QNS&L:

Az  part of the continuing efforts to
acquire additional passenger <cars for the
MMST/BRS excursion +train, the Bytown Railway
Society decided to follow up an an offer made
by the Quebec, MNorth Shore and Labrador
Railway [QNS&L) for an ex-CPR 2100-series
coach at Sept-Iles, Quebec. This writer and
Joe Toscas were chosen to wisit the QNS&L in
Sept-Iles and inspect the eguipment. No doubt
this came about as a result of this "dreadful

ducs'" successful wventure to Sault Ste. Marie
early in 18988 to obtain Algoma Central
articulated car 458-459%. In any event on the

aevening of December 8, 1988, Joe and I
boarded an Inter-Canadian Convair 580 flight
for Quebec City and SBept-Iles.

The morning of December 9 dawned bright and
cald in Sept-Iles. Joa and I drove to the
GNS&L ward and soon found the passenger
station and impressive corporate headquarters
building. Of even more interest was GQNS&L
(ex-ONR) HNo., 702, a light Pacific steam
locomotive, and the little Gulf Pulp & FPaper
Company Davenport slide wvalwve 0-6-0 No. 48,
Both of these gemz are located on a raised

area within a fenced-in enclosure in the
centre of a large parking lot between the
station and +the HE building. Both engines
waere decorated with coloured Christmas
lights. With an ample snow cover on the
ground and the much-colder-than-0Ottawa
temperatures, they looked really fine.

ODur first order of business was to meet
with the Superintendent of Eguipment and
Maintenance, Mr. HKHeith Torriff. It was not

long before we had been given a cup of coffes

off a trolley that did the rounds, and were
down to the business of obtaining passenger
cars. In wvery short crder Mr. Turriff had the

Trainmaster, Mr. Jim Sireois, in his office
and a plan was hastily prepared to ensure
that:

a) we saw the three or four passenger cars

)

of interest;

ore else!

BY DUNCAN DU FRESHE

18,000 HP: Four SD40-25 (Nos, 245, 237, 228
and one other), helped by two mid-train
remote-controlled sisters, bring a fully
loaded ore train into Sept-Iles yard in full
dynamic braking on June 1B, L981. Photo by

David Stremes.

b] wae saw all other eguipment of interest

te us in order to update the Canadian
Trackside Guide;
c)] we saw any shop and other plant

facilities of interest to us;
d)] we rode an ore train the following day

(Baturday);

&) ancther meeting (on Friday) was
arranged for us to meet with Mr. Jean-Plerre
Maltais, Manager of Corporate and Public
Affairs.

We left the Superintendent's office with
Jim, <limbed abhoard a company van {truck),
and began our tour of the enormous layout
known as the Sept-Iles wvard. Jim toock us to
the four avallable passenger cars two ware
in one location, the other twoe were a long
distance away. All the cars were jammed in by
other egquipment which made inspection of
their ends near impossible. Mechanically and
structurally the cars were remarkably good,
especially when one considers the lack of any

real maintenance they'wve received in recent
years. Discouraging, to say the least, was
what we saw when we went inside. Sixteen of

the seats had been removed in order to
provide space for three oil-fired heaters, a
water tank and heater, and other
paraphernalia. FEnd compartments housed oil
tanks, and other filth covered bits and
pieces. Lavatories sort of existed, some with
one hopper, some with +two, and in one case-
none. Wash basins, one per car, looked like
they were intended to be used in a bar, not a
railway car. They were 1nstalled in a wvery
non=railroady wooden "box”. The floor






