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MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 2007 MEETING 

Chapter President Walter Smith called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM on July 13, 2007.  Thirteen members and one guest, Liz Sowden, were present.  Walt began the meeting with comments on the recent success of commuter rail in central Florida and how politics can affect the success of commuter rail projects.

Vice President Hall Greenlee circulated photos taken on his trip to the NRHS national convention in Detroit.  In conjunction with the convention, the Huckleberry railroad and two large scale railroads.

Treasurer’s Report –Bob Selle presented the treasurers report.  Don Pirson moved to approve the report.  Ed Anthony seconded the motion.  The motion passed by show of hand.

Approval of Minutes –The Secretary called for additions, corrections or comments to the June minutes as published in the “Champion”.  Don Pirson moved to approve the minutes as published.  Jim Carter seconded the motion.  The motion passed by show of hands.

Old Business:

Hal Greenlee brought up the annual dinner meeting.  Hal indicated that he had spoken with the new owner of the “Fabulous Fifties” diner who expressed an interest in hosting our dinner meeting as before.  Hal said that dinner would be pay at the door as before and that he would have the menu set up for the September newsletter.  (See below)

There are a few books left from those donated to the chapter.  Then Walt suggested that if anyone wanted one of the books left they could have it.  A donation to the chapter’s treasury would be appreciated.  The remaining books will go to the Friends of the Library for sale.

New Business:

· The library will be closed as last year on our October meeting date for a “service day”.  The alternative dates offered by the library were not attractive.

At the last meeting, the writer reported that the Program Chairman for the Central Florida chapter had expressed an interest in holding a joint meeting.  The writer suggested that October might be an opportune time for a joint meeting and that he would contact the Central Florida chapter regarding holding a joint meeting if there was interest in doing that.

During the discussion that followed there was general interest expressed by our chapter members in going to Winter Garden for the meeting.  Walt Smith said that he would take his slides from the original AutoTrain to present as a program.  There was further discussion regarding car-pooling arrangements for the Winter Garden trip.  

· Hal Greenlee brought up the subject of the dinner meeting speaker.  Hal proposed inviting an FEC Engineer that he had met on an internet discussion group to speak to us regarding current FEC operations.

The writer proposed inviting Ed Vosatka to speak.  Ed is a former chapter member, an expert on the Union Cypress lumber mill, and a contributor to the Brevard Historical Commission Journal.

· The writer also brought up the fact that no one has borrowed any videos from the chapter library in a couple of years and asked for suggestions as what should be done with them.  Suggests were to raffle them off, distribute them to the members for a small donation and to give them to the library.  The conclusion of discussion was that the video tapes would be distributed to chapter members on a first come first served basis.  A donation to the chapter treasury will be appreciated.

Reports & Announcements:

Program
Dave Klein showed a video on the Boston and Maine.

ANNUAL DINNER MEETING MENU
Entrée:


Baked Chicken


Fried Catfish


New York Strip Steak (6 oz)

Two Sides:

Soup


Salad


Vegetable
Dessert: TBD

STACK TALK, September 2007, Neil Moran

How quickly the days have gone by. Summer is almost over, and it is back to the routine of getting out steam news once again

CHINA:

We will start with news from China.  On a recent tour from Germany they traveled to Beipiao and found several SY class 2-8-2s working in the yards.  To their surprise a couple of QJs, 2-l0-2s, were seen pulling freights between Beipiao and Yebaishow on one of the main lines.  However, by the time you read this, I am afraid the two remaining QJs will have been removed as diesel power is being brought in.  As far as the SY class Mikados are concerned, they look to be safe at least into 2008.

