SLO

TRAINS

Drawing By Norm Hammond

Volume 15, Issue 12

December 2003

Upcoming Events

2003

Dec 12 Christmas Party @ Margi€e's
Diner, 6:30 PM

2004

Jan 16-19 Bitter Creek Western Live
Steam RR MLK Weekend Run

Jan 17-18 GEHAMS Train show in
Bakersfield 10-5 Sat & 10-4 Sun

Feb 7-8 joint Layout Design/
Operations Special Interest Groups
meet in Santa Clara

Feb Daylight Division PCR Meet in
Fresno

13 Mar Winterail in Stockton
Apr 16-17 WP Convention in Reno

Apr 29-May 2 PCR 2004 Convention
in Napa

22 May Daylight Division PCR Meet
in San Luis Obispo

4-11 July NMRA Convention in Seat -

tle

Aug Daylight Division PCR Meet in
Merced?

1-4 Sep 24th Na Ga Convention in
Santa Clara

Oct 1-3 SLOMRC 15th Annual Train
Show @ Vets Hall in SLO

Nov Daylight Division PCR Meet in
Santa Barbara

Round Trip From San Luis Obispo To Oakland
(A Trip In the Fog)

By David C. Crammer

Editors Note: Thisarticle originally appeared
in the January/February 1997 issue of Rail
Classics and is used with permission fromthe
copyright owner. To subscribeto Rail Clas-
sicscall 1-818 760-8983.

At the San Luis Obispo station it's 5:30 pm on
acool December evening with afull moon ris-
ing over the nearby sugar-loaf shaped hills.
Lights from the station illuminate three units at
are currently working as helpers. All are SP
units, numbered 8279, 8562, and 8506. The
work crew that has been modifying the plat-
form to prepare for Metrolink that will be op-
erating out of here have put away their jack
hammers and are now using a back hoeto re-
move the slabs of concrete that have been bro-
ken up.

From the north is the sound of a horn from an
eastbound that has made it over the hill with-
out helpers and is headed our way to pick up a
new crew before continuing on to Los Ange-
les. Asit slowly descendsinto the yard a deter-
mined bicyclist carries his bike across the
tracksin front of the three six-axle locono-
tives (9376, 9393, 8606). Thisisthe WSWCM
(Warm Springs to west Colton Manifest). The

relief crew is already at the depot to take it on
east and it pulls through to take the unitsfrom
in font of the depot under an agreement with
the city. It continues down, after dropping of
its conductor, until it has cleared the station
and the blinking red eye of the ETD flashes
east of the depot giving the westbound a clear
space for the crew to board.

Even though they are not actually called for
until 6:10 pm the crew for the CIBAT (City of
Industry to Bay Area Trailers pronounced See
Bat) has arrived to check on the computer for
itslocation. They also are thereto try to avoid
the second, slower train called for 7 pm which
will be the WCKFM (West Colton to Klamath
Falls manifest).

Conductor Willy Witzel goes through the pa-
perwork. The sheet in front of him reads:
OUTBOUND CALL SHEET / Train ID: 1Cl-
BAT1 04/ POOL:SLO-Oakland / Division:
Los Angeles terminal / Pool: SLO Scheduled /
To depart: 1840

Willy livesin San Jose and has worked all of
his 30-year railroad career with the Southern

(Continued on page 3)
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Just an update for those of you from outside
the Coast Division (and those inside who've
been gone for awhile), there will portions of
at least two estates going on the block at the
next meet on Dec. 7th. There will be at least
125 items from the estate of Sheldon King
(one of the co-authors on the S.P.H.T.S. Book
Committee); he wrote most of the Heavy-
weight captionsin Vol. 1 of the Passenger car
book.

At this point we're looking at some 50 brass
items (both locomotives and passenger cars),
25 books or so, and 50 other lots of kits, as-
sembled rolling stock and various detail parts.
So my adviceis plan to attend and bring your
friends and money with you. As of this time,
all of the Sheldon King itemswill be runin the
regular auction, not as a separate estate group-
ing and the Coast Div. will bereceiving itsten
percent from the sales. As one who's been

(Continued on page4)
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Presidents M essage
By Dave Wilding

Hi Everyone

Well December is now here and our
club’s Christmas party will be at
Margi€'s Diner on December 12th
at 6:30.

I hope everyone will enjoy a good
meal. We will have a short meeting
to elect new officersfor the year
2004. Then agift exchange which

“‘ 1 r,"
SAN LUIS OBISPO
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isalways fun (Only one exchange
gift per person please).

Next we will sing Happy Birthday
to Jim J. But be careful about any
cabooses you may bring as Jim has
been known to be a notorious ca-
boose napper. ;>)

| hopeto seeyou al at the party.
DaveW.

November Club Meeting Minutes

By Terry N Taylor

The SLOMRC Club Meeting was called
to order by President Dave Wilding at
about 7 pm on 11 November at Terry
Taylor’ s house. In attendance were Jim
Jonte, Tom Kolby, Terry Taylor, and
Dave Wilding.

We discussed some missing items from
the train show but were relieved to find
that they were mostly at Dave W’ s house
with the clip board at Jim’s house. Dave
W showed some photos fromthe Train
Show which we all admired.

We next discussed our Christmas dinner
& gift exchange at Margie's Diner (near
L os Osos Road and the freeway) which
starts at 630 on the 12th of December. Of
course our next club meeting will be at
here on the 9th of December.

The gift exchange is simple. Each person Side Note: Jim just sent me an email

who brings a gift (wrapped) will in the
randomly assigned order get to either
choose a gift from the table or take an
aready opened gift from a person who
then gets the same choice. Gifts can be
humorous or serious as long asthey are
rail oriented. Normally they are of the
value of agood kit.

Jim will set up anew post office box
next year for our club mail that will be
more convenient to get to and we dis-
cussed the dates for the train show next
year finally deciding to hold it the first
weekend in October instead of the |ast.

So mark your calendarsfor 1-3 October

and we have again reserved the down-
stairs of the Vets Hall for early access
for the Free-Mo groups.

stating that our new addressisPost Of-
fice Box No. 4547 / San L uis Obispo,
CA 93403-4547

About 8 pm Dave adjourned the meeting
and weretired to the train room.

SLOMRC Train Show 4 October by Dave
Wilding: enhanced by David Chong.

SLOMRC Membership Information

By Terry N Taylor

W e have two basic memberships, Regular (anybody) and Stu-
dent (full time under 23 years old). Regular members pay a $20
initiation fee plus $10 per quarter dues while Student members

pay the $20 initiation fee but only $5 per quarter dues.

