 a “Titans of the Mountains” railfan weekend will be sponsored by the Mountain State Railroad and Logging Historical Association.  It features three days of Shays with lots of whistle blowing by expert engineers who know how to play a tune with those five chime whistles.  On Friday May 20 they head up to Whittaker for a short run then return to help celebrate the centennial of Shay #5 later that afternoon.  Saturday is off to Spruce, and on Sunday the final trip up to Bald Knob.  For further information write RFW, 6304 Kaybro Street Laurel, Md. 20707.

BIG BOY ON THE MOVE! Back on March 13 former Union Pacific #4023 was moved albeit very carefully from its original location, the Durham Western Heritage Museum located along South Tenth Street in Omaha, Neb. to its new location in Kenefick Park at Lauritzen Gardens.  The locomotive 132 feet long and weighing 540,000 pounds was moved at a speed at 3 mph to its new home.  Big Boy was lifted onto a special truck which had 444 wheels on it along with 18 dollies.  The tender followed on a flatbed which had 48 wheels under it.  This trip of a mile and a half took several days.  The tortuous trip had further complications when it was crossing the BNSF mainline on a temporary road.  This mishap closed the BNSF railroad for eight hours.  Later that weekend the Big Boy did some street running through the streets of Omaha, and what a sight that must have been.  From what I understand, several were rubbing their eyes in disbelief.

Our last stop is an update on the serious problems plaguing the Western Maryland Railroad.  The Cumberland Times-News reported that state and local officials decided to terminate railroad after 2005.  This brought an onslaught of protest from steam fans all over the country.  Most of the former Western Maryland Cumberland extension that ran between Connellsville, Pa. and Cumberland, Md. has been converted to a hiking and biking trail after abandonment by the Chessie System in 1980.  Now, only a single track remains between Cumberland and Frostburg.  Trail enthusiasts now want this remaining right of way.  Steam fans say “NO WAY!”  At one time the trail and railroad groups were in agreement.  Later safety conflicts arose about having pedestrians and bikers so close together especially through Brush Tunnel.  In 2004 work started to move the track to the west side of the right of way between Woodcock Hollow Road and switch #9.  On February 17 state transportation officials along with the Allegheny County Chamber of Commerce ruled the track would be re-laid to allow one more season of service to Frostburg but that would be the end.  Fortunately, public support for the railroad has been overwhelming. In a recent poll by the Times-News it showed about 70% of the readers were in favor of the railroad.  Now hearing the response, a committee has been formed to formulate a five-year plan to keep the WMSR running.  Yes, Virginia there is a Santa Claus.  As they say in radio “Stay tuned!”

Special thanks to the following who took the time to send me the news you just read. Steve Barry (Railroad and Railfan Magazine), John Biehn (Dayton RR Society), Ed Emery (Toronto, Canada), John Reilly (RRE-NY), and your most humble servant in steam.

UNTIL OUR TRACKS CROSS AGAIN
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