A treasure chest of steam was found by this same group when they arrived at the Jixi Coal Mining Railroad.  It was like striking the mother lode! The line is made of four systems, one busier than the other is.  To add the enjoyment, each line has double-headed steam.  If you think traveling to China is not worth your time, you couldn’t be more mistaken.  Double-headers blasting upgrade out of Jixi towards mining areas of Beichang, Dongchang and Zhengya are a delight to the senses.  This is an empire of steam.  One can stand just outside the Jixi yards and mining facilities photographing the two SYs starting out with many slips, as there rails are wet due to a constant mist that falls almost each morning.  For the steam fan, it is music to his ears.  Both engines try desperately to gain their legs, but it is a tough go.  The grade is about one and a half percent and the engines really have to work, and that is only a portion of the struggle.  At all coal mining areas locomotives strain and struggle to bring the coal back from the aforementioned sites.  The nicest thing about all this is that the crews are very cooperative to all visitors.  All told, there are about twenty-five Mikados on the property, and five are kept in reserve.  Eight SYs are used on the Chengzihe line four on the Didao line, four more on the Nanpiao operation, and two on the Lishu run.  Photo opportunities abound on every line as the trains move at about 15 mph.  Opportunities also exist at the workshop in Jixi and the station.  Typical of China, always remember to bring extra Yuang.  About 100 Yuang will do it here, and they will treat you like a king.

Baotou was the last stop on this tour that lasted eight days.  This is a very busy steel factory.  As you enter the depot area, there are generally three to four SY class Mikados either working the yards or getting ready for a busy day taking on water and coal.  This particular day the group saw ten Mikados and two decorated engines, but these engines disappeared soon after.  Under the blast furnaces were six SY classes pulling and pushing small consists of slag.  After filling the cars, you can watch them head up to the slag dumps. If you wish, you could follow the freights to the slag dumps on foot.  Strangely enough, nobody bothers you for any money including cab rides.  Very rare for China!  You can walk around the facilities without question and take all the photos you wish.  As stated above for those of you who think it is not worth traveling to China since the QJs have left the Ji Tong Railway, you should understand there is still a wealth of steam activity over there.  For further information on tours to China, check “Far Rail Tours”.
UNITED KINGDOM:

Let’s head for York, England and some frustrating news.  The return to service of the famous “Flying Scotsman” steam locomotive has been delayed a year due to a shortage of raw materials.  The famous 4-6-2 was built in 1923 gained fame when in 1934 it became the first steam locomotive to be officially recorded as traveling at 100 mph.  The “Flying Scotsman” once hauled express trains between London and Edinburgh on the London North Eastern Railway, and traveled 2,000,000 miles in her career.  lt is now owned by the National Railway Museum in York.
Presently, the Pacific is in pieces as expert work on her to return her to service.  Originally, it was thought that work would be completed by the end of this year with a gallant return to service in January 2008.  Following discussions between the NRM and contractors, the Museum announced estimated completion would occur around December 2008, with the locomotive ready to run in January 2009.  

While examining the engine the Museum work force discovered the firebox needed more extensive work than first anticipated, due to a shortage of the special type of copper involved. The material has recently arrived and was ready for pressing by a special firm in Devon, not far from York.  The group feels it is crucial that they have the correct copper to continue the reconstruction.  Work on the wheels and chassis is under way at the museum, while the boiler has been sent to another specialist firm.

UNITED STATES:

Well, it had to happen: simply put things could not go on the way the restoration project was going.  The soap opera or the ballad of the K4 #1361 ended during the middle of July.  The Railroaders Memorial Museum announced that they were temporarily suspending work on the Pennsy K4.  Sad but true!!  This was due to the serious delays of the restoration project and the concerns about the structural integrity of the K4’s boiler.  Scott Cessna, President and CEO of the Railroaders’ Memorial Museum said “We regret making this decision, but based on information by current employees and contributors, as well as financial consultants we had to cease restoration.”  He further stated “This will allow, once and for all, the proper testing, repairs, and documentation of the work necessary to bring #1361‘s boiler into compliance with Federal Railroad Administration Regulations.