All dues are due on the first day of January, April, July, and
October. General meetings are held on the second Tuesday of
the month at 7 pm at locations to be announced.

If you would like to become a member, please either cometo a
general meeting; or complete the form below and mail it with
your initiation fee and first quarter duesto:

For more infor-

mation; either write to the address above, phone the treasurer,
Jim Jonte at 805-544-6333 or email the secretary, Terry Taylor
at terryntaylor@charter.net.

Name Age
Address

City State Zip
Home Phone Work Phone

Email Address Type of Membership Date
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Help The SP Frt. Depot In Monterey

By Dave Hambleton

As some of you have are aware, the Southern Pacific's historic
Monterey freight depot isin serious trouble. After the City
Planning Commission and the Preservation Society voted to
saveit, the Mayor and City Council have decided to demolish
the freight depot.

After speaking with the archivist at the Monterey Public Li-
brary, he suggested that | write to the Mayor's office and the
City Council to express how important the freight depot is. He
also suggested that | get some friends to write in also( the
more the better). | figure between my SP groups and the
Southern Pacific Historical & Technical Society, | have alot
of SPfriends out there.

What he suggested was to write the Mayor and City Council
and inform them of how important the freight depot isto both
Southern Pacific history and Monterey history aswell. | am
asking as many people as possible to let the Mayor and City

Council know what a bad decision they are making if they tear
down the depot.

Here is the contact information:

Mayor Dan Albert and the City Council
City of Monterey

City Hall

Monterey, Ca. 93940

(831) 646-3760

(831) 646-3799

Email suggest@ci.monterey.ca.us

Thanksfor all your help! | hope that thislittle piece of the SP
can be saved!

Dave Hambleton <kilroydiver2@hotmail.con®

A Trip In the Fog continued

(Continued from page 1)

Pacific. The engineer for the CIBAT will be Mont Gambier.

Of course when railroad crews get together, especially when
their train is not due for another hour, they end up swapping

stories.

"Remember that old Hoghead Miller? Well, one day we were
blasting around this curve and on the other sideisared signal
and the road foreman of enginesjust standing there, legs
planted and watching us. There was no way we were going to
stop in time so Miller picked up awrench, smashing it down
on the brake handle breaking it off and walks back to the road
foreman carrying it saying | did everything | could to stop it.™

Mont, who livesin San Luis
Obispo, dropped out of col-
lege in November of 1964
and joined the SP. Today's
date is one he remembers
because it was exactly 32
years since (December 4,
1964) he was drafted. In
1968 he was back working
forthe SPasaclerk andin
1970 entered engine service.

Finally from inside the depot
we hear alow, rumbling
sound and then the bell,
meaning the CIBAT is pull-
ing in with SP 7434, SP
9392, D& RGW 5377 and
D&RGW 5334. With all of
this power, the HPT

Engineer Mont Cambier working
on his paperwork prior to thetrip
north out of SLO. Dave Crammer
Photo Dec 96.

Conductor Willy Witzel checking on the location of histrain from the
SLO office. Dave Crammer Photo Dec 96.

(horsepower per ton ratio) is 3.9 and TPOB (tons per operative
brake) is 103 which means that we will not need hel pers to
make it over the grade.

Willy and Mont climb on board with their gear and prepare to
continue on west (on the SP anything toward San Francisco is
considered west and away east). Willy istoting his old canvas
satchel which is showingitsage. Init he carries the tools that
may be of use to a conductor on atwo-man crew. These include
wrenches, hammer, air hose plastic ties, nylon twine, etc. Of
course on a stack train there are fewer things to repair than in
the old days of box cars but the conductor must be prepared to
walk the train even if there isahard rain coming down at a45-

(Continued on page5)
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L ayout Design & Operations SIG Meet | nvitation

By Bob Jacobsen & Seth Neumann

We're extending an invitation to the pro-
totype railroad communities (SP, UP,
WP, Santa Fe etc.) to participate in our
annual Layout Design and Operations
SIG meet (jointly sponsored by the Pa-
cific Coast Region). I'm am interested in
clinic presenters who can talk about pro-
totypical SP, UP, WP, Santa Fe etc. op-
erations.

Aswediscussed in the last issue of SLO
Trains, the Layout Design and Opera-
tions Special Interest Groups and the
NMRA Pacific Coast Region are holding
another joint Regional Meeting in Santa
Clara, CA (approx. 45 minutes south of
San Francisco) on Saturday February 7
and Sunday February 8, 2004.

A terrific two-day program is being de-
veloped. We expect the agenda will in-
clude clinics, operations discussions,
track planning workshops, and visits to
local layouts. We will also be arranging
operating sessions at a number of nearby
layouts for Sunday. Details will be
posted on the meeting website as they
become available: http://homepage.mac.
com/jacobsen/L ORM 2004/

RSVPsRequested - In order to insure
that we have enough seats for the meet-
ing, please email Bob Jacobsen at
jake@physics.berkeley.edu to let us
know you're coming. Also mention
where you're coming from, so we can
put it on your name tag.

If you would like to present aclinic in
any area of layout design or operations,
please let us know. We're particularly
looking for clinics that talk about how to
go from a prototype to adesign and then a
layout.

The typical presentation will be 30 min-
utes long. Facilities will be available for
viewing slides, overheads, and videotape
if these are part of your presentation, but
let us know ahead of time what you will
need. My email issneumann@pacbell.net

Of course there will be exhibits and dis-
plays, layout tours, layout planning help,
aBirdsof A Feather get together, and op-
eration sessions. Hope to see you there.

PCR NMRA Coast

Div. Meet & Auction on 7 Dec. continued

(Continued from page 1)

helping inventory this estate, all | can say
isthere'saLOT of stuff. With the brass
alone, we're looking at running through
a least three and possibly four auctions
to move everything.

If you want to sell, just show up with a
valid NMRA Membership card and see
me to get a bidder's card. Once you've
got that, you then get seller's cards from
the head table (up to 25 items per seller)
and pray that people want to buy what
you brought to sell. When you show up,

I'll get you acopy of the auction rules and
help you through the process.

