CLUB NOTICES

WELCOME to john skakal & family, of Nesconset who joined early last month.  Be sure to say hello & welcome them to the gang.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SUMMER TRAIN SHOW

The RR Museum of Long Island in Riverhead will hold its’ Annual RR Festival on Aug. 24-25, 10:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.  This Years theme is LIRR freight operations & will feature a garden Ry. display plus as a train show, live music & tours of the Museums’ equipment collection. Admission is $4/adult, $2 for children 5-13, & free for kids under 5.
Take the LIE to Exit 72 and follow Rte. 25 (Main Street) east for about 5 miles.  Bear left at Court Street (at the Riverhead
Public Library & the Suffolk County Historical Society), Take Court St. 2 blocks to the end and make a left.  The Visitor’s Center is across the tracks on your right.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Smoke N’ Cinders is the newsletter of the Long Island Garden Railway Society, Inc. and is published approx. 11 times/year.  The views & opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the editor, columnists, and authors, and not necessarily those of LIGRS.  
Material published in Smoke N’ Cinders may only be reproduced in other garden railway society newsletters and by other non-profit organizations if credit is given both to the author and Smoke N’ Cinders, and a copy of the publication in which the material was used is mailed the editor of Smoke N’ Cinders at  P.O. Box 2002, No. Massapequa, NY 11758-2002.  Otherwise, the use in whole or in part, of material published herein is prohibited and the material remains the property of LIGRS and the author.  
comments, phone calls and letters are always welcome.

Publication of advertisements shall in no way be construed as an endorsement of any product, manufacturer or reseller by the Long Island Garden Railway Society

Commercial Ads or Ads from Non-members for large scale or garden railway products are at a rate of $35.00/ full page, or $20.00/half page/issue and basically reimburses the club Treasury for postage expense.  Artwork is the responsibility of the advertiser.
Ads From Members for large scale or garden railway items are accepted at no charge and will run once. Ads may be repeated at the advertisers request, space permitting.  Ads should be submitted on a full-sized sheet of paper or on a 3.5” IBM formatted floppy disk in WordPerfect.  The deadline for ads will be the meeting prior to the next issue.

Correspondence should be directed to the appropriate individual or club officer by name and/or title at the following address: Long Island Garden Railway Society, Inc.

P.O. Box 2002, No. Massapequa, NY 11758-2002

PRESIDENT’S CORNER
Dear Folks,
I toasted the Summer Solstice this weekend so summer is legally upon us.  The temperatures are now in the 90's ... & I won’t even talk about the humidity.
I sure hope to see you all at the Annual Picnic at Henry Harris’.  It’s July 13th, with a rain date of the 14th.  Bring your family & friends!!  Bring a table & chairs or blanket to sit on, & of course, your camera.  There will be games of for the children, plus food fun & friends for all ages.  If you plan to ATTEND, be SURE to call Doug Munch so he’ll have an accurate head count - we don’t want to run out of burgers & franks.
The evening meeting at Doug Smiths’ was a great success.  Our thanks to Joanne & Doug for their hospitality.  If you haven’t visited Doug’s railway yet, it’s worth a trip.   Although I was impressed with many things, I thought Doug’s water features were wonderful.  Doug, I’ll be back!!
Tomorrow I’m leaving for the National Garden Ry. Convention in Cincinnati & really looking forward to it.  It’ll be one of the highlights of my year.  If you’ve never been to a Convention, you really must try to attend one.  You’ll be hooked!
Hope your summer is filled with fun & family.  Please be well.
Pete
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
JUNE MEETING – Bob Gibney