Vendors who helped perform the work will be paid and that amounts to a considerable fee.  State officials in Harrisburg, related to this project, claim the existing funding is secure.  Any level of additional funding will now have to be approved by the Commonwealth.  When and if work resumes, it will be at Altoona not at Steamtown.  The Museum’s Board of Trustees decided the work would be performed at the new Harry Bennett Center, the Museum’s roundhouse complex, currently under construction.  This will allow us to carefully watch the restoration as it is done.  The Museum has completed the turntable installation and will shortly award the contract for the completion of the roundhouse itself.  The saddest part of the whole effort is that the K4 project has gone on for over ten years.  Over two million dollars has been spent on this restoration.  During a recent examination of the locomotive’s boiler, the area around the belpaire boiler found the sheet was too thin to allow the required safety factor to operate under pressure.  The roof sheet must comply with the FRA regulations.  In other words, it was not done right as other sections of the locomotive were in the same condition.  Many people have expressed their opinions on this long exhausting soap opera. They all agree the engine should have been sent to the Strasburg Railroad repair shops ten years ago.  It certainly would have been finished with in a year’s time and we could have been enjoying the K4 under steam for all that period of time.  Now who knows!!

We now move to our regular format of steam news from around the country.  The Durango & Silverton RR very recently had a serious mudslide caused by heavy rains in July.  Two trains were forced to turn around on Sunday July 22nd, and cancel service to Silverton for several days.  Both trains had already pulled out of Durango when the crews discovered the mudslide and luckily, they were able to stop in time at milepost 485.5 just beyond Needleton.  The track was buried in mud from a large slide that covered over two hundred feet.  Both steam trains then backed up to the Cascade Wye and turned on the wye for the return trip.  It took three days for the crews to clean the area and replace the track.  Riders had the option of getting a partial refund or tickets on another day after the cleanup was completed.

In other news, the D&S began burning wood pellets in its locomotives when they sit over night at the roundhouse area.  The railroad began burning the hard wood pellets June 29 after owner Al Harper reached an agreement with the “Train Smoke Mitigation Task Force”, a group examining ways to reduce smoke emissions from narrow-gauge steam locomotives.  The D&S now burns about 1,000 lbs of wood pellets every night in each of the four engines it keeps under steam.  The railroad loosed quite a bit of money in this case.  Pellets cost $I50/ton, while coal costs only $59.80/ton.  Mr. Harper has definitely no intention of abandoning the use of coal for its trips to Silverton.  He stated “Historic accuracy is at stake here and that means using coal.” Bravo, Mr. Harper!!

Don’t forget the four days of special steam trains that will be in use from Sept. 26-29.  Former D&RGW #315 is slated to make her debut at this festival.  Rocky Mountain RR Club is sponsoring these trips and is repainting the San Juan cars back to Pullman green with lettering appropriate to the late l930s.  In addition, the K-28 Mikados in use will have proper late 1930s lettering.  Should be some kind of steam jamboree!!!

We quickly move to Steamtown, Scranton, Pa.  They recently announced they are operating a “Lackawanna Railfest 2007”.  This event will be held from Nov. 2-4, 2007.  The National Park Service said the planned activities will include visiting locomotives and equipment other steam operations.  Trolley rides, along with mainline excursions, photo runs, and a night photo session are also on the menu.  A banquet will be held at the Radisson Lackawanna Station in downtown Scranton.  This neo-classic railroad station was built back in 1908 and is widely considered one of the most beautiful railroad stations in the East.  I will update you as events and activities become definite.

We move to the New York Susquehanna & Western Technical Historical Society.  They will sponsor a railfan weekend on Sept. 22-23, 2007 on the Belvedere & Delaware River Railway out of Phillipsburg, New Jersey.  Featured will be Susquehanna #142 a 2-8-2 SY class originally built by the Tang Shan Locomotive Works in 1998.  This locomotive also ran on the Valley Railroad in Connecticut for several years.  The Bel-Del River RR operates over six miles on former Pennsylvania railroad track along the Delaware River.  On Saturday Sept. 23, passenger trains will depart the Phillipsburg station at 11 AM, 12:30 PM, 4 PM, and 5:30 PM.  That evening a special photo freight departs at 7 PM, the fee is $30, which includes an evening of nighttime photo runbys.  Nighttime photos are done with strobes and floodlights, along with antique cars that will add to the historical atmosphere.  Sunday Sept. 24 departures out of Phillipsburg are as follows: 11 AM, 12:30 PM, 4 PM and 5:30 PM.  Fee for each entire day is $45.  Contact N.Y Susquehanna & Western Technical Society at P.O. Box 121 Rochelle Park NJ 07662-0121 or Tel. 201-845-7181 and fax 201-845-9182.