The Coast Division Quarterly Meet and
Auction will be on December 7th at the
California School for the Deaf in Fremont
(39350 Gallaudet Dr.) starting at 9:30 am.
Refreshments will be available. Hope to
see you there. Enjoy, Pat LaTorres
duhnerd@pacbell.net

within the geographic area of the PCR
must be PCR members to participate.
NMRA members outside of the PCR do
not have to belong to the PCR. There
must be some reason for NMRA mem-
bers in the PCR area to join the Region,
and auction participation is one of them.
Bottom line, if you live within the PCR,
join us and support the Region and the
Divisions. There is an application form

Just to add to Pat's note, the qualifications on page 4 below to join both the PCR &
for participating in the auction are a little NMRA if needed or send me an email at

more strict. NMRA members who live

BobPCRCD @aol.com

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Pacific Coast Region / National Model Railroad Association

LAST NAME: FIRST NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP CODE:
TELEPHONE: NMRA # (if amember):

FAMILY MEMBER NAME (9):

| want to become amember of the National Model Railroad Association and the Pacific Coast Region of the NMRA. | have checked bel ow the type of member-
ship | desire and have enclosed the proper amount in a check payable to: PCR-NMRA. | understand that membership in the Pacific Gast Region requires mem-

bershipintheNMRA.

PCR and NMRA for oneyear $51.00
PCR and NMRA for five years $240.00

PCR only (requires NMRA membership # above) $6.00
PCR only - fiveyears (requires NMRA # abovefor 5 yrsor life) at $25.00

PCR $6 and NM RA $23 Affiliate at $29.00 (No Bulletin) PCR Family at $1.00 (Must have Regular PCR member as sponsor)
OPCR and NMRA YOUTH at $36.00 Check hereif thisisarenewa. PCR#

Life Memberships in both the NMRA and PCR are available. Contact the NMRA Home Office for NMRA actuarid Life quote and the PCR Member Services
Chairman for PCR actuaria Life quote. Send Applicaion form and remittance to: PCR Member Services, 530 Fig Tree Lane, Martinez, CA 94553. Allow 3-6
weeks for processing.
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A Trip In the Fog continued
(Continued from page3) inspect the passing cars and, looking back, we see its headlight

degree slant...whatever it takes to get the train under way
again. Also in the case are the 4 1/2 Ibs. of rule book he must
carry which includesrulesfor CalTrain on the peninsula.

"Whenever you're ready."

"Seven O'clock straight up."

They go over thetrain statistics again, "Well, we got abig
red,” referring to the signal in front of them. This means get-
ting on the phone to Denver to WS58 who takes the train over
here from WS60.

"SP 7434...thank you kindly, got agreen...high ball." The sig-
nal on the ground in front of us has changed to green while
that on the upper stand protecting the siding remainsred. The
signal on the stand also states "Begin CTC." Mont startsto
move histrain and the gates go down at the crossing ahead of
us as athrottle setting of 3 brings us to 20 mph. Ahead the
next signal (2509) is framed by a highway bridge and the fog
that has been creeping in givesit aslightly dispersed look
rather than the usual sharp sentinel. We start the climb out of
SL O past rodeo grounds where riders are practicing on their
horses. Behind us our containers are outlined by lights from
the prison. Fog movesin and out in patches as we get adouble
yellow at signal 2483, placing usinto the siding at CHORRO.

Asthefogisnow increasing, signals are important in knowing
when it is safe to proceed. We take the siding, still in fog, to
wait for the eastbound whichis coming from Santa Margarita.
Because its crew had died on the hours-of-service law (12
hours), the crew that brought in the W SWC was "dogpatched"
back over the grade to bring it in. Halfway through the siding
we break out of the fog into a clear night and can see the out-
line of the hills against sky. On top is aradio tower with four
reds and a yellow flashing on and off. Wefinally pull up to the
red signal just east of tunnel #11 which guards the west end of
the siding. Since Willy keepstrack of all delaysto our
"hotshot," he marks that we cameto a halt at 19:15 and we sit
back to watch for the eastbound. Finally above usthe triple
headlights swing around the side of the hill and as they appear
broadside we make out the lights on the trucks. As they work
their way down the units disappear and then reappear lower
and closer.

Willy opens the door and climbs down to bein position by the
signal for theroll-by, standing 150 feet from the tracksin case
there is anything loose on the train which unseen (especialy at
night) which could causeinjury. At night theroll-by is alittle
different than during the day due to decreased visibility. Drag-
ging brakes may be detected by smell, sticking or dragging
wheels by sound, the lantern may show open containers or
metal straps not fastened, a dragging chain may be throwing
off sparks. The light from his lantern appears next to the signal
pole and then we see the headlight of the lead unit emerge
from the tunnel. It dims and the lit number board shows us that
it is GP60 9809. Asit passes Mont turns on his headlight to

playing on ours. Each train calls out agood roll-by over the ra-
dio.

We receive our green, Willy climbs back aboard and we are
underway at 19:30. Because we are on an upgrade, we start out
slowly and enter the tunnel at MP 246. When we emerge on the
other side, the constellation Orion the Hunter isrising above the
hillsasif lying on hisright side and the three stars making up
his belt are midway between the radio tower and a distant signal
showing green over red. This signal guards the next siding and
isvisiblein the dark since it sitsin the shadow of the hill. In the
daytimeits glow would be invisible at this distance but here as
we take the curve at what is called the " Small Horseshoe" we
can see several ahead aswell. Willy looks back through the en-
gineer'srear window to check on histrain illuminated by
moonlight and its reflection is shining white against the grayer
grasses.

As we continue the climb Mont, who usually makes the trip on
the east side of the coast run, islooking forward to visiting his
daughter who goes to college in San Francisco. When he was
starting out in engine service an old engineer said to him on a
trip up the coast, "Kid, can you believe they pay meto do this?"
At the time the statement didn't make much of an impression
but riding along here in the moonlight he now appreciates just
what the old timer meant. There is something about bringing a
train through the hills with patches of fog in the hollows that in
the daytime looks like aglassy pond and at night like cotton
candy.

On the downgrade we now glide out of the last tunnel in dy-
namics with agreen signal and pass under the Highway 101
bridges. we are now in track warrant territory and have eleven
blocks since nothing will be headed our way until the BACIT
which won't be on duty in Oakland until 9 pm and alight en-
gine set somewhere ahead. We expect to arrive between 1:45
and 1:55 am and we will be meeting Amtrak later in the night.
We will be going up the Mulford side, aroute totaling 246
miles from SLO to Oakland. There are actually four routes of
which thisisthe fastest. Route 2 takes us through Hayward to
Centerville before Oakland adding on an additional four miles.
Route 3, Hayward through Milpitas would take us over 15-Mph
track and yard congestion which usually adds an extra hour or
more and route 4 through Milpitas to Centerville and then Mul-
ford tacks on an extra hour and forty-five minutes.

"25 for the yellow.” On the front sheet of his orders Willy has
written out all of the restrictions to make them easier to spot.
We have ayellow flag ahead for the Grover Crossing where
Maintenance of Way is doing some track work so Willy callsit
out in advance. Sincethisis night, the crew is not actually out
there so that he will not be contacting aforeman (unless noted
on the sheet which gives the work times for the crews).

