
Looking Ahead... 
 
For the April Meeting we will be having our first ever "Digital Night". The evening will begin with a few 
digital shows that were given at Summerail. One will be by Chris Haines on modern railfanning across the 
USA. Next will be a short program that was a tribute to Summerail created by Ron Flanary. 
 
Following these shows, we will have open time for members to show their digital images or shows. There 
should be plenty of time for anyone who wants to bring something to show. Members can bring digital im-
ages for a short talkie program, a sound show compiled in something like Photodex ProShow, or a short 
DVD movie that they made. We do not want to resort to any commercially made DVDs. 
 
The talkies should be under 50 images (either digital images or scanned slides or prints), with the sound 
shows or movies being kept to 20 minutes or shorter. 
 
We will be providing the projector and the laptop used to show the images. Files should be brought on CD, 
DVD or USB Memory stick. Photos right from the camera or scanner can often be very large, so it is a 
good idea to convert the files to Jpgs and resize them to around 1024 x 768 for optimal viewing. 
If you are unsure how to accomplish this, need some help, or have other questions relating to 
Digital Night, please contact Chris Haines at chris@westernohiorails.com. 

4 March, 2006 Next Meeting: 

• Slides by members. 11 March, 2006. 

• West Carrollton Civic Center. West Carrollton, Ohio 

• Meeting time, 7:30 PM. 
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Ohio Railway Museum Upset With 
Changes 
 
From the Columbus Dispatch  
 
Rail museum upsets some with changes  
January 16, 2006 12:00 AM EST  
Jan. 16-- 
 
For decades, the bridge over Rt. 161 in Wor-
thington announced "Ohio Railway Museum" to 
motorists below. 
 
The museum has been synonymous with big, 
lumbering engines and the bygone days of pas-
senger rail travel. 
 
But a vote last month by the museum's board of 
trustees will change the focus permanently to 
trolleys, prompting criticism from some rail pur-
ists. 
 
"It makes me feel sick," said Mary Waller, 73, a 
museum volunteer. "It's fine if they want to 

change the name. But we're not trolleys. 
We're a railroad museum. That's what it's 
been all these years." 
 
The decision to change the focus of the 60-
year-old museum actually was made about 
three years ago after a consultant recom-
mended the museum accentuate the most sig-
nificant part of its collection, said John Wells, 
a board member. 
 
"There are relatively few museums that have 
trolley equipment and none that have the 
quality we have," Wells said. 
 
One rail expert told the board, "You probably 
have the finest collection of inter-urban 
streetcars and trolleys in the U.S. and you 
should concentrate your efforts in preserving 
and showing these items," Wells recalled. 
 
Since then, the 11-member board has been 
working to find buyers for 10 pieces of equip-
ment. 
 

March Meeting…. 
 
The March meeting will be slides by members. 



The Miami Valley Railfans is a loosely knit group of railfans that meet to discuss, exchange views and show slides 
and movies about railroads, We meet between the months of November and July, usually the second Saturday, at 

The West Carrollton Civic Center. Anyone interested is surely welcome! 
Dues are $10.00 per Calendar Year 
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The board voted last month to sell the pieces. Some will be scrapped, including two large cranes. New owners plan to 
restore others, including Engine 578, a Norfolk & Western steam engine that pulled passenger cars during the De-
pression. 
 
"It's our baby," said Waller, a former chief nurse at New York's Pennsylvania Railroad Station. "All the kids can 
climb up in there. They take pictures and movies. I love it. You should hear the kids scream when they see these 
things. It's the cornerstone of our museum." 
 
Waller has said she and others have considered chaining themselves to the engine in protest. 
The decision to sell the great engine to a restorer in Coshocton and two Pullman cars to another in Dennison was 
"agonizing" board president Bill Wahl said. 
 
"Some of the pieces have been on that property for 35 years and nobody has taken care of them. They're orphans," he 
said. "We have to be the caretakers of these. Rather than calling a scrapper company to come in and tear them up, we 
have to find them good homes." 
 
Wahl conceded the engine is "a great attraction, but here's an opportunity to see it run again. And that's more impor-
tant than for it to sit here and see it rust." 
 
The steam engine alone would require $1 million to restore, he said. 
 
Wells said the board is trying to become more professional. 
 
"In the past, if you scraped 10 pounds of rust you got to be on the board." 
He says the museum's direction should be dictated more by reality and less by passion. 
"You've got to separate idealism from realism." 
 
Losing the engine, Wells said, is "like coming home from college and finding out your mother has thrown out your 
favorite toy." 
 
Critics of the new focus "are still playing the game like it's a railroad club, and someone's taking their favorite piece." 
 
----- 
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My thanks go to Pete White for forwarding this article as well as the article that appeared in last months newsletter. 
 
 


