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Your Rights As A Railfan

Other people (including law enforcement) might think that you doing something illegal, but you do have rights.

IMPORTANT NOTE: I am not a lawyer, nor a political science major. I am using information that I have learned in my Media Law & Regulations (including our rights in the United States). If you would like the contribute to this information or to fix any errors that might be presented in this article, please e-mail me and help me create a guide that informs you of what you can and cannot do, and the rights that you DO have while railfanning.

Especially after the attacks on the United States in 2001, many law enforcement agencies and industries have challenged our First Amendment Rights. This would include, taking photographs or even watching railroad (and many other hobbies – that are perfectly legal) on public right-or-ways and other places where public forums and the general public are allowed to be.
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