(Continued on page 6)
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Cajon Tales: Part 43 (Winter Wine)

By Francis (Pancho) L. Post ex-Cajon Hogger

Editors Note: Recently there hasbeen a
thread on Shipping Beer & Wine on the
SANTAFE@LISTSERV.UNL.EDU discus-
sion group. The following tale from Fran-
ciswas posted to that group on 29 Nov
ember and collaborated by Don Ross.

Well, I'veresisted this long but now I'll
haveto share. | had fired one year on the
Milwaukee and then gone to the Santa Fe
in June '48. Business fell off in the winters
back then so | would go back to Milwau-
kee and put my feet under Mother and
Dad's dinner table while | was cut-off.

One winter, either '49 or '50, | was back
home when the phone rang. | answered. It
was Dad working the Capitol Drive job. It
was COLD. One of the fellows on the
crew noticed atank with abig "bad order"
tag on it and the smell of sweet wine.
(Probably Port or Tokay) He came back to
shanty and told the boys about it.

Dad said, "perfect; it's already registered
asa"leaker" so let's get us some wine."
He called me at home and told me to get
the two-wheel trailer on the car, load up a
good funnel, some hoses of different sizes,
adishpan and buy lots of jugs at the hard-

ware store and get down to Swamp 17
without wasting time. | asked if the car
was down on Swamp 17; he told me,
"not yet".

As| said before, it was COLD. The car
had been barely seeping wine but after
afew "rough joints" against some coal
cars that had been standing overnight
and were like "the immovabl e object”
the leak became just about right to har-
vest.

They shoved her down to Swamp 17
where it was hidden by high brush and |
began one of the most miserable jobs of
my whole life; catching wine in adish-
pan under the car, then pouring it
through the funnel into the jugs.

Pappy was the most popular switchman
in Milwaukee that winter and the boys
bought me afew beers, too.

F.L. Post, exfireman, ex-switchman,
and ex-hogger, presently, an old geezer.

P.S. With all theroller bearings now,
you younger lads will never have to
break two or three cars at atime off a

track after they've been really cold. Those
"friction" bearings REALLY locked up in
sub-zero weather!

| can verify Francis story. | wasaclerk on
the Milwaukee at the time. In the winter of
1949 | worked as crew dispatcher at the
Mitchell Y ard office and the next winter |
was demurrage clerk at A O Smith at North
Milwaukee (one morning it was 30 below).
I well remember the story of the leaker asit
went through the grapevine. There was an-
other story about wine shipped in barrelsin
box cars where some of the guys used a
brace and bit to drill aholethrough the
floor and into the barrel and then use the
dishpan, funnel, and jug routine.

Another old coot from Milwaukee

Don

| had NOTHING to do with any brace and
bit and neither did my dad. That was thiev-
ery; exploiting a certified leaker was just
good sense! (But yes, | heard about the
drilling myself.) F.L. Post

A Trip In the Fog continued

(Continued from page5)

Mont beginsto slow our trainwhichis
rated for 50 mph but of course must fol-
low speed board restrictions. When we
hit the green flag on the other end of the
restriction Mont hits the counter so that
when the rear of the train passes he can
go back up to the maximum authorized.
Ahead crossing gates start to blink, their
red lights sparkling like fireworks as they
descend.

This being December we start to see
Christmas lights on the houses beside the
tracks and, with agreen at MP 222, we
pass the siding at Templeton with notch 4
keeping us at 40 mph. Through down-
town Paso Robles we get a"no defects"
from the detector and hit the horn aswe
pass Mission San Miguel.

On the west end of the coast route there
are less of the undulations that make for
fancy train handling on the east end. Of
course, with our short stack train with
its articulated cars, there are less prob-
lems and the engineer does not have the
concern of slamming the conductor
around in the caboose since heis seated
next to him in the cab.

"' SP detector milepost one nine six...no
defects.” The full moonisrealy bright
now and the grass on the hills looks
more like snow under the dark sky. At
MP 193 the dynamics that have been
keeping us under control are switched
over to throttle and then back to the
braking. we begin the RIOS block with
a 50-40 speed board and agreen signal
ahead. Aswe enter the WUN Post

block there are 14 articul ated flat cars
parked on the siding to our right along
with awork train.

Mont refersto MP 186 as hisrest spot as
notch 1 keeps the train at 40 mph with a
little dip at San Ardo, two little dips after
San Ardo and then to San Lucas where the
speed limit picks up to 60. We can see the
dip asthe second signal down the track
appears below the level of the signal in
front of it asif on aroller coaster.

Mont putsit back on throttle as our short
train does not produce the momentum that
thetrailing end of alonger onewould. AT
MP 183 we pass the spot where Holly
Sugar had its beet dump.

"7434 West for WS58."
(Continued on page7)
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A Trip In the Fog continued

(Continued from page6)

"WS58." Tonight our dispatcher will be James Foster.
"7434 West releasing authority 6 blocks, Santa Margarita
through Wun Post."

"Releasing authority 6 blocks, Santa Margarita through Wun
Post." It issuch aclear night and straight shot that we can look
back along our short train and see the signal turn from red to
green aswe clear it. At San Lucas we hit the speed board giving
us an increase to 70-60. Between mileposts 176 and 235 the
maximum freight speed is 40 and after 176 it increases to 60
mph. It lowers to 40 mph through the "S" curves at Sweetwater
and then returnsto 60. "Y ellow flag 35." Well, there are excep-
tions. The yellow flag gives Mont a two-mile warning to reduce
speed.

"Green flag."

"L ooking good...green to the rear." Commenting that the signal
behind us has cleared. At King City our luck starts to change.
Themarineinversion layer that inflictsitsdf over the valley has
struck again and we get patches of fog around MP 162.

"Green on 2." On the sweeping curve at night we can easily see
that both signals ahead are green. Willy also takes advantage of
the curveto look back along the train from the engineer's side
and then we enter tunnel #5 which curves to the right. The fog
is getting heavier but we can still make out the green signal
ahead. By the time we hit MP 151 with another "S" signiitis
like pea soup. An owl flashes by our headlight in search of mice
that have burrowed into the wall of the bank to our right. It's
almost asif we were climbing through a snow bank with an oc-
casional emerald light saying, "OK, you can keep on coming."

Mont continues to sound the horn. In this fog he must know his
track and how the grade works because aside from milepost
numbers that show between the strokes of the windshield wip-
ers heisnot going to be given alot of visual clues. Another "X"
and another blast of the horn for a crossing.