Doug Smith’s railway was in fine shape for the hearty (bug-fighting’) L.I.G.R.S. crew.  Although I’m a frequent visitor to Doug’s pike, I quite frequently find details I’ve missed.  But this time there were even more figures & vehicles to see, & the sight of trains runnin’ at night was a real treat!!  Thanks for all your hard work Doug, it’s much appreciated.
business meeting
VP Dave Smith chaired the meeting as Pete was delayed.
There was no business for discussion beyond mentioning the Annual Picnic on July 13th (with a rain date; July 14th).  
Remember to bring a table & chairs or a blanket to sit on, & remember to fill any empty soda bottle with water & let it freeze - it’s a way to hold costs down by not having to buy ice.  
 If you do plan to ATTEND, be SURE to give Doug Munch a call so he’ll have an accurate head count - we wouldn’t want to run out of food.
Marty Waisnor still has club shirts & jackets for sale. See him soon before the supply runs low.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
LIGRS BIOGRAPHY – Bob Cooke

Profile: HARRY HOLTGREWE             
Wife: SHARON
Harry & Sharon started smart, taking advantage of a standing offer to have LIGRS drop by for a Gandy Dancer party to get the railway going.  Although they started almost from scratch, “by 6 P. M. we had trains running,” Harry recalls. 
Today, the railway is a huge figure-8 enriched with a 12' tunnel carrying the mainline under a mountain.  Direct from the tunnel the ROW feeds onto a spectacular, 18' scratch-built trestle.  The trestle itself is a monument to enthusiasm, persistence & skill.  “Sharon spent a whole winter building that thing on our kitchen table.  Then we went out & installed it” as part of the expanding railway, he said.  As for gardening, so far they’ve installed a mini-forest of arborvitae at the foot of the mountain.
Unfortunately, due to other priorities - such as 10,000 bricks going down in the new driveway -- the railway has been sitting idle for about a year.  But this summer, Sharon & Harry plan to do some serious weeding, tune up the mainline & get back in business.  They have 6 locomotives - all but one are diesel -- plus a flock of freight cars & a passenger consist that’s headed up by a Baltimore & Ohio Pacific.  Only one loco is battery-powered.
Professionally, Harry is an architect deeply involved in construction. He’s currently involved in work on the new Southwest Airlines terminal at MacArthur airport.  Sharon is a customer service rep for Southern Container Inc.  The Holtgrewes live in Wheatley Heights and have 2 grown children, Heather & Chris.
Getting involved in the hobby was almost a natural fit, Harry said.  Since he was a boy, “I’ve always had trains.  Always Lionel ... which means they were always inside.  My dad actually built a big layout in the basement where we ran 6 trains on 3 loops.  But then I got married & we never seemed to have enough room for it indoors.”  While driving back & forth to, day-by-day, Harry would pass Trainland, a store with special magnetism if there ever was one.  Then about 5 years ago, he stopped to see about repairs to a locomotive.  “That’s when I saw an LGB display,” he said.  “I asked a woman at the counter where they run those big things; someone would need a really big basement.”  The answer: “No.  No.  Those are run outside.”  “I said to give me the name of a club, & that was it,” Harry recalled.  “The first person I spoke to was George Quiles. He invited us to the next meeting where we saw a really nice garden railway.”  In fact, says Harry, all the member’s railways he’s seen have been nice; “each one’s got something different & interesting.”

Of course, everyone approaches garden railroading in his or her own way, but for Harry, “it’s a hobby, not an obsession.”  Its’ to use & have fun with, to change & remodel, & entertain anyone who comes by.  They hope to do some “train entertaining” soon for the club, once they get things ship-shape & ready to go again.
As for advice to those just starting railways of their own, Harry says: “Get all the help you can from other club members.  
There’s no need to re-invent the wheel.  There are more than enough able bodies who want to get involved.”

Harry also offers help himself.  “If you need a backhoe, let me know.”   He means it!  With the power of the backhoe, Harry recently helped one member dig up an entire backyard full of overgrown shrubs.  “It would have taken him a week to do that with a shovel, but with the back-hoe we had it done in 4 hours.”