We finish with one for the books.  As we head to San Luis and Rio Grande RR.  Since operations started back over the Memorial Day weekend a problem also started to develop with the steam engine.  It seems the locomotive is using a lot of water when she runs.  So much so that the town of La Vita threatened to stop supplying the water.  This decision came after La Vita’s Water Commissioner Doug Brgoch discovered that the water the town was selling to the train was intended for agricultural use only.  This situation reached crisis proportions in July, the height of the tourism season.  At that time, a tank car would be needed, but it would have to be washed inside, filled and outfitted with a pump and hose in order to get the steam train up and over La Vita Pass.  This would have cost about $60,000.  The railroad at that time was not interested in buying such a car.  Ken Bitten, director of passenger’s service, said, “We have a published schedule and a commitment to the public that we intend to honor.”  In addition, since the train started in May, the railroad and the town have argued over everything from allegedly inconsistent train schedules and hungry passengers who arrive to find CLOSED signs outside of restaurants and other businesses.

Fortunately, at a town meeting on July 24 it was decided to allow the railroad to use the town’s water supply.  It will sell the railroad water, but it will be treated water instead of raw water.  The Mayor said the railroad would have to find another source when the contract ends on Oct. 31.  Meanwhile at Alamosa, since the train has started to run motel space is at a premium on weekends.  Many tourists have been turned away due to lack of accommodations.  This has caused the Chamber of Commerce and local officials to ask local citizens if they can put visitors for a couple of days.  Ahh, the power of steam!!

Special thanks to John Biehn (Dayton RR Society), John Reilly (RRE-NY), Rich Taylor (NRHS NJ), and from your most humble servant in steam.

THE ELECTRIC NOTEPAD by Dave Klein

Well, your intrepid reporter has recently returned from a well deserved (?) vacation.  I was again visiting my family in the Big Apple (and refill my larder with real salsa; question: what is the low-fat version of a larder?)  Among the places visited in my spare time was the new light rail system running just across the Hudson River in NJ.  I used the PATH trains from NYC’s Penn Station area to World Famous Hoboken, rode the new light rail cars, and took some pictures.  The new cars are almost identical to the ones used in the Newark City Subway (didn’t have the time this trip, maybe next) that replaced the PCC’s there; the new cars were quieter on the staightaways but squealed around the curves.  I guess they don’t have PCC-type resilient wheels.

When I returned to Florida, I had to check my calendar again: school hadn’t started yet, but there was Halloween stuff in all of the stores, and at my local Hallmark card store was a musical elf toy that sang Jingle Bells!  Speaking of Hallmark, I checked their ornament display for this year.  The “N-scale” stuff is a trio in Freedom Train colors: a PA diesel ($18), a sleeper ($12.50), and an observation ($12.50).  The “Z-scale” item is a Pennsy 0-6-0 switcher with a sloped-back tender, also for $12.50.  All were licensed from Lionel.  Books-A-Million was the only bookstore with a RR-specific calendar, but stay tuned; the all-calendar kiosk isn’t in the malls yet.

By the time this gets to you, you’ll have missed the September Eau Gallie Train Show (shame on you!)  The next one is December 1st, just in time to buy some more Thomas items!  If you thought that you’ve had enough of Thomas during Christmas time, what would you think about “Underground Ernie”?  The people that brought you Thomas are looking into a successful children’s show about subway cars!  The show is on South African TV, and uses mostly London rolling stock, but has “characters” from Brooklyn, Moscow, Osaka, Sydney, and Paris.  Pictures of the model railroad versions can be Googled directly or via Bachmann’s UK site.