Since he can no longer see farther back than the third unit,
Willy isrelieved when the detector at MP 127.1 gives acall of
no defects along with our speed of 58 mph. Thisislowered to
forty aswe hit a 60-40 through Salinas from MP 122 to 118 and
then back up to 60. As we pass through town Mont is liberal
with the horn. Thisis especially important through Salinas be-
cause of the homeless that live beside the tracks.

"70-60."

"Green." Aswe leave the Salinas Block we are back into CTC
territory and Willy calls and releases 7 blocks. While on the
radio he gets the news that the BACIT highballed out of Oak-
land at 10:45 p.m. and we will also be meeting the Santa Clara
Turn at Logan or Romas around MP 96.

At MP 108 we pass aspot where alocal farmer likes to mix his
silage for cattle feed and out of the fog emerges arather pun-

gent odor. Riding through the fog we must have faith in the
dispatcher who becomes for the short time of our passage our
God and protector. We must have faith that the path is cleared
in front of us, that the signals are true, and that therails are
properly aligned since all we can do is move blindly ahead
while in his hands. Apparently Jim Foster has done hisjob
correctly since suddenly we see a headlight appear out of the
foginfront of us. The other train dimsitslights aswe do ours.
As it passes on the track to our |eft, we seeit isthe light-
engine set we have been anticipating.

By MP 90 the fog turns to wisps so we can see the stars above
and more than 10 feet of track ahead. By the time we pass MP
86 and another beet dump we are completely free of the fog.
Asweround the curve at MP 83 the sky ahead islit by city
lightsin the distance and we pass the CalTrain yard at Gilroy.
A street sign beside us shows highway travel would put us 76
miles out of San Francisco and 28 milesfrom San Jose. Speed
boards start to fluctuate giving us 70-60, them 60-55, and back
up to 79-60. With a green over red we stay on the main and at
MP 65 start to pick up fog again.

Approaching Coyote we drop to 40 mph with a green over red.
We are on the north track with the green and the south track is
ared. In the evenings freight runs on the south track and com-

mutes on the north but, as we are now past midnight, this does

not apply.

"Flash on the yellow."

"Flash."

MP 59: We passthe Cal Train station at Blossom Hill. "Hard
Yellow." At signal 573, Mont is slowing the train, anticipating
ared, and as we pass the Capital station, seesared signal
ahead. Mont brings us to a stop and dims the headlight. Willy
gets down on the ground again with hislantern and we settle
down to wait for both the BACIT and the Salinas Warm
Springs Turn. A headlight appears from the west coming out
of the fog. A mix of conventional freight cars along with
COFC and TOFC, the train sets off the detector and getsan
axle count of 258 and a speed of 40 mph.

Willy isstill out there at the required distance to wait for the
Turn and we see his lantern shining. A few minutes later we
see another headlight and with #3086 on the point the Salinas
Turn passes us at what the detector determines to be 39 mph.
Willy comes back on board and we move off toward a green
signal and back onto single track as well as more fog.

"Red over green."

"' SP detector milepost five one point zero...three six miles per
hour...no defects.

"Green over red." By milepost 48 the fog is thick again and
Willy calls out, "We got a high green.” We pass CP Cahill and
with bell ringing pass through the CalTrain Yard.

"Green again."

(Continued on page 8)
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A Trip In the Fog continued

(Continued from page7)

"Again." Thesignal up here arethetriangular type set in acir-
cular shield with green on the upper Ieft, yellow upper right,
and red bottom center.

"Green on the overhead." The signal bridge givesusagreen.
Counting over tracks and then signal lights lets us know which
one pertains to us. We pass the old SP roundhouse at Santa
Clara

MP 46 puts us under another signal bridge and at College Park
Amtrak #48 is waiting. We get authorization for two blocks and
coming out of Santa Clara have a 60-50 speed board, agreen
signal, and windshield wipers attempting to keep the moisture
off of our windows. For awhile we are again in the soup, cross-
ing over shrouded inlets and watching signals suddenly appear.
Asquickly asit appeared the fog is gone and we have aclear
view, a 70-60 board, and green signal s ahead.

"Double yellow." Coming into MP 15.

—
e —

Py -

In the late afternoon, we head east through the streets of Oakland .
Dave Crammer Photo Dec 96.

- BOTTHERN
PACTRI

Clara. Dave Crammer Photo pre December 96.

"Bottom green." Mont slows down and we pass the sign end-
ing Milford block and switch over to the north track.

"What's your location?' Willy istalking to the West Oakland
yardmaster.

"We'll be adjacent to the coliseum in 10 seconds."

- "OK,inat 1:25."

We pull slowly past agreen signal at MP 117.

"OK, I've got aplan." Advisesthe yardmaster.

"OK, go ahead." The planisfor usto double over our train.
Thelongest track at Oakland isonly 3,000 feet.

"Hard Basile, Ken Wilson, Hard Y ellow." This changesto
greenat MP 8.9.

"Flash on the yellow."

"Flashing yellow." Coming through Jack London Square there
are so many Christmaslightsit is hard to pick out the descend-
ing crossing gates.

"Flashing middle red." We diverge to the left and then Willy is
off and running down on the ground throwing switches. All of
those stretching exercises went through on the trip up are now
put to advantage. We advance as he checks switch alignments
making sure we head up the correct track, his bobbing lantern
giving away hislocation. The headlight shines on the sign that
reads, " Southern Pacific Transportation, Oakland Intermodal
Termina."

Willy is back on board using the phone to talk to the yardmas-
ter aswe have placed our flats on the designated tracks, dis-
connected the power which is then placed on the diesel service
tracks between the tower and the one-spot facility. From there
it isatrip to the office to sign in and then off to the Best West-
ern Thunderbird Inn to get some rest.

The next morning the fog has turned to alight drizzle and the
San Jose Mercury isreporting that the previous day commuter
trips were hazardous. Of course they weren't on rails and didn't

(Continued on page9)
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A Trip In the Fog continued

(Continued from page8)

have Jim Foster watching their path. In
the yard the containers we dropped of f
are already being worked.

Up in the 40-foot tower, Yardmaster Ken
Basile and lead carman Ken Wilson are
looking down. They can see all of San
Francisco across the bay. Four switch
jobs are handling the day jobs with
SW1500s moving the cars in what
amountsto flat switching. To the east
and to the left of his desk isthe new one-
spot and passenger car inspection tracks,
to the north and behind him isthe Am-
trak facility which has taken over the die-
sel servicefacility that used to take care
of SP units. Daily inspections are now
made in the yard and fueling can be han-
dled by truck; any extensive work re-
quires atrip to Roseville.