Now there’s an offer to keep in mind.
ON THE NATIONAL SCENE – Bob Sewall

Bob & Louise are off to the National Garden Ry. Convention this month & we can look forward to a complete report in next months’ On the National Scene.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

VIDEO REVIEW
AIR-BRUSH WEATHERING WITH MAC McCALLA
1999 (Queen Mary) Big Train Show

This is a video of a seminar on airbrushing which was given at the 1999 Queen Mary Show in Calif. which was presented by that Master of Weathering, Mac McCALLA.  -  Since then, Mac has delivered similar seminars at the ECLTS and I believe, at the last National Garden Railway Convention.
If you don’t know anything about air bushing (as I don’t), this video requires several ‘viewings’ to digest, but it’s well worth the effort.  -  Mac makes everything look so easy and the results are simply magnificent..., unless you’re one “of those” who believes that railroads had 24-hour-a-day washing & waxing crews to keep everything clean & shiny.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


ORGANICALLY SPEAKING – Bob Weschler

#9 of the “10 P’s of Garden Management”; PREVENT - Prevent waste of everything involved in your garden.  Maintain a compost heap or bury waste directly in garden beds.
Although all of the “10 P’s: are helpful in achieving success in the garden, I’m convinced that this one is the most important.  It’s absolutely vital for the preservation of the earth, the environment & our health.  If every homeowner would save their kitchen wastes (except meat & fats), & save their garden waste, including leaves, grass clippings, weeds, clippings from pruning, etc., and return them to the soil, the earth would respond by producing healthy & nutritious plants, fruits & vegetables.  On a larger scale, every municipality should follow the example of the Townships of Brookhaven & Oyster bay, & the Village of Garden City.  Huge compost heaps are formed from all the leaves they collect in the fall, plus year-round additions from homeowner & landscapers, including tree limbs which are shredded into fine woodchips.  At Islip for example, the compost heaps extend as far as the eye can see.  They are carefully cared for by frequent watering vie specially equipped trucks.  Gigantic machinery is used to grind up the material into a finer material, to which some sand is added.  This “Black Gold” is then offered free for the taking to town residents.
Probably the greatest pleasure offered by our Garden Railway hobby comes from creating it.  To begin with an area composed solely of lawn or combination of lawn & garden and to see it gradually develop into a miniature world is truly a miracle.  Our imaginations run wild as we create beautiful vignettes - perhaps a town here & there; a farm complete w/ barn, house, livestock & machinery (don’t forget the outhouse); a circus; Indian village; coal mine; or  grist mill, etc.  Then there are the water features; ponds, streams & waterfalls., which provide perfect opportunities for the right-of-way to cross over them on all sorts of bridges & trestles, as well as the opportunity to grow the many different types of water plants.  Roads, vehicles & figures, both human & animal, all contribute to make your miniature world come alive.
The gardening aspect of the hobby presents many additional pleasures.  I’ve selected just 3 to illustrate my point.  first; to landscape a garden railway can be challenging, but oh so rewarding.  The joy in planting & caring for the plants & watching your trains wind their way around & through the garden is a relaxing & soul-quenching reward.
second; the sharing of our miniature world by showing our railways to individuals; friends (children & adults), or to groups (clubs) is a pleasure that mere words cannot describe.
And the third may need a bit of explaining.  I’m taking the liberty of using a suggestion by Barbara Abler, author of the “Plant Manager” column in the newsletter of the Columbus GRS.  Sharing plants with guests not only satisfies the joy of giving, but also offers the opportunity to see how appreciative people are to receive ‘home-grown’ plants.  As a garden railway matures, many plants get overcrowded & are in need of dividing.  With some more aggressive types, maybe they’ve appeared in undesirable places.  So dig them up & pot them to give a away to visitors, to the new garden railway at the RR Museum of L.I., or to other members of the club.
Now here’s Barbara’s idea for sharing.  Would every LIGRS member would take a walk around their railway & select a favorite plant.  Take a few moments to write a few lines describing it, whether a conifer you found that’s easy to make into a miniature tree; a ground cover that didn’t go wild; or perennials, annuals or alpines you particularly admire because of their shape, size, color, or some other feature.  Then send it to me & I’ll include it in a future “OS”.   (If you would include either the common name or Latin name for the plant, or even both, that would be very helpful ... and if you have more than one favorite, feel free to include them all.
Not only is this a great way to share what you’ve learned or found, but a way for more of the membership to contribute something to “Sn’C”.
Now a recent issue of the Columbus GRS newsletter featured responses from 11 members in just one issue.  We can do better, Right?  I’ll be checking the mailbox each day with great anticipation. Learning from all of you is part of the garden railroading experience ... and my sincere thanks to Barbara for a great idea.
And just for fun, here are 15 riddles for you to try & solve.  I found this in “Birds & Blooms” magazine.  All the answers are the common names for flowers. (If you’re completely stumped, the answers can be found elsewhere in this issue ... but no cheating!)
1.  How you might describe a silent person.
2.  A name for a lady who marries for riches.
3.  Everyone has these on their face.
4.  You might find these on a safari.
5.  A appropriate gift for a banker.
6.  Unmarried male fasteners.
7.  A country of automobile lovers.
8.  A good name for a guy’s biking club.
9.  He’s an awfully sugary Bill.
10.  They’re the dairy best blooms.
11.  A peevish fairy tale creature.
12.  A woman’s nightly footwear.
13.  They hate to wait.
14.  A fine-looking jungle ruler.
15.  A cross between a violin & a clarinet.
gardening chores for July & August;
July & August are the times in the garden for literally enjoying the fruits of your labors.  The perennials have either bloomed or will soon bloom (remember to remove the spent blossoms) and the annuals are blooming like there’s no tomorrow.  Be sure to take time to water.  The days are usually very hot & windy, which increase drying conditions.  In your spare time, get out & get rid of those pesky weeds.  The relax, do nothing else but enjoy the garden ... & keep those trains running! (Also, remember to write a description of your favorite plant for me.
If it weren’t for the last minute, nothing would get done.