Over the years, I’ve mentioned on these pages, my memberships in three trolley museums and suggested that all types of RR museums could use your support (hint, hint!).  I’ve also told you about the all-day trips to Staten Island where I scraped paint and applied primer to keep rust away from a group of cars belonging to The Trolley Museum of New York.  After many false starts, the cars wound up in Kingston, NY and a group there has been slowly continuing that effort.  Now I get my copy of The Tripper (from the Shoreline Trolley Museum in Branford, CT) and read that one of those TMNY cars has been donated to Branford!  Atlantic City Transportation Co. number 250, (Brill, 1917), a car that also once ran in Philadelphia and my home town of Far Rockaway, NY, will eventually be in Connecticut.  Over the years, when I lived in New England, I did spend Saturdays scraping paint on a few cars that I eventually rode in.  Because of my other commitments (like a job!), my later support was in the form of dollars.  Now, there just might be a chance that I would be able to ride in another car that I helped preserve fifty years ago!  Go figure.  (Also donated was PSNJ 5245, a 34-ton double truck snowplow that was rarely used.  It was stored in the Newark City Subway tunnels for nearly 50 years because of concerns that the Orange St. overpass wouldn’t hold it; the fact that it couldn’t go around the PCC loop at Franklin Ave. probably had something to do with it, too.)

By the time you read this (early September), the latest issue of Trains magazine should be on the newsstand; it is supposed to have a cover story of the FEC and how it is doing and (probably) how the new ownership will affect the RR.  In addition, coming up is the 2007 Trolley Meet of The Electric Railway Clubs of Florida (Oct.12-14) at the John Knox Village in Orange City; see me for more info.  Until next time, keep well.

TRAIN STORIES AND NEWS

A GREAT AMTRAK TRIP on FRIDAY the 13th, By Ken Murdock

Clarence Hurt, Al Sharp and I had been talking about taking an Amtrak trip to Miami and riding on Tri-Rail for about a year and we finalized the plans on two days notice and took off. We left from the Orlando Amtrak station on the Silver Star on Friday, July 13th.  Riding Amtrak anytime is a major adventure, but on Friday the 13th, I was a bit apprehensive.  The Star left Orlando at about 11:40 AM, a little over an hour late, which is actually early for Amtrak, and headed for Tampa on the old ACL mainline with intermediate stops in Kissimmee and Lakeland.  The consist included two Genesis locomotives (both facing forward as per the old Seaboard tradition), a Heritage baggage car, three View Liner sleepers, a Heritage dining car, an Amfleet lounge car and four Amfleet coaches.

We immediately headed for the dining car for lunch.  The unanimous choice was their Angus Burger which was quite good.  The food can’t compare to that served on the Inland Lakes Dinner Train but it’s a great feeling eating in the diner while traveling at 79 miles per hour.  The run to Tampa was uneventful but we noticed that the track from Auburndale to Tampa was much rougher than a year ago when we last made a Tampa round trip.  After the backup move into Tampa Union Station the Star loaded passengers (probably more than 100) and was off to Miami with intermediate stops in Lakeland (yes, again), Winter Haven, Sebring, Okeechobee, West Palm Beach, Delray Beach, Deerfield Beach, Ft. Lauderdale and Hollywood. 

The old Seaboard mainline from Auburndale south was in very good condition and judging from the mountains of old ties along the right-of-way, major upgrading had recently taken place.  With two locomotives, the train had plenty of power and could get up to track speed from a standing start very quickly.  With other traffic on the line, the Star was unable to make up any time but it didn’t lose any either. 

Our plan was to transfer from the Miami Amtrak station to the Tri-Rail Metrorail station, about a 3-block walk, and return north to Deerfield Beach to spend the night.  This is the last station where a Tri-Rail connection can be made with Amtrak.  We wanted the experience of a ride on Tri-Rail and this seemed like the best way to do it within the limited time that we had.  Due to the Star running about an hour late, we would have missed the 7:57 PM Tri-Rail departure from the Metrorail station.  We didn’t want to wait for the 9:27 PM Tri-Rail, the last northbound for the day, so we elected to get off at Hollywood. 

Upon arriving in Hollywood, we immediately went to the elevator to go up and across the bridge to the northbound tracks where we expected to buy our tickets and wait for our train.  Yes, you guessed it.  The automated ticket machines were only on the southbound side!  Being the youngest, I volunteered to go back over the bridge to get tickets.  The experience running up and down the stairs (quicker than the elevators) and of buying three tickets from an automated machine, of which I was unfamiliar, with less than 10 minutes to do it, almost gave me a coronary.  As I was crossing back over the bridge, I could see the headlight of our train rapidly approaching.  Tri-Rail was not late! 