At the new One-spot, which became op-
erational in the first part of November
1995, 15 to 20 cars can be repaired in the
course of aday using four jib cranes plus
hydraulic jacks which can lift up acar for

Engineer Bill Montier 11l taking the EUWSM
towards Warm Springs. Dave Crammer Photo
Dec 96.

wheel changes which can be donein as
little as 15 minutes for inspection. The
cars are moved into place by afork lift.
A retarder system, similar to those used
on ahump, is used to grip the wheels and
keep the car in place while the work is
being performed. The forklifts can also
be used in combination with what is
termed a"man lift" to raise a carman into
a better working position. A pad on the
lift plate under the car keepsit from
shifting asit islifted eliminating the need
to block the wheels. West of the one spot
are the three tracks used to hold SP's pas-
senger cars.

By the early afternoon San Francisco fi-
nally beginsto emerge from the clouds
that have kept it covered all day and
closer at hand we can make out the fun-
nel of aK-Line ship. Thetrains being
built this afternoon are the OANSF
(Oakland to Norfolk Southern), the
OAPTT (Oakland to Portland), and of
courseaBACIT.

It is4:01 in the afternoon as #8563 |eads
the EUWSM
(Eugene, Oregon
to Warm Springs
manifest) past the
yard on the tracks
to the north. Once
it reaches Warm
Springs, it will
dropitscarsand
pick up a new
consist before
continuing south
(east) becoming
the WSWC (Warm
Springsto West

Conductor James
Mebane. Dave Cram-
mer Photo Dec 96.

Colton) but keeping the same crew that
climbed aboard in Oakland and will be
taking it as far south as San L uis Obispo.
Itis4,845 feet including the units, 54
loads and 3 empties, and 5,998 tons. To-
day the engineer is Bill Montier 111 who
has been with SPfor 17 yearsand lives
in Castro Valley. His conductor today is
James M ebane who lives in Hayward and
has been with SP 23 years.

"Low yellow," ared over yellow.

We pass through Jack London Square,
thistimein daylight, past the newly re-
built Oakland Y ard where asingle
SW1500 is switching and then past the
Coliseum where the new construction is
going on has not helped the Raiders' per-
formance over what it wasin Los Ange-
les.

"No defects...no defects,” aswe start the
single track an MP 14 on the Hayward
Line and a speed board of 79-50. A re-
flection ahead looks almost like a head-
light but it is merely the setting sun shin-
ing off awindow. The signal at MP 16
has us at green and then a green over red
framed by abridge crossing over the
tracks. At MP 23 we maintain our speed
on the downgrade with the dynamics at 6
and hear another , "No defects.”

"Flashing yellow."

"Flashing yellow." The throttle is now at

8 aswe are on an upgrade at MP 25 with
the speed down to 45 mph but we can see
the track ahead starting to descend.

"Hard yellow."
"Hard yellow." We can hear over thera-

(Continued on page 10)

Line Art

Many of theline art items used in
this newsletter are courtesy of Ken
Houghton Rail Images or came from
www.rrhistorical .com

San L uis Obispo Railroad M useum Member ship Application

Membership Levels: __ $36 Individua ___ $60 Family __ $100 Sustaining
| would like to further help the museum by donating $

Complete form and mail with your check to: San L uis Obispo Railroad Museum (SLORRM)

Post Office Box 13260, San L uis Obispo, 93406

Please Print Clearly:
Name:

City, State, Zip:
Daytime Phone

Amount Enclosed $

E-mail

| would like to help the museum by:

CITY OF SAN FRANCISCO

Evening Phone
FAX
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dio another crew switching somewhere
out in the ether.

"That'l do."

"Back' em up.” Bill hasthethrottlein
setup at MP 27.5 and as we approach the
UP/SP junction, a dynamic setting of 6
has the speed at 25 and we come into
Niles and then cross the junction with
yellow over red.

"SP 8563 East calling Warm Springs
Tower...coming at you."

"Whereyou at?"

"Coming across the UP right now." We
are down to 20 mph on the single track
with ahard yellow shining out from the
signal over amile ahead at MP 32.4. A
dog, busy sniffing the track ahead,
climbs off the roadbed at the last second.

" SP detector milepost three one point
one...two seven miles per hour...two four

six total axles...no defects...no defects.”
We hear the Warm Springs tower tell a
second train that she will be sending us
into #2 track.

"Red signal.”

"Red signal ."

"Warm Springs Tower...permission to
enter yard...come on into track #2."
"Permission to enter the yard...OK." Off
to our left isthe UP main line toward
Milpitas. Ahead a switch diamond re-
flects the headlight as bright orange lets
us know that we are lined to the right
track. Bill goes from dynamics to setup
then off aswe let the rear push us forward
at 10 mph and then puts the throttle at 2.
"Come on down James...al lined for 2."
As another crew has made life easy for
conductor Mebane.

MP 35 has auto racks standing to our left

as we continue to move to theright and

pass units #8064 and #8497 which are
waiting for usto clear
so they can head west.

"Comeseemeupin
my office when you
getin." ThistoJim
from the yard clerk.
He climbs down with
hislantern and radio
~|aswe prepare to come
. toastop. Ashe heads
™ for the office we hear

B over the radio #8064
getting its authoriza-
tion to proceed. With
our head end at the
east end of theyard
we can look to our
right at the hillswhich
are still outlined in
Orange from the set-
ting sun and the lights
of incoming planes
that appear as bright
stars. Finaly in accor-
dance with our in-
structions, we cut off
our cars and then back
down into theyard to
pick up our new con-
sist.

With ayellow over red we will be staying on the main track rather
than diverging to the right ahead as we approach Warm Springs.
Dave Crammer Photo Dec 96.

"That'l do, back'em up when ready...ten
toajoint.”

"Threeto go."

"Y ou're looking good...you got agood
long two there."

"Long one."

"OK, can you see me?' Thisrefersto the
lantern thistime as the sun is now gone.
"Yeah."

"OK, take'em ahead...that'll do, 8563.
OK, back'em up, 8563."

Aswe back through the yard, the curves
onthetrack areilluminated by the over-
head yellow lights reflecting off the
shiny surface and the roadbed outlines
them in black.

"OK, just come on back, everythingis
lined up."

"OK, about ten to ahook."

"Fivetogo."

"OK, about 3-1/2 to ajoint."
"Twotogo."

"One more."

"...and ahalf." We are below the "tower"
now since this portion of theyardisbe-
low the mainline. However we have
plenty of power and with aHPT rating of
4.8 will not require helpersto get over
thefinal grade after Santa Margarita.

"Back'em up, 8563...about 15to 18to a
joint." Having picked up thefirst cut, we
must now back down against the second.
Switching back and forth over the high-
way, we have to our |eft the UP bridge.
"About nineto ahook."