From The Plant Man
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
TRACKSIDE VIEWS – Dave Smith

[Unfortunately, due to newsletter deadlines, my "What's New from the Nationals" won't appear until next month.]
Accucraft will be releasing a "Baby Shay" based on the Mich-Cal 2-truck Shay. It will initially be a live steam model but will later be released as an electric powered one. The "engine" of the live steam version is based on the very successful & reliable Ruby so I expect the Shay to steam well. This is an all brass model and the price is expected to be in the $1,100 range.
Speaking of "brass", the two major manufacturers of LS brass engines seem to be Berlyn and Accucraft (not including LGB limited run engines). A recent Internet discussion compared the two products. The summary seemed to indicate that Berlyn makes engines that are more highly detailed and therefore more "delicate". Too, it appears that due to the  "fine scale" nature of the Berlyn models, there seem to be more problems when running the engines in an outdoor environment. However, for "looks" they can't be beat!  Accucraft, on the other hand, makes "operating" locomotives. You may not get the number of fine detail castings that you would on the Berlyn but if the engine derails & rolls over, you probably aren't going to do any unrecoverable damage. Be aware that all the above are just observations made by modelers who own & run these locomotives. Both companies produce fine products and, as in ALL purchases, it is the choice of the consumer!
Ernie DeCarolis shares the following modeling technique: When painting a "brick" building for outdoor use, he has found that Krylon Ruddy Brown Primer closely simulates true brick color. To make mortar lines in the brick, Ernie uses an outdoor spackling paste (I found DAP "Fast-n-Final" spackling paste for outdoor use at The Home Depot). Smear the paste into the mortar joints and then wipe off the excess from the brick leaving grout in the mortar lines. If the white color is too bright, use India Ink (diluted to your required color) to color the white mortar lines to a suitable gray. This combination of paint and spackle will stand up to rain and sun "for a while". However, similar to ANYTHING left outdoors year round, it will fade and weather. Unless re-painting buildings is your thing, Ernie recommends storing building under cover during the "down" months.
Ernie, Bob Gibney and myself enjoyed a great day as guests of PAGRS member Clem O'Jevich. Clem has a large garden railroad, a medium size On3 indoor layout, and a HUGE module setup in his "outbuilding" and he even set up a temporary "live steam" loop where I ran my Accucraft Ruby. After a great BBQ lunch, we were invited to visit Clem's hobby store where all sorts of large-scale trains and, more importantly, DETAIL parts were for sale. Especially tempting to me were the LGB large radius turnouts with switch machines for $25 each! I've said it before, "The large scale community is the FRIENDLIEST bunch!" 
Gardening columnist Pat Hayward of GR remarked to me that she hoped that the LIGRS would consider holding a mini-convention sometime in the future as, "I'd love to have an excuse to visit some of the wonderful gardens you have on L. I.!" That got me to thinking, "What gardens could she be referring to?"