We promptly boarded the 8:16 PM back to Deerfield Beach and went to the upper level of the bi-level car.  The train was in the push mode with the cabcar in the lead, two additional coaches and the locomotive pushing.  Our engineer was a female, probably younger than 30.  She handled the train very well.  She must have departed the stations in run 8 because she got it up to track speed very quickly. 

The entire Tri-Rail corridor is now double track and the new second track uses concrete ties, as well as parts of the original single track.  The ride was very smooth.  We also got to ride both ways over the new 55 foot high, 3,692-foot long bridge (no draw span) over the New River. This bridge, immediately north of Ft. Lauderdale, was completed in April at a cost of $78 million.  Freights still use the old drawbridge, which remains open until a train approaches.  The old bridge had posed a major bottleneck for Tri-Rail’s 30 trains per day and Amtrak’s 4.

Earlier this year Tri-Rail finished phase 5, a $333.8 million major upgrade to their entire 72-mile corridor.  This included 43.5 miles of double track and the New River Bridge mentioned earlier plus 11 new bridges, 13 replaced or renovated bridges, 10 renovated stations and 70 grade crossings upgraded with full enclosures.  This also included the purchase of five new locomotives and two cabcars, which has allowed train frequency to be increased from 30 to 40 trains per day. 

We arrived in Deerfield Beach and could see our motel, the Holiday Park, from the station.  Al had made a good motel choice in spite of all of the kidding he had gotten from Clarence and me because the low room rate.  We choose Deerfield Beach because it has a joint Amtrak and Tri-Rail station and has the motel within easy walking distance.  The Amtrak agent was still on duty (he was waiting for the very late Meteor) so we went in and changed our tickets to the Silver Meteor for the return the next day, thus avoiding backtracking to Tampa again.  The Amtrak agent was a railfan and had his personal N gauge layout behind the counter.  There is also a railroad museum and model railroad club layout in the former SAL depot, but it is only open to the public on Wednesday nights, so maybe next time.

On Saturday, the northbound Silver Meteor arrived in Deerfield Beach on time and pulled out on time at 8:20 AM.  The consist was the same equipment used on the Star the day before. Again, we headed to the diner for breakfast.  The Bob Evans’ Breakfast Scramble was the unanimous choice and it was quite good.

Being Saturday, traffic was light and we made good time on the return. We had to rush to finish our lunch, their Chicken Caesar Salad, before arriving in Orlando on time at 12:41 PM.  The trains were full both ways.  As we were pulling into Orlando, the car attendant announced that everyone must get their personal belongings from seats they weren’t occupying because 127 people would be boarding and all seats would be filled.

The trip was most enjoyable in every respect and we really didn’t have any complaints except for the fact that the diner wasn’t open for dinner on the southbound Star.  Considering that we left on Friday, the 13th   to ride Amtrak, you couldn’t ask for more than that.  Since we made this trip, the Star has been in two major accidents between Lakeland and Plant City, killing five in vehicles and derailing the entire train in the last collision.  Maybe Friday, the 13th isn’t so bad after all!
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From http://www.getcruising.com/rails/_fec.html
Florida East Coast Chapter, NRHS

P.O. Box 238293
Cocoa, Fl 32923


Next Meeting: Monday September 10, 7:00 PM

Central Brevard Library & Reference Center

308 Forrest Avenue, Cocoa, Fl 321 633-1792

Program: Hal Greenlee’s 2007 Convention Video
The EAST COAST CHAMPION


September 2007


 2007





De 2006





CHAPTER OFFICIERS


FLORIDA EAST COAST CHAPTER, NRHS





	President	Walter Smith	(321) 757-3349


	Vice-President	Hal Greenlee	(321) 636-3393


	Treasurer	Bob Selle	(321) 632-0944


	Recording Secretary	Harlan Hannah	(321) 636-7986


	Historian	Jerry Sheehan	(321) 452-8649


	Newsletter Editor (Interim)	Harlan Hannah	(321) 636 7986


	National Director	Tom Hammond	(321) 267-8339





	








9
1