"Fiveto ahook."

"Two now, 8563."

"One more."

"That'l do, 8563."

"OK, air time, 8563, air time." The ETD
goes onto the rear and after the required
test we pull out with the car department
doing theroll-by. We are now the 1-
WSWCM -5 with five loads, 38 empties,
1844 tons, 2758 feet and arerated at a
top speed of 55 mph with a green signal
ahead.

"Good roll-by, little engine that could."
We pass empty auto racks to our right
with logos for CSX, GT, SF, UP, NS,
and CP Rail at MP 37 and hear over the
radio, "That'l do, 7126," for the Hayward

(Continued on page11)
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Turn working ahead of us. Jim calls the dispatcher, who tonight
isAmeliaBoone, for block authority and she calls #7126 to see
if they can release the Milpitas Block.

"...apply rule 6.322 at MP 41.11 Eastward one block Milpitas."
This means that we are to check to seeif the gates are broken at
thislocation and if they are not working to report it. With the
authorization, we get up to speed as agull flapsin front of our
headlight. We pass the gates, observe them operating properly,
and call AmeliainDenver to let her know.

"SP 8563 east calling Amtrak San Jose Control." Unlike earlier
this morning there will be passenger trains out there.

"San Jose Control."

"Thisis SP 8563 coming your way via Milpitas.”

"Areyou there now?"

"Not yet."

"OK you'll be following #62 (Cal Train) out of Tamian." We hear
#4827 (San Jose switch job 721) talking to control from the Cal-
Train Peninsula Line and let him know that #75 is past him.
"#4827 has permission to come out of Lawrence and make re-
verse move." We are down to 10 mph through here and ahead of
us someone has just placed an object on the track and then
walked away as we approach. When we reach the end of the
Milpitas block, Jim is down with his keys to change the switch,
which if left alone would have sent usto theright. Unlike the
other two legs of the wye that were once controlled by the now
closed College Park Tower, this has always been a manual
switch.

Coming around the curve the high signal is green and the bottom
2 red. Wewill remain on our north track and watch asa Cal Train
in shove mode meets us headed west on the next track over with
its cab car illuminated in red and white reflective tape from our
dimmed headlight. We pass the classic Cahill Street San Jose
depot, now the Amtrak and Cal Train station, and another Cal-
Train is shoving back toward us and then Jim rel eases the
Milpitas block.

"Green." At MP 48.

"Green."

At Tamien Station we are at 35 mph and Jim announcesiit is cof-
feetime, producing his special brew of hazel-nut with an aroma
that fills the cab as he passes it around. This keeps things occu-
pied until aflashing yellow at Blossom Hill (59A) and hear a
detector go off ahead of uswith a speed of 7 mph indicating that
an Amtrak may be headed our way.

"Hard yellow."

"Hard yellow."

"Green."

"Green." This change means that the detector must have been
reporting on the eastbound out of San Jose and then we hit single
track again with the speed board upgrade to 70~60.

Ameliacallsto check on our E
maximum train speed and
on learning that we have a
top of 55 asks, "Do you
think you can make it to
Gilroy?" "OK." We continue
oninto the night as Amelia
watches over us from her
screen in Denver. MP 67 at

55 mph.. .MP 69.755 mph g
and a no defects. past Mor-
gan Hill with the at 3 where
aheavier train would have
had usin dynamics. Over
the radio we hear Amelia
talking to #7126 East, the
Hayward Turn, as she gets
him ready to depart Warm Springs.

Dispatcher Amelia Boone. Dave
Crammer Photo Dec 96.

"Flashing yellow."

"flashing yellow." At MP 78 and we get a speed board drop-
ping us to 50 and then 35 mph.

"Yellow over yellow." We pass the Cal Train yard at 35 mph
and then go back to our max at the next board.

"Red over green.”

"Red 'over green.” We go off onto the siding and hear the de-
tector go off ahead of ustelling us Amtrak is headed our way.
Aswe move through the siding we see its dimmed light and
we make the meet at 55 mph. Amelia has hit it on the button.

Then a 25 mph speed board gives us two miles to slow down.
"Hard yellow." At MP 852. "Red." We pull up to the signal,
dim the headlight and wait to seeif thisisfor the Rock Train,
the CIBAT, or Just the timing device. Over the radio we hear
awestbound coming into Sergeant and Jim gets down to give
theroll-by. While heis on the ground Ameliacallsto let us
know she will be taking usto Watsonville and then hold us
for the CIBAT. Ahead a headlight appears under the bridge
and atrain rockets past.

"Lookin' good and FRED isblinkin'."

"Green signal." We go back on the main and face a 35 speed
board and go past the beet loading platform. To our left High-
way 101 has taillights and headlights streaming past.

"...MP 86.8 two eight miles per hour.. .no defects." We con-
tinue with green signals and tonight the reflected foliageis
remarkably still indicating there is no wind but we have
started to pick up some haze and 1 MP 92 the signal head is
wrapped f-fog. We pass rock car (for ballast) sitting on the
siding around 92.5, hit horn and see the red flashing of cross-
ing gates descend in the mist.

Jim callsthe Salinas job to find out where the best place will
be to stop him in Watsonville since, with al of thisfog, plan-

(Continued on page 12)
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ning ahead is a safety precaution well worth implementing To-
night it can be especially crucial since with a speed board of
75-55 we are essentially visually blind asto what is happening
around us and must rely heavily on the radio to communicate
with other trains and the dispatcher. in this case another train
hasto passin front of us.

"We're on the west end of Watsonville." Jim is communicating
our location to all interested parties. We can see the window
wipers sweeping across the glassin front of us but therestis
opague. Over the radio the necessary moves are coordinated.
Ameliamakes sure we are stopped and contacts the other train.

"We Just need you to stop." From the other train. We are talk-
ing to Eddie Mesawho isthe regular conductor on the Salinas-
Warm Springs Turn.

"OK, Eddie, we stopped.” Ameliais contacted so that she can
give the actual permission to cross. "Permission to cross over
intotheyard and call in clear." We sit in thefog and wait for

them to cross over and report clear.

Finally, "8563 East...seven blocks Salinas through San Ardo."
"SP 7621 straight shot to San Jose and no work.. isthat cor-
rect?' "Straight shot." At 966 with a green signal we are at 10
mph and make the roll=by in the fog. Clear now, we proceed
and then stop at the east end of Watsonville and then hear over
theradio, "MP102A. . .two zero miles per hour.. .no defects."
Thisisthe westbound we are waiting for. There is the sound of
ahorn and then around the corner a headlight appearsto our
left with a GP60 on the point of the CIBAT which glides past
and then our headlight is back on to display the TOFC and
COFC cargo and make the roll-by. After theroll -by Jim goes
into the office and over the phone calls Ameliawho lets him
know that we will be meeting another westbound, which isjust
leaving San Luis Obispo, somewhere down the line.