Both Ernie & Marie DeCarolis and Bob & Bea Gibney recommend "The John P. Humes Japanese Garden" in Mill Neck. Although small, with its pond & tea house (w/ optional tea ceremony), it’s a relaxing place to mediate & stroll. Open mainly on weekends, it is best to call 516-676-4486 before planning a visit.
Planting Fields, the site of the LIGRS Arbor Day display, has the wonderful "Coe Hall" gold coast mansion to visit and a synoptic garden where all the plants are Long Island compatible and arranged in alphabetical order. 516-922-9200.
The Clark Botanic Garden is Albertson is unique for it's small size (just 12 acres) but having a myriad collection of unusual annuals, perennials and roses as well as several ponds. 516-484-8600.
Old Westbury Gardens has always been a favorite of mine after it appeared in the movie "Love Story". Although the mansion and pool are a highlight for many people, I just love the little English cottage with thatched roof and garden! 516-333-0048.
Finally, I'm told that even "The Plant Man" Bob Weschler would approve of a trip out to the "Peconic River Herb Farm" located in Calverton. This commercial nursery doesn't mind you strolling through their garden settings and even provides picnic tables in a grove by the riverfront! 631-369-0058. Perhaps someday we, as a club, can visit the farm to learn and see more about plants suitable for our railroads.  
The AristoCraft RDC, especially in LIRR paint scheme, is an impressive piece. For those of you who use Kadee couplers, the correct KD coupler for the RDC is either #189 for #1 scale and #789 for "G" scale (the bigger size). Both couplers allow closer coupling when pulling a trailer car. However, trailer cars were not normally used by most railroads. Be aware that a minimum of 5' radius is recommended for this long car. (Thanks to"Big-Trains", Fred Mills for this information). 
As I was completing this column, Doug Munch informed me that, with one month to go, there were already 50+ people signed up for the LIGRS picnic. I couldn't help but ponder, "Wouldn't it be great to get this many people to volunteer for our club approved shows one month before they occurred?"
See you next month at  “Trackside”!
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Answers to the riddles in OS;
1.  How you might describe a silent person.  -  MUM
2.  A name for a lady who marries for riches.  -  MARIGOLD
3.  Everyone has these on their face.  -  TULIPS
4.  You might find these on a safari.  -  TIGER LILIES
5.  A appropriate gift for a banker.  -  MONEY PLANT
6.  Unmarried male fasteners.  -  BACHELOR’S BUTTONS
7.  Countries of automobile lovers.  -  CARNATIONS
8.  A good name for a guy’s biking club.  -  CYCLAMEN
9.  He’s an awfully sugary Bill.  -  SWEET WILLIAM
10.  They’re the dairy best blooms.  -  BUTTERCUPS
11.  A peevish fairy tale creature.  -  SNAPDRAGON
12.  A woman’s nightly footwear.  -  LADY’S SLIPPER
13.  They hate to wait.  -  IMPATIENS
14.  A fine-looking jungle ruler.  -  DANDELION
15.  A cross between a violin & a clarinet.  -  VIOLET
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