"Green signal."

"Greensignal." Andit is back into the soup. This holds until
we come over thetop at MP 108 and can see lights on the hori-
zon and escape the feeling of traveling through atunnel. At
Salinas the speed board goes back down to 60-40 where we
end CTC and enter the Salinas Block. Above usis that full
moon we saw last night and we pass the Spreckels Block,
Chualar Block, and then are back to 70-60.

Finally we cometo ahalt at MP 196 as the crossing gates
ahead of us went down and then returned to an upright posi-
tion with its detectors sensing no movement Ahead the signal
now displaying green is bright enough to give the ground a
greenish cast while we sit on the siding at the end of the block.
Under wide open spaces with the moon overhead turning the
hillsto silver and afeeling of isolation as not even the lights of
houses are showing up as distant sparks. Our lightsare on dim
and somewhere out there in the night the CIBAT is headed our

way. Bill takes advantage of the wait to climb down and inspect
his units. The signal changes to yellow and then red meaning
they are getting nearer though their headlight has still not ap-
peared. After consultation with the dispatcher and the CIBAT,
Jim lines the switch to run them around us on the siding since
we are sitting on the main. His lantern is bobbing up and down
as he walks along the roadbed and, after making the switch
alignment, callsthe CIBAT to let them know they are lined into
the siding at Bradley.

"Wedo appreciateit” Their headlight isnow visible. Jim'slan-
tern crosses to the north side. Crossing gatesilluminate and de-
scend asthe CIBAT goes from three glaring headlights to one
dim one and units #8493 and #8634 glide toward ustrailing
Maersk containers. Asheis passing' Bill is on the phone to the
dispatcher to seeif he can get block authority as soon as he
clears.

"Shelooks good.. .she'sflashing. "Asthey pass our rear end.
Bill gets permission for three blocks, McKay through Santa
Margarita, and, asthe CIBAT'srear end passes, the signal turns
to green.

"How about aroll-by on the flasher?"

"Highball onthe flasher."

"Thank you."

"And you have areal good trip."

Aswe pull forward, Jimis at foot of the signal to our |eft and
climbs aboard. Bill brings us back to 45 mph by the time we
clear the next signal and Jim gives an arrival estimate in SLO of
between 12:45 and 1 am. We should have a straight shot now
with only green signals and soon are past the San Miguel Mis-
sion. Aswe climb toward Santa Margarita, the trees appear as
ghostly apparitions that seem to want to reach out and touch the
cab and then we are into the tunnels that will help us make the
grade. Thereisthe squeal of flanges on the curves and, with a
40 mph speed-board, a detector gives us 39 mph. Owls have
replaced the gulls and we get the EI Camino Block from WS-
58.

Once again we enter San L uis Obispo city limits as Eucalyptus
leaves are flying past like snowflakes. We can see all the way
down the grade toward the ocean. The helpers we didn't need
are sitting west of the depot and the crew that will take the train
the rest of the way is already waiting at the depot. Starting out
in Eugene the units have become a second train at warm
Springs. After aservice stop at Colton, they will continue
somewhere el se across the Southern Pacific system. After they
have had their rest, the crew that brought it down from Oakland
will be ready for another train. That is the business of railroad-

ing.

Thanks to Mont Cambier, Willy Witzel, Ken Zwicker, Dave
Ferreria, Dave Barry, Bill Montier 111, James Mebane, Bruce
McKalson, James Foster, Amelia Boone, Jim McEntire, and
Jack Martin for their help with this article.




VOLUME 15, ISSUE 12

SLO TRAINS

PAGE 13

SAN LUIS OBISPO

MODEL RAILROAD CLUEB

San L uis Obispo County’sLargest Model Train Show
The San Luis Obispo M odel Railroad Club
2004 - 15" Annual Model Train Show

VeteransMemorial Hall, 801 Grand Ave at Monterey
San LuisObispo, CA
Saturday, October 2nd 10 AM to 5 PM
Sunday, October 3rd 10 AM to 3 PM
Layouts of several scales- Over 60 Tables of
Vendors, Displays, Raffles, Clinicsand just a bit of
Family Fun
Suggested Donations: Adults $4.00 (NM RA $3.00)
Children 12 and under free when with a paying adult
Boy & Girl Scouts & their leadersin uniform $2.00
Questions? Contact:

Jim Jonte @ 805-544-6333 or jimjonte@charter.net
Terry N Taylor @ 805-595-9535 or terryntaylor@charter.net
Dave Wilding @ 805-543-1651 or DTCBAT S2@aol.com
SLOMRC at P.O. Box 15655, San L uis Obispo, CA 93406-5655

Our Club Isa Proud Member
of the NMRA

SLO Trains
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E-mail: info@williamsbrosinc.com
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Please Support All of Our Club Advertisers

BUILDING PAPER

CVER 20 DIFFERENT KINDS OF
BRICKS, BOARDS, BLOCKS, & ROCKS
0, 5 HO, & N GAUGES
FDH SAMPLEE A_ND PFIICE LIST SEND $200 TO:

‘P HAILHDA[J

. D PARTMENT *;n::l
il POST CFFICE BOX 13113
i SAM LUIS OBISPO, CA 83405

central Coast Trains

Specializing in CLOSEOUT DEALS
Bl & Auita Walter OWNERS

7600 El Camino Real Suite #3, Atascadera, CA 93422
Phone (205 M66-1391 Fax (80562-3634
C-MAIL: ectrainsi@tcsn.net  WEB http://centralcoasttrains.com
STORE: cetrainsa@hotmail.com EBAY handle: cctrains

COMPLETE

MODEL - TRAIN - R.C.
ROCKET & CRAFT DEPTS.

805.544.5518

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
DOWNTOWN - 855 MARSH - SAN LUIS OBISPO

Serving San Luis Obispo for over 40 years

RAILROADS of the SANTA MARIA VALLEY

Three California Railroads - Three Different Gauges

Thefascinating histories of three short lines, (Pacific
Coast, Santa Maria Valley & Betteravia Feed L ot) along
with information on towns and industriesis chronicled in
198 pages and over 200 photos, maps and illustrations;
many never before published. Sure to be appreciated by
any lover of those unique shortlinerailroads be they rail-
fan or modeler. Regular $40.00 and still to readers of
SLO Trainsfor only $35.00 plus $5.00 S& H. Hal Madson,
Box 6512, Santa Maria, CA 93